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First  Annual  Report 


OF 


THE  BOSTON  LEGAL 
AID  SOCIETY 


BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


1 900- 1 90 1 


Organized  and  Incorporated,  1900 


ALFRED  MUDGE  &  SON,  PRINTERS, 
BOSTON. 
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Annual  Dues,  $10 


[Copy  of  Certificate  of  Incorporation.] 


go.  8542. 

Commonwealth  of  flbassacbusetts. 


Be  it  known  that  whereas  Charles  P.  Greenough,  George  A. 
Goddard,  Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard,  James  R.  Dunbar, 
Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses  Williams,  Moorfield 
Storey,  Edward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell,  Robert  Homans, 
Charles  R.  Codman,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George  Wigglesworth 
and  John  Lowell  have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of 
forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if 
necessary,  to  all  persons  who  maj^  be  worthy  thereof  and  who  from 
poverty  are  unable  to  procure  it,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Directors 
of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations, 
and  recorded  in  this  office  : 

Now  therefore  I,  William  M.  Olin,  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  certify  that  said  Charles  P. 
Greenough,  George  A.  Goddard,  Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard, 
James  R.  Dunbar,  Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses 
Williams,  Moorfield  Storey,  Edward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell, 
Robert  Homans,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George 
Wigglesworth  and  John  Lowell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
legally  organized  and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing 
corporation  under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society,  with  the 
powers,  rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and 
restrictions  which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed  this  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred. 


[Seal] 


WM.  M.  OLIN, 

Secretary  oj  the  Commonwealth. 


[^tarnp] 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY. 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Charles  H.  Dalton.  J.  Montgomery  Sears. 

Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard. 

Secretary. 

C.  L.  DeNormandie. 

Directors. 

Lewis  S.  Dabney.  Charles  B.  Southard. 

Charles  P.  Greenough.  Edward  W.  Hutchins. 
James  R.  Dunbar.  Charles  T.  Gallagher. 

Frederic  Cunningham. 

Law  Committee. 

Edw.  W.  Hutchins.  Charles  B.  Southard. 

Frederic  Cunningham. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


In  April  of  last  year  the  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society 
was  duly  incorporated.  Its  purpose  was  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  per¬ 
sons  who  might  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who  from 
poverty  were  unable  to  procure  it.  A  circular  stating 
the  objects  of  the  Society  and  inviting  membership  was 
distributed  in  and  around  Boston  and  over  one  hundred 
persons  at  once  became  members.  By  the  first  of  last 
October  the  Society  was  in  good  working  order,  with 
Messrs.  Hill  &  Homans,  of  53  State  street,  as  our 
Attorneys. 

During  the  year  the  scope  of  the  Society  has  been 
somewhat  determined  in  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
has  decided  that  criminal  cases,  cases  against  trades- 
unions  and  cases  involving  proceedings  outside  the  State 
should  not  be  undertaken.  Whether  cases  involving 
proceedings  within  the  State,  but  outside  of  Greater 
Boston,  should  be  undertaken  is  still  undecided,  and 
must  depend  largely  upon  the  volume  of  work  in  the 
hands  of  our  Attorneys. 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  Society 
you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  our  Attorneys.  As  is 
there  shown  there  have  been  about  200  applications, 
150  of  which,  after  investigation,  were  accepted,  as 
coming  within  the  scope  of  our  work.  Of  these  fully 
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one  half  were  cases  involving  matrimonial  difficulties 
or  claims  for  wages,  while  the  others  were  divided 
among  many  different  legal  wrongs  and  complaints. 

As  to  results :  About  $600  in  actual  cash  have  been 
collected,  some  ten  or  twelve  matrimonial  difficulties 
have  been  adjusted,  and  every  applicant  has  had  the 
satisfaction  of  obtaining  competent  legal  advice.  Like 
all  charity  work,  however,  the  benefit  cannot  be  esti¬ 
mated  in  dollars  and  cents.  The  good  comes  in  other 
ways,  by  putting  courage  into  the  hearts  of  those  who 
are  almost  wholly  discouraged,  by  making  the  poor  feel 
that  they  have  rights  which  the  rich  are  bound  to 
respect,  and  that  in  us  they  have  a  friend  always  ready 
to  advise  and  assist  them,  and  on  the  other  hand  by 
suppressing  the  litigious  spirit,  and  by  protecting  the 
well  to  do  and  prosperous  from  false  and  fictitious 
demands.  Even  from  the  financial  standpoint  the 
growth  of  the  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  ought  to 
encourage  us.  In  its  first  year  that  Society  dealt  with 
212  applications  and  collected  $202  in  actual  money, 
while  in  its  24th  year  9,436  cases  were  dealt  with  and 
$37,000  were  actually  collected. 

We  are  gratified  that  the  following  charity  organ¬ 
izations  have  co-operated  with  us.  The  Associated 
Charities,  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  the  Wal¬ 
tham  Training  School  for  Nurses,  the  Women’s  Educa¬ 
tional  and  Industrial  Union,  the  German  Aid  Society, 
and  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  We  trust  that  each  of  these  organizations 
will  continue  to  co-operate  with  us,  and  to  make  our 
Society  known  to  all  classes  of  people.  We  urge  every 
member  of  our  Society  to  aid  the  Directors  in  obtaining 
new  members.  Every  member  of  the  Boston  Bar,  in 


BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY. 


Charles  Pelham  Greenough, 

President. 


George  A.  Goddard, 

Treasurer. 


The  undersigned  have  incorporated  themselves  as  The 
Boston  Tegal  Aid  Society.  The  object  of  this  Association 
as  stated  in  its  Charter  is  “to  furnish  legal  aid  and  assist¬ 
ance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons  who  may 
appear  worthy  thereof  and  who  from  poverty  are  unable  to 
procure  it.”  That  such  a  society  has  long  been  needed  in 
this  City  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  been  interested  in 
the  various  charitable  agencies  now  in  operation  here.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  the  Society  to  provide,  after  careful  investi¬ 
gation,  legal  aid  to  those  helpless  persons  who  are  too  poor 
to  pay  counsel  to  maintain  their  legal  rights,  and  especially 
in  all  those  cases  where  small  sums  are  due  and  unjustly 
withheld  from  persons  unable  to  employ  counsel  and  in  which 
a  lawyer’s  reasonable  charge  for  collection  would  be  more 
than  the  sum  collected. 

The  Society,  however,  is  not  created  to  compete  with 
attorneys,  and  where  an  applicant  has  sufficient  means  to 
enable  him  to  pay  counsel  he  will  not  receive  assistance  from 
this  Association.  It  is  the  intention  also  to  ask  from  each 
applicant  able  to  pay,  a  small  sum  as  a  retainer  to  remove 
the  sting  of  Charity  and  to  make  the  client  feel  that  the 
assistance  rendered  is  in  the  nature  of  a  regular  business 
transaction. 

A  similar  Society  has  been  maintained  by  charitable 
support  in  the  City  of  New  York  for  more  than  20  years 
and  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  benevolent 
organizations  in  that  City.  It  has  steadily  increased  its 
usefulness  and  the  number  of  cases  receiving  attention  from 
its  attorneys  during  the  year  1899  alone  was  over  nine  thou¬ 
sand,  and  over  sixty-six  thousand  dollars  were  collected  dur- 


ing  that  year  for  its  beneficiaries.  None  of  the  officers  of 
the  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society  are  to  be  paid  for  their  services 
except  the  attorney  who  will  have  a  regular  but  moderate 
salary.  To  meet  that  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Society,  an  annual  subscription  of  Members  is  needed,  and 
we  confidently  appeal  to  the  Public  for  support.  The  By¬ 
laws  of  the  Society  provide  that  each  applicant  for  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Society  shall  pay  in  advance  an  annual  due  of 
$15.00  and  a  blank  application  for  membership  is  enclosed 
which  you  are  requested  to  sign,  stating  whether  you  will 
join  the  Association  for  one,  two  or  three  years.  An  immedi¬ 
ate  response  is  requested  as  the  Society  cannot  begin  its 
operations  wdthout  the  necessary  number  of  subscribers.  A 
report  will  be  made  of  the  operations  of  the  Society  each 
year  at  its  annual  meeting  of  which  due  notice  will  be 
given  to  all  subscribers. 

Any  further  information  which  may  be  desired  as  to 
purposes  or  methods  of  the  Society  can  be  obtained  by  inquir¬ 
ing  of  its  Secretary,  Charles  L.  De  Normandie,  39  Court  St., 
Boston. 


Charles  R.  Codman, 
Lewis  S.  Dabney, 
Charles  P.  Greenough, 
John  Lowell, 

Moses  Williams, 
Moorfield  Storey, 

James  R.  Dunbar, 
EdwTard  W.  Hutchins, 


Walter  Hunnewell, 

George  Wigglesworth, 
Frederic  Cunningham, 
Charles  B.  Southard, 
Charles  T.  Gallagher, 
Robert  Homans, 

George  A.  Goddard, 
Charles  L-  De  Normandie. 


April,  1900. 
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particular,  should  come  to  the  aid  of  our  Society,  for  we 
serve  them  by  relieving  them  of  the  burden  of  attending 
to  charity  cases. 

While  the  work  of  the  Society  is  still  in  an  experi¬ 
mental  stage,  and  though  no  attempt  as  yet  has  been 
made,  by  thorough  advertisement,  to  make  known  the 
existence  of  the  Society  and  its  usefulness  to  the  poor 
of  the  city,  yet  the  Directors  feel  that  a  successful 
beginning  has  been  made,  that  the  policy  of  proceeding 
gradually,  and  keeping  the  expenses  well  within  our 
means  is  a  wise  one,  and  in  the  light  of  the  success  of 
the  New  York  Society  we  expect  that  as  our  Society 
becomes  better  and  more  widely  known,  its  usefulness 
both  to  individuals  who  have  been  wronged,  and  as  a 
deterrent  to  others  who  are  willing  to  do  wrong,  will  be 
generally  recognized  and  its  place  in  the  community 
made  secure. 

C.  L.  DeNORMANDIE, 

Secretary. 


November,  1901. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Boston  Legal  Aid  Society  : 

In  Account  with  George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 

From  April  14,  1900,  to  Nov.  1,  19.01, 

Collected  from  107  persons  .  .  $1,770  00 

Interest  on  deposits  .  .  .  23  78 


Expended 

For  circulars  and  printing,  $137  11 
Court  expenses,  net,  63  44 
Counsel  fees  .  1,200  00 


$1,793  78 


1,400  55 


Nov.  1,  1901.  Balance  on  hand, 


$393  23 


E.  &  O.  E.  Nov.  4,  1901. 

George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 
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COUNSEL'S  REPORT, 

July  \  —  Sept*  U  1901* 


During  the  period  covered  by  the  report  there  have 
been  198  applications  to  the  Society,  classified  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  — 

1.  Claims  for  Wages  .....  43 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases : 

(A)  Divorce  .....  20 

(B)  Nullity  of  Marriage  ...  1 

(C)  Separation  .  .  .  .  .15 

—  36 

3.  Frauds  .......  15 

4.  Relating  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons  .  12 

5.  Claims  against  Lawyers  or  Collectors  .  .  10 

6.  Claims  for  Furniture  wrongfully  detained  .  8 

7.  Claims  for  Rent  ......  7 

8.  Claims  against  Insurance  Companies  .  .  5 

9.  Claims  for  Money  Loaned  ....  5 

10.  Claims  for  Lost  Baggage  ....  4 

11.  Bastardy  Cases . 4 

12.  Claims  for  Personal  Injuries  ...  4 

13.  Cases  relating  to  the  Custody  of  Minors  .  4 

14.  Claims  for  Goods  Sold . 4 

15.  Applications  for  Charity  ....  3 

16.  Applications  for  Pardons  for  Persons  Con¬ 

victed  of  Crimes  .....  3 

17.  Other  Criminal  Matters  ....  2 

18.  Cases  of  Alleged  Oppression  by  Trades 

Unions  .......  2 

19.  Building  Contract  Cases  ....  2 

13 
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20.  Cases  of  Alleged  Wrongful  Discharges  of 

Employees . 2 

21.  Chattel  Mortgages  Cases  ....  2 

22.  Claims  for  Charitable  Organizations  .  .  2 

23.  Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

•  ______ 

Total  .......  198 

In  60  of  these  cases  the  applicants  were  men  and  in 
138  women.  Of  these  198  cases  we  declined  to  act  in 
44,  leaving  154  cases  actually  undertaken  by  the  Society. 

In  the  divorce  matters  we  have  acted  only  in  the 
very  clearest  cases,  and  hitherto  only  on  behalf  of  women, 
though  this  is  not  laid  down  as  an  invariable  rule.  In 
criminal  matters  we  have  so  far  refused  to  act  at  all 
except  to  make  such  investigation  as  to  be  reasonably 
sure  that  no  injustice  was  being  done.  Of  the  applica¬ 
tions  for  pardon,  we  refused  to  act  in  one,  laid  one  before 
the  Governor,  who  declined  to  act,  and  allowed  the  third 
to  lapse  after  investigation  with  the  agreement  of  the 
parents  of  the  convicted  person,  a  minor  boy,  who  be¬ 
came  convinced  that  the  sentence  would  be  for  his  benefit. 
The  two  cases  of  alleged  oppression  by  Trades  Union  we 
declined ;  it  being  evident  that,  assuming  the  plaintiffs’ 
stories  to  be  true,  that  no  relief  could  be  had. 

We  have  not  refused  to  act  in  any  case  until  it  has 
been  established  to  our  satisfaction  either  (a)  that  the 
applicant  was  able  to  pay  a  lawyer ;  ( b )  that  the  claim 
was  not  a  just  one,  or  (c)  that  the  case  was  one  which 
the  Society  could  not  properly  undertake. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  rejected,  there  have  been  a 
number  of  others  in  which  it  has  been  undesirable  or 
impossible  to  do  much.  It  is  not  uncommon  that  as  a 
case  goes  on  it  becomes  evident  that  the  applicant’s  claim 
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is  less  completely  just  than  it  at  first  appears,  or  that 
the  expense  of  prosecuting  it  will  be  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  probable  advantage.  In  some  of  such  cases  it  has 
been  possible  to  arrange  a  compromise,  in  others  the 
matter  has  simply  been  allowed  to  drop. 

In  order  to  guard  the  Society  from  being  used  by  un¬ 
worthy  persons  we  have,  whenever  practicable,  required 
the  applicant  to  furnish  us  with  a  letter  from  some  re¬ 
sponsible  person  vouching  for  his  character,  and  have  in 
addition  subjected  each  applicant  to  a  rigid  examination. 
We  have  also  used  all  possible  care  to  avoid  undertak¬ 
ing  cases  where  the  applicant  is  able  to  pay  a  lawyer. 
Wherever  the  applicant  has  not  been  in  extreme  poverty 
we  have  required  the  payment  of  all  or  part  of  the 
expenses  incidental  to  the  case,  and,  where  practicable, 
a  small  fee,  never  exceeding  $1,  and  usually  50  cents. 
A  charge  of  10%  is  also  made  on  all  collections  of  over 
$10.  The  sums  secured  for  expenses,  for  fees,  and  as  a 
percentage  on  collections,  have  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Society. 

Court  Cases. 

We  have  appeared  in  39  such  cases,  in  35  for  the 
plaintiffs  and  in  4  for  the  defendants,  in  the  following 
courts :  — 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston  .  .  .  .  17 

Municipal  Courts,  other  Boston  Districts  .  .  3 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  .....  8 

Probate  Courts,  other  Counties  ....  1 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  .....  7 

Superior  Courts,  other  Counties  ....  3 


39 
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The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  these  cases 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  disposed  of :  — 


I. 

Judgment  obtained 
in  favor  of  appli¬ 
cant,  or  claim  paid 
without  judgment. 

II. 

Judgment  given 

against  applicant. 

III. 

Otherwise  disposed 

of. 

IV. 

Tending. 

Contract  for  Wages,  13 . 

10 

0 

0 

3 

Libels  for  Divorce,  5 . 

Citation  for  Contempt  for  non- 

2 

0 

0 

3 

payment  Alimony,  1 . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Petitions  for  separate  support 

by  married  women  against 
their  husbands,  6 . 

4 

1 

0 

1 

Petition  for  nullity  of  marriage 
on  ground  that  man  had  a 

prior  wife  living,  1 . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Contract  for  goods  sold,  1 . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Petitions  for  administration,  2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Replevin  for  Furniture  wrong- 

fully  detained,  1 . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Contract  for  Rent,  3 . 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Bastardy  Petition,  1 . 

Petition  for  custody  of  Minor 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Children,  1 . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Contract  Claims  under  building 

0 

contracts,  2 . 

1 

0 

1 

Petition  for  guardianship  of 

Insane  Person,  1 . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Contract  Claim  for  Charitable 

Society,  1 . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total,  39 . 

19 

3 

3 
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The  three  in  column  III.  headed,  ‘  ‘  Otherwise  dis¬ 
posed  of,”  we  allowed  to  lapse,  having  become  convinced 
in  one  that  the  claim  was  not  a  just  one,  and  in  the 
other  two  that  recovery  would  be  impracticable. 
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Of  the  cases  in  columns  I.  and  II.,  11  were  actually 
tried,  and  the  remaining  11  were  defaulted. 

The  judgments  recovered,  exclusive  of  separate  sup¬ 
port  cases,  amounted  to  $1T1.84,  of  which  we  have  so 
far  collected  $50,  to  which  should  be  added  $82  paid  in 
suits  which  did  not  actually  go  to  judgment,  making 
$132  recovered  in  all  by  means  of  court  actions.  In  the 
one  case  of  replevin  we  recovered  a  woman’s  furniture, 
the  value  of  which  could  not  be  exactly  determined. 

In  12  cases  we  collected  without  suit  sums  amount¬ 
ing  to  $453. 74.  We  also  recovered  two  lots  of  furniture, 
secured  the  gratuitous  repair  of  one  sewing  machine, 
and  a  promise,  apparently  complied  with,  by  a  husband 
to  pay  $4  a  week  to  his  wife  for  her  support. 

Results. 

The  table  of  court  cases  and  the  statement  as  to  col¬ 
lections  given  above  show  such  tangible  results  of  the 
Society’s  work  as  can  be  precisely  stated.  To  these 
should  be  added  (1)  such  benefits  as  have  resulted  from 
advice  given ;  (2)  the  sums  paid  under  separate  support 
decrees  ;  (3)  many  cases  in  which  claims  are  brought  the 
Society  for  collection  and  letters  written  the  defendants, 
but  nothing  more  is  ever  heard  of  the  matter.  It  is  fair 
to  presume  that  in  a  certain  proportion  of  such  cases 
the  claim  was  settled  as  a  result  of  the  letter  written  ; 
but  as  it  is  not  possible  to  be  sure  of  the  facts  we  can 
make  no  exact  report.  (4)  A  certain  number  of  cases 
in  which  indirect  advantage  results  to  the  clients.  These 
advantages  cannot  Jbe  more  fully  set  forth  without  unduly 
prolonging  the  length  of  this  report.  Instances  are  (a) 
a  case  where  the  applicant  was  enabled  to  obtain  a 
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pedlar’s  license ;  (b)  a  case  where,  as  the  result  of  facts 
established  in  the  trial,  we  secured  payment  to  a  woman 
of  $2  a  month  from  the  Commonwealth  under  the 
Soldiers’  Relief  Acts.  (5)  Divorces.  To  this  should  be 
added  some  cases  where  papers  have  been  drawn  or 
advice  given  which  has  been  of  practical  use.  In  some 
few  cases,  the  Society  has  made  it  possible  to  prevent 
gross  injustice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HILL  &  HOMANS, 

Attorneys. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall 
be  known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society. ” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render 
legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to 
all  persons  who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who, 
from  poverty,  are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this 
Society  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter 
contained,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall 
hand  the  same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report 
on  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall,  on  admission  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  be  required  to  pay  in  advance 
his  annual  dues  for  the  then  current  calendar  year,  the 
amount  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  but  which  shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  twenty 
dollars  per  year. 
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Article  III. 

OFFICERS  AND  MODE  OF  ELECTION. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Society 
shall  consist  of  seven  members,  to  be  elected  by  ballot, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be  held  on  such 
a  day,  in  the  month  of  November  of  every  year,  and 
at  such  a  place,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.  They  shall  hold  office  until  the  election  of 
their  successors.  Vacancies  in  the  board  and  in  the 
offices  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  during  the  year  shall 
be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  board  by  a 
majority  vote. 

Sect.  2.  Within  one  week  after  the  election  of 
said  Directors  they  shall  organize  and  elect  by  ballot 
from  among  their  number  a  President,  and  from  among 
the  members  of  the  Society  one  or  more  Vice-Presidents, 
and  a  Law  Committee  to  be  composed  of  three  members 
of  the  board,  and  the  President  or  Acting  President,  ex 
officio.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  designate  a 
member  of  the  Society  to  act  as  Attorney  and  shall  fix 
his  salary  and  term  of  office. 

Sect.  3.  The  -officers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Attorney,  shall  give  their  services  gratuitously,  except 
that  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  exempt  from 
paying  their  annual  dues. 

Article  IV. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society 
shall  be  held  as  aforesaid,  for  the  election  of  Directors 
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and  other  officers,  for  the  reception  of  reports  and  the 
transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be  brought 
before  the  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be 
called  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  upon 
the  written  request  of  ten  members,  setting  forth  the 
object  of  such  special  meeting. 

Sect.  3.  At  least  one  week’s  notice  shall  be  given 
to  the  members  of  the  special  meeting  called  under  the 
foregoing  section. 

Sect.  4.  Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
at  any  annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Article  V. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution 
may  be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  directors,  at  any  meeting  to  be 
called  for  the  purpose  ;  provided,  that  the  notice  of  such 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  duly  set  forth 
said  proposed  alteration  or  amendment. 


BY-LAWS. 


Article  I. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  or,  in  his  absence,  a  Vice- 
President,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society 
and  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  President  shall 
also  present  a  full  report  of  the  doings  and  progress  of 
the  Society  during  the  previous  year  to  the  members 
thereof  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  proper  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  the  minutes  of  the 
meetings  and  those  of  the  Directors,  a  complete  regis¬ 
ter  of  the  members,  and  shall  keep  on  file  the  original 
reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Attorney  to  the  Board  of 
Directors.  He  shall  also  prepare  from  these  documents 
the  annual  report  of  the  Society,  and  shall  be  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  Society  in  its  communication  with  the 
general  public. 

Sect.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  of 
the  Society  and  disburse  the  same.  He  shall  keep  a 
full  and  correct  account  of  his  transactions  and  report 
to  the  Board,  when  so  required,  and  through  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  to  the  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  The  Law  Committee  shall  have  full  con¬ 
trol  and  supervision  over  the  action  of  the  Attorney.  Its 
members  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their  legal 
advice  and  their  services  gratuitously,  and  shall  act  as 
counsel  in  the  courts  whenever  it  seems  to  them  neces¬ 
sary.  It  shall  also  act  as  a  Committee  on  Membership, 
and  shall  report  on  the  names  of  all  desiring  admission. 
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Sect.  5.  The  Attorney  shall  attend  to  all  the  law 
business  of  the  Society ;  he  shall  call  to  his  aid  one  or 
more  of  the  members  of  the  Law  Committee  in  all  diffi¬ 
cult  cases,  and  shall  be  in  constant  communication  with 
said  committee.  He  shall  keep  proper  books,  and  make 
a  report  in  writing  to  the  Board,  at  its  regular  sittings, 
giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the  progress  made. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney  shall  be  fixed 
by  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  hold  regular 
meetings  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  four 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Sect.  8.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  the 
power  to  make  and  adopt  such  Rules  and  By-Laws  for 
their  government  and  the  government  of  the  Society, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  as  they  may 
deem  expedient. 

Sect.  9.  The  Board  of  Directors  are  empowered  to 
strike  from  the  list  of  members  any  one  who  shall  fail 
to  pay  his  dues  for  two  successive  years. 

Article  II. 

Section  1.  Order  of  Business  for  General  and 
Special  Meetings  of  the  Association. 

1.  Declaration  byuSecretary  that  a  quorum  is 

present. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meet¬ 

ing. 

3.  Reading  of  reports. 

4.  Communications  from  special  committees. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 
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Sect.  2.  Order  of  Business  for  the  Directors. 

1.  Roll  call. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

3.  Communications  from  the  Chair. 

4.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Election  of  new  members. 

6.  Reports  by  special  committees. 

7.  Old  business. 

8.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 

Article  III. 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed, 
altered  or  amended,  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of  the 
members  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Association, 
or  by  a  majority  of  the  Directors  at  any  of  their 
meetings. 
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ALFRED  MUDQE  A  SON  INC. 


BOSTON 


[Copy  of  Certificate  of  Incorporation.] 


fa,  8542. 

Commonwealth  of  flbasaacbusetts. 


Be  it  known  that  whereas  Charles  P.  Greenough,  George  A. 
Goddard,  Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard,  James  R.  Dunbar, 
Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses  Williams,  Moorfield 
Storey,  Edward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell,  Robert  Homans, 
Charles  R.  Codman,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George  Wigglesworth 
and  John  Lowell  have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of 
forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if 
necessary,  to  all  persons  who  may  be  worthy  thereof  and  who  from 
poverty  are  unable  to  procure  it,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Directors 
of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations, 
and  recorded  in  this  office : 

Now  therefore  I,  William  M.  Olin,  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  certify  that  said  Charles  P. 
Greenough,  George  A.  Goddard,  Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard, 
James  R.  Dunbar,  Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses 
Williams,  Moorfield  Storey,  Edward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell, 
Robert  Homans,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George 
Wigglesworth  and  John  Lowell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
legally  organized  and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing 
corporation  under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society,  with  the 
powers,  rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and 
restrictions  which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed  this  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred. 


[&*al] 


WM.  M.  OLIN, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


[giamp] 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY* 

1902-1903. 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Charles  H.  Dalton.  J.  Montgomery  Sears. 

Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard. 

Secretary. 

C.  L.  DeNormandie. 

Directors. 

Lewis  S.  Dabney.  Charles  B.  Southard. 

Charles  P.  Greenough.  Edward  W.  Hutchins. 

William  V.  Kellen.  Charles  T.  Gallagher. 

Frederic  Cunningham. 

Law  Committee. 

Edw.  W.  Hutchins.  Charles  B.  Southard. 

Frederic  Cunningham. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


The  directors  of  the  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society  are 
satisfied  from  the  results  of  its  second  year  of  work 
that  it  is  needed  in  this  city.  The  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  applicants,  the  amount  of  work  accomplished, 
and  the  results  obtained  have  been  encouraging  in  every 
particular.  They  still  adhere  to  their  belief  that  the 
action  of  the  Society  should  be  conservative  and  that 
the  increase  in  its  beneficiaries  should  come  from  estab¬ 
lished  charities  rather  than  from  the  general  public,  to 
the  end  that  the  Society  may  be  an  adjunct  and  a  com¬ 
plement  to  the  many  and  diverse  charitable  organiza¬ 
tions  of  the  city. 

However  charitably  inclined  a  lawyer  may  be,  he 
cannot  be  expected  to  give  his  time  and  his  money  to 
bring  suit  in  a  case  that  involves  the  recovery  of  but  a 
few  dollars,  or  the  return  of  a  few  pieces  of  poor,  dilapi¬ 
dated  furniture.  Unscrupulous  employers  and  landlords 
have  taken  advantage  of  these  conditions  and  have 
cheated  hundreds  of  deserving  poor  out  of  what  in  the 
aggregate  amounts  to  large  sums  because  they  know 
that  their  victims  are  too  ignorant  or  too  poor  to  employ 
competent  counsel. 

It  was  these  and  other  such  reasons  that  led  more 
than  twenty-five  years  ago  to  the  formation  of  the  New 
York  Legal  Aid  Society,  and  now  so  well  has  that 
society  justified  its  existence,  that  many  persons  who 
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had  habitually  defrauded  their  employees  have  come  to 
have  a  wholesome  respect  for  and  fear  of  the  Society. 
Judges  and  Clerks  of  Courts  as  well  as  charitable  organ¬ 
izations  have  found  that  the  New  York  society  relent¬ 
lessly  pursues  cheats  and  frauds,  that  it  acts  entirely  in 
the  interest  of  its  clients  and  with  no  mercenary  mo¬ 
tives.  Therefore,  they  send  those  who  are  friendless 
and  without  counsel  to  the  Attorneys  of  the  Society. 

We  hope  that  our  Society  is  gaining  just  such  a  rep¬ 
utation  and  the  report  of  our  Counsel  leads  us  to  feel  that 
this  hope  is  being  justified.  With  little  or  no  attempt 
to  advertise  its  existence  the  number  of  applicants  for 
relief  has  increased  over  75  per  cent  and  the  amount  of 
money  collected  for  and  paid  over  to  them  has  increased 
over  50  per  cent  during  the  year. 

This  gratifying  increase  in  work  necessitates  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  more  labor  and  time  on  the  part  of  our 
Attorneys.  As  our  work  grows  our  expenses  grow  also, 
hence  our  financial  support  must  increase  proportion¬ 
ately.  It  depends,  therefore,  upon  the  generosity  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  to  what  extent  the  Society  shall 
continue  to  enlarge  its  usefulness.  The  Society  needs 
an  increased  membership.  By  being  a  member  of  this 
Society  you  help  make  many  deserving  persons  feel  that 
justice  through  legal  measures  is  not  a  luxury  for  the 
rich  alone,  but  that  it  is  accessible  to  everybody  who 
has  a  fair  and  reasonable  claim,  and  thus  you  help  to 
make  them  happier  men  and  better  citizens. 

CHARLES  L.  DeNORMANDIE, 

Secretary. 


November,  1902. 


TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT* 


Boston  Legal  Aid  Society: 


In  Account  with  George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer . 


receipts. 


Nov.  1,  1901.  Balance  on  hand 

$393  23 

Nov.  1,  1902.  Contributed  by  101  persons 

1,025  00 

Nov.  1,  1902.  Interest  on  bank  deposit 

19  65 

$1,437  88 

EXPENDITURES. 

Stationery  and  postage  .... 

$3  40 

Report,  $49.96,  Mailing,  $4.40 

54  36 

Paid  counsel  (still  due,  $273.91)  . 

1,226  09 

Court  expenses,  net  ..... 

148  91 

Balance  ...... 

5  12 

$1,437  88 

Dec.  2,  1902. 

George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 
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COUNSEL'S  RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS 

For  Year  Ending  Oct,  1,  1902, 


Keceived  from  clients,  etc.  . 

“  “  defendants,  etc. 


$179  27 
39  00 


$218  27 

From  judgments  and  claims  .  .  .  1,231  84 

Cash  from  the  treasurer  ....  148  91 

Paid  out  for  expenses,  court  costs, 

collecting  and  services  .  .  $359  30 

Balance  in  cash  .  .  .  148  91 


$508  21 

Net  to  clients  .  .  .  1,090  81 

$1,599  02  $1,599  02 
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COUNSEL'S  REPORT, 

J90J-J902. 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  have 
been  305  applications  to  the  Society,  classified  as  fol¬ 
lows: — 

1.  Claims  for  Wages  .....  54 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases: 

(A)  Divorce . 33 

(B)  Nullity  of  Marriage  ...  1 

(C)  Separation . 30 

—  64 

3.  Frauds . 18 

4.  Claims  against  Lawyers  or  Collectors  .  .  12 

5.  Relating  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons  .  11 

6.  Claims  for  Furniture  Wrongfully  Detained,  6 

7.  Claims  for  Rent . 19 

8.  Claims  against  Insurance  Companies  .  .  2 

9.  Claims  for  Money  Loaned  .  .  .  .  10 

10.  Claims  for  Property  .  .  .  .  .  17 

11.  Claims  for  Lost  Baggage  ....  0 

12.  Bastardy  Cases  ......  9 

13.  Claims  for  Personal  Injuries  ...  8 

14.  Cases  relating  to  the  Custody  of  Minors,  etc.  9 

15.  Claims  for  Goods  Sold  .  .  .  .  13 

16.  Applications  for  Charity  ....  2 

17.  Applications  for  Pardons  for  Persons  Con¬ 

victed  of  Crimes  .....  0 


11 
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18.  Other  Criminal  Matters  ....  8 

19.  Cases  of  Alleged  Oppression  by  Trades 

Unions . 1 

20.  Building  Contract  Cases  ....  2 

21.  Chattel  Mortgage  Cases  ....  3 

22.  Claims  for  Charitable  Organizations  .  .  4 

23.  Bankruptcy  Cases . 4 

24.  Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 


305 

In  88  of  these  cases  the  applicants  were  men  and 
in  217  women.  Of  these  305  cases  we  declined  to  act 
in  44,  leaving  261  cases  actually  undertaken  by  the 
Society. 

Comment. 

1.  Claims  for  Wages.  It  seems  to  us  that  this  class 
of  cases  is  the  one  with  which  the  Society  should  first  of 
all  deal.  There  are  numerous  cases  of  oppression  of 
workmen  by  the  lower  class  of  employers,  and  the 
amount  of  which  the  man  is  defrauded  is  seldom  enough 
to  warrant  a  suit  being  brought  by  anyone  except  a 
charitable  society.  The  expense  of  a  law  suit  brought 
in  any  other  way  would  eat  up  the  whole  amount  re¬ 
covered.  A  typical  case  in  this  class  is  that  numbered 
378  on  the  Society’s  books.  In  this  case  a  Jew  con¬ 
tractor  hired  an  old  Polish  Jew  carpenter  who  could  not 
speak  any  English  to  do  some  work  on  the  inside  of  his 
house,  and  when  he  had  completed  the  job  refused  to 
pay  him  but  half  the  amount  agreed  on,  leaving  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  $15.00  due.  The  man  was  sent  to  us  from  a 
College  Settlement.  We  brought  an  action  in  the 
Municipal  Court  against  the  defendant,  and  recovered 
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judgment  for  the  full  amount,  which  we  have  since 
collected  by  supplementary  proceedings.  Some  claims 
in  this  class  present  very  difficult  problems,  and  the 
stories  of  both  sides  are  apt  to  be  equally  plausible. 
Sometimes,  also,  the  employer,  while  admitting  that 
he  owes  the  money  technically,  says  that  the  em¬ 
ployee  has  behaved  in  such  a  way  that  he  is  not 
equitably  entitled  to  assistance,  as,  for  instance,  that 
he  did  his  work  so  badly  that  the  employee  cost 
him  more  loss  than  the  amount  due,  or  that  he  left 
without  warning  in  an  unfair  way.  Sometimes  we 
have  been  convinced  that  the  employer  really  owed 
nothing;  more  often  that  there  was  fault  on  both  sides. 
Where  possible  in  the  latter  case  we  have  endeavored 
to  make  a  compromise,  and  generally  have  succeeded 
in  satisfying  both  parties,  or,  we  should  perhaps  say, 
in  leaving  each  one  moderately  dissatisfied.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  many  more  cases  would  come  to  us  of  this 
class  if  the  Society  were  more  generally  known. 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases.  These  show  the  largest 
increase  of  any  class.  This  results  from  various  causes. 
First,  they  are  one  of  the  few  classes  in  which  it  is 
always  possible  to  accomplish  something.  A  defendant 
may  be  so  poor  or  so  slippery  that  no  money  can  be 
collected  from  him,  but  it  is  almost  always  possible  to 
get  a  divorce  for  any  person  who  is  entitled  to  one, 
and  the  same  thing  is  true  of  separations;  second,  the 
commonest  class  of  cases  with  which  charitable  societies 
have  to  deal  are  those  of  wives  with  undeserving  hus¬ 
bands,  and  the  Associated  Charities  and  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
send  us  large  numbers  of  cases;  third,  we  have  lately 
received  from  the  judges  and  clerks  of  the  Superior 
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Court  several  cases  in  which  divorce  proceedings  had 
been  brought  against  women  who  were  outside  the 
State,  and  who  wrote  that  the  proceedings  were  fraud¬ 
ulent,  but  that  they  were  without  means  to  contest 
them.  We  have  successfully  tried  one  such  case  for  the 
defendant,  and  procured  the  dismissal  of  the  libel,  and 
in  another  case  the  lawyer  for  the  libellant  has  admitted 
to  us  that  the  action  cannot  be  maintained.  In  both 
these  cases  we  expect  to  force  the  husband  to  contribute 
something  to  his  wife’s  support.  Of  the  sixteen  new 
cases  in  which  wre  appeared  we  were  for  the  plaintiff  in 
ten  and  for  the  defendant  in  six,  and  in  the  six  cases 
actually  tried  we  won  four  for  the  plaintiffs,  one  for 
the  defendant,  and  lost  one  for  the  defendant.  Besides 
the  cases  in  which  we  have  actually  appeared  we  have 
settled  a  certain  number  of  cases  by  talking  the  matter 
over  with  both  parties. 

In  the  separate  support  cases  only  one  has  been 
brought  to  judgment,  but  there  are  several  others  in 
which  the  defendant  has  come  in  and  offered  to  pay  a 
stipulated  sum  per  week,  and  the  petition  is  being  held 
“in  terrorem”  over  his  head.  In  this  class  of  cases  it 
is  always  easy  to  get  a  decree,  but  generally  difficult  to 
enforce  it,  if  the  defendant  is  resolved  not  to  pay.  In 
one  case  the  man,  whom  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
could  pay,  chose  to  spend  two  weeks  in  prison  rather 
than  do  so. 

3.  Frauds.  This  is  the  least  satisfactory  class  of 
cases  with  which  we  deal.  They  commonly  involve  a 
great  deal  of  work  and  no  possibility  of  doing  anything. 
Often  the  applicant  is  wholly  or  partially  at  sea  upon 
the  facts  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  at  the  truth. 
Occasionally  we  can  do  something,  as,  for  instance,  case 
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No.  231,  a  real  estate  broker  who  had  persuaded  poor 
people  to  trust  him  with  their  savings  and  used  them  in 
his  own  stock  speculations  until  he  became  bankrupt. 
Contrary  to  our  rule  not  to  take  criminal  cases  we  ob¬ 
tained  leave  from  your  Board  to  prosecute  this  man 
criminally  on  behalf  of  a  poor  German  widow  from 
whom  he  had  stolen  $2000,  and  we  secured  his  convic¬ 
tion  to  State  prison.  We  think  we  shall  also  ultimately 
succeed  in  saving  for  the  woman  some  two  or  three 
hundred  dollars,  part  of  which  we  have  already  secured. 

4.  Claims  against  Lawyers  or  Collectors.  These 
cases  fall  naturally  with  the  same  class.  Here  it  is 
often  easier  to  accomplish  more.  There  is  a  large  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  bar  whose  dealings  with  their  clients  and  the 
public  are  absolutely  unscrupulous,  and  who  particularly 
dislike  to  have  attention  called  to  their  proceedings. 
We  have  been  able  in  several  cases  to  recover  money 
from  such  lawyers  on  these  accounts.  In  this  work  we 
have  been  greatly  aided  by  the  co-operation  of  the 
Grievance  Committee  of  the  Bar  Association,  whose 
secretary  has  sent  us  more  than  one  such  claim. 

5.  Relating  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons.  In 
most  of  these  cases  there  was  little  to  be  done,  but  in  a 
small  number  we  believe  that  the  Society  has  been  of 
real  use  in  enabling  persons  with  small  shares  in  estates 
to  get  the  proceedings  properly  attended  to  without 
expense. 

10.  Property.  These  are  claims  not  otherwise 
classifiable  under  real  or  personal  property.  For  in¬ 
stance,  breakage  by  expressmen,  claims  under  instal¬ 
ment  contracts,  a  controversy  between  two  partners 
over  how  to  divide  the  tools  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership;  sale  of  land  for  taxes,  etc. 
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In  one  case  a  boy  came  to  us  almost  in  rags,  claim¬ 
ing  that  he  was  entitled  to  property  of  considerable 
value.  It  appeared  upon  investigation  of  his  story  that 
he  might  eventually  come  into  a  good  sized  estate,  but 
that  for  the  present  the  income  was  enjoyed  by  a 
grandmother,  who  was  bound  as  a  matter  of  law  to 
support  him  if  he  were  committed  to  the  city  as  a 
pauper,  but  who  was  not  then  supporting  him  in  any 
way.  Representations  of  the  boy’s  claim  were  made 
by  us  to  this  relative,  and  in  the  end  he  was  well  fitted 
out  and  sent  to  a  first-class  boarding  school,  where  he 
will  have  a  chance  to  get  an  education  and  become  a 
useful  member  of  the  community. 

12.  Bastardy  Cases.  Under  this  head  are  included 
claims  or  prosecutions  under  Revised  Laws,  Chapter  82, 
Section  1.  Obviously  such  cases  are  to  be  taken  only 
with  the  greatest  circumspection,  since  they  may  well 
lead  to  blackmail.  On  the  other  hand,  where  a  claim 
is  a  just  one  it  is  one  of  those  which  must  eventually 
be  taken  care  of.  We  have  only  taken  such  cases  as  we 
were  absolutely  sure  of,  and  feel  a  comfortable  certainty 
that  so  far  at  least  no  error  has  been  made.  Of  the  six 
cases  brought,  three  were  disposed  of  by  the  defendant’s 
admitting  liability,  and  paying  a  reasonable  sum  in  set¬ 
tlement,  and  one  where  the  defendant  admitted  his  guilt, 
but  the  applicant  disappeared,  by  the  dismissal  of  the 
petition  without  prejudice  ;  while  two  are  still  pending. 

13.  Personal  Injuries.  In  these  cases  we  have 
adhered  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  your  Board  not  to 
undertake  them  ourselves  but  to  see  that  they  got  into 
the  hands  of  some  responsible  attorney  other  than 
counsel  for  the  Society.  In  several  cases  substantial 
results  have  been  obtained  by  such  attorneys. 
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23.  Bankruptcy  Cases.  While  theoretically  we 
can  see  no  valid  reason  why  the  Society  should  not  put 
a  deserving  person  through  bankruptcy,  we  believe 
practically  that  it  will  be  very  undesirable  for  us  to  do 
much  with  this  business.  So  far  we  have  brought  no 
petitions. 

The  remaining  classes  of  cases  seem  to  call  for  no 
especial  comment.  In  all  cases  which  did  not  involve  a 
matter  of  principle  we  have  compromised  the  matter 
where  it  was  possible  to  do  so  fairly  without  taking  it 
into  Court.  We  have  adhered  to  the  method  laid  down 
in  our  last  report  (page  15),  to  guard  the  Society  as  far 
as  possible  from  being  used  by  unworthy  persons;  that 
is  to  say,  we  have  required  an  applicant  where  possible 
to  furnish  us  with  a  letter  from  some  responsible  person 
vouching  for  his  character.  We  have  also  used  all 
possible  care  to  avoid  undertaking  cases  where  the  appli¬ 
cant  was  able  to  pay  a  lawyer.  In  such  cases  as  seemed 
feasible,  we  have  required  payment  of  all  or  part  of  the 
expenses  incidental  to  the  case,  and  where  practicable,  a 
small  fee  never  exceeding  one  dollar  and  usually  fifty 
cents.  We  are  disposed  to  think  that  we  shall  insist 
more  rigidly  on  such  a  fee  in  the  future.  The  amount 
so  received  will  never  be  anything  but  inconsiderable, 
but  we  believe  that  its  effect  on  the  relations  between 
the  applicant  and  the  Society  will  be  desirable,  both  as 
tending  to  maintain  the  applicant’s  self-respect,  and  as 
making  him  have  more  sense  of  responsibility  towards 
the  Society’s  counsel.  We  have  also  made  a  small 
charge  wherever  any  money  has  been  collected  by  the 
Society.  The  sums  received  for  expenses,  for  fees,  and 
as  a  percentage  on  collections  have  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Society.  We  believe  that  the  rule 
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adopted  of  leaving  the  counsel  a  wide  discretion  as  to 
these  matters  and  making  his  compensation  a  fixed 
salary  absolutely  independent  of  what  he  receives  in  this 
way  *  is  desirable,  both  in  the  interests  of  counsel  and  of 
the  Societv. 

«s 

Court  Cases. 

We  have  appeared  in  50  such  cases,  in  38  for  the 
plaintiffs,  and  in  12  for  the  defendants,  in  the  following 


courts :  — 

1902 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston  ....  7 

Municipal  Courts,  other  Boston  Districts  .  .  4 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties  ....  5 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Superior  Courts,  other  Counties  ....  3 


52 

We  have  been  more  cautious  this  year  in  trying 
cases,  as  we  found  that  we  had  underestimated  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  judgments.  We  now  never  bring 
suit  unless  we  see  some  reasonable  expectation  of  being 
able  to  realize  on  the  judgment.  This  is  undoubtedly 
a  hardship  in  some  cases.  We  have  more  than  one 
claim,  of  which  we  feel  that  if  it  were  reduced  to  judg¬ 
ment  and  a  sufficient  amount  of  time  spent  in  follow¬ 
ing  up  the  debtor,  there  is  chance  that  something 
might  be  realized,  but  if  the  chance  is  not  a  good  one 
and  the  amount  of  time  and  money  which  must  be 
spent  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  prospects  of  success 
we  feel  that  it  is  unwise  for  the  Society,  with  its  pres¬ 
ent  limited  means,  to  take  it  up. 
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Results. 

We  have  collected  $1,231.84,  of  which  $1,073.66 
has  been  paid  over  to  clients,  the  remainder  being  de¬ 
ducted  for  expenses  or  fees.  The  amount  of  money 
which  we  give  above  as  collected  includes  only  that 
which  actually  passed  through  our  hands.  In  a  certain 
proportion  of  cases  we  have  no  doubt  that  our  efforts 
have  secured  the  payment  of  money.  Very  often  a 
lawyer’s  letter  is  all  that  is  needed  to  bring  about  such 
payments,  and  the  applicant  on  whose  behalf  the  letter 
was  written  never  takes  the  trouble  to  notify  us  of  the 
fact.  There  are  also  a  number  of  separate  support 
cases  in  which  we  have  obtained  decrees  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  money  by  a  husband  for  the  support  of  his 
wife,  and  in  which  we  cannot  tell  whether  the  decrees 
have  or  have  not  been  complied  with.  To  these  should 
be  added,  (1)  four  divorces  obtained  and  one  divorce  case 
dismissed;  (2)  a  number  of  decrees  of  separate  support 
obtained  in  which,  while  no  money  passes  through  our 
hands,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  paid; 
(3)  cases  in  which  claims  have  been  brought  the  Society 
for  collection  and  letters  written  the  defendants  but 
nothing  more  is  ever  heard  of  the  matter.  It  is  fair  to 
presume  that  in  a  certain  proportion  of  such  cases  the 
claim  was  settled  as  a  result  of  the  letter  written,  but 
as  it  is  not  possible  to  be  sure  of  the  facts  we  can  make 
no  exact  report ;  (4)  a  certain  number  of  cases  in 
which  indirect  advantages  result  to  the  clients.  These 
cannot  be  more  fully  set  forth  without  unduly  prolong¬ 
ing  the  length  of  this  report. 

We  think  that  the  Society’s  work  during  the  last 
year  shows  on  the  whole  a  satisfactory  increase,  and  we 
believe  that  there  can  be  a  much  greater  increase  in  the 
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future  as  it  becomes  better  known.  At  present,  sur¬ 
prisingly  few  people  have  ever  heard  of  this  Society, 
and  we  should  respectfully  recommend  to  your  Board 
to  take  such  steps  as  can  be  taken  without  loss  of 
dignity  to  more  generally  advertise  its  existence. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  D.  HILL  &  ROBERT  HOMANS, 

Attorneys. 
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CONSTITUTION* 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall 
be  known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render 
legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to 
all  persons  who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who, 
from  poverty,  are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this 
Society  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter 
contained,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall 
hand  the  same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report 
on  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall,  on  admission  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  be  required  to  pay  in  advance 
his  annual  dues  for  the  then  current  calendar  year,  the 
amount  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  but  which  shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  twenty 
dollars  per  year. 
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Article  III. 


i 


OFFICERS  AND  MODE  OF  ELECTION. 


Section  1.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Society 
shall  consist  of  seven  members,  to  be  elected  by  ballot, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be  held  on  such 
a  day,  in  the  month  of  November  of  every  year,  and  at 
such  a  place,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.  They  shall  hold  office  until  the  election  of 
their  successors.  Vacancies  in  the  Board  and  in  the 
offices  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  during  the  year  shall 
be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  Board  by  a 
majority  vote. 

Sect.  2.  Within  one  week  after  the  election  of 
said  Directors  they  shall  organize  and  elect  by  ballot 
from  among  their  number  a  President,  and  from  among 
the  members  of  the  Society  one  or  more  Vice-Presidents, 
and  a  Law  Committee  to  be  composed  of  three  members 
of  the  Board,  and  the  President  or  Acting  President,  ex 
officio.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  designate  a 
member  of  the  Society  to  act  as  Attorney  and  shall  fix 
his  salary  and  term  of  office. 

Sect.  3.  The  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Attorney,  shall  give  their  services  gratuitously,  except 
that  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  exempt  from 
paying  their  annual  dues. 


Article  IV. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society 
shall  be  held  as  aforesaid,  for  the  election  of  Directors 
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and  other  officers,  for  the  reception  of  reports  and  the 
transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be  brought 
before  the  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be 
called  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  upon 
the  written  request  of  ten  members,  setting  forth  the 
object  of  such  special  meeting. 

Sect.  3.  At  least  one  week’s  notice  shall  be  given 
to  the  members  of  the  special  meeting  called  under  the 
foregoing  section. 

Sect.  4.  Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
at  any  annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

Article  Y. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sect.  1.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  may 
be  altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Directors,  at  any  meeting  to  be  called 
for  the  purpose;  provided,  that  the  notice  of  such  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  duly  set  forth  said  pro¬ 
posed  alteration  or  amendment. 


BY-LAWS, 


Article  I. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  a 
Vice-President,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society 
and  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  President  shall  also 
present  a  full  report  of  the  doings  and  progress  of  the 
Society  during  the  previous  year  to  the  members  thereof 
at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  proper  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  the  minutes  of  the 
meetings  and  those  of  the  Directors,  a  complete  register 
of  the  members,  and  shall  keep  on  file  the  original  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Attorney  to  the  Board  of 
Directors.  He  shall  also  prepare  from  these  documents 
the  annual  report  of  the  Society,  and  shall  be  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  Society  in  its  communication  with  the 
general  public. 

Sect.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys 
of  the  Society  and  disburse  the  same.  He  shall  keep  a 
full  and  correct  account  of  his  transactions  and  report 
to  the  Board,  when  so  required,  and  through  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  the  Society  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  The  Law  Committee  shall  have  full  con¬ 
trol  and  supervision  over  the  action  of  the  Attorney. 
Its  members  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their 
legal  advice  and  their  services  gratuitously,  and  shall 
act  as  counsel  in  the  courts  whenever  it  seems  to  them 
necessary.  It  shall  also  act  as  a  Committee  on  Member¬ 
ship,  and  shall  report  on  the  names  of  all  desiring 
admission. 


24 


25 


Sect.  5.  The  Attorney  shall  attend  to  all  the  law 
business  of  the  Society;  he  shall  call  to  his  aid  one  or 
more  of  the  members  of  the  Law  Committee  in  all 
difficult  cases,  and  shall  be  in  constant  communication 
with  said  committee.  He  shall  keep  proper  books,  and 
make  a  report  in  writing  to  the  Board,  at  its  regular 
sittings,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the  progress 
made. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney  shall  be  fixed 
by  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  hold  regular 
meetings  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  four 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Sect.  8.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  the 
power  to  make  and  adopt  such  Rules  and  By-Laws  for 
their  government  and  the  government  of  the  Society, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  as  they  may 
deem  expedient. 

Sect.  9.  The  Board  of  Directors  are  empowered  to 
strike  from  the  list  of  members  any  one  who  shall  fail 
to  pay  his  dues  for  two  successive  years. 

Article  II. 

Section  1.  Order  of  Business  for  General  and 
Special  Meetings  of  the  Association. 

1.  Declaration  by  Secretary  that  a  quorum  is 
present. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

3.  Reading  of  reports. 

4.  Communications  from  Special  Committees. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 


26 


Sect.  2.  Order  of  business  for  the  Directors. 

1.  Roll  call. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

3.  Communications  from  the  Chair. 

4.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Election  of  new  members. 

6.  Reports  by  special  committees. 

7.  Old  business. 

8.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 

Article  III. 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed, 
altered  or  amended,  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of  the 
members  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Association,  or 
by  a  majority  of  the  Directors  at  any  of  their  meetings. 


MEMBERS. 


Mr.  Edwin  Hale  Abbot . 14  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Ames . North  Easton. 

Mrs.  Oliver  Ames,  Sr.  .  .  355  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Mr.  Arthur  Amory  .  .  .  .  P.  0.  Box  5094,  Boston. 

Mr.  Edward  R.  Andrews . 119  Beacon  St. 

Mr.  James  W.  Austin . 53  State  St. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Bangs . 53  State  St. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett  .  .  227  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Mr.  Thomas  P.  Beal . Sears  Building. 

Mr.  Wm.  F.  Beal . 50  State  St. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake . Brookline. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Borland,  “The  Somerset,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Bowditch . 28  State  St. 

Miss  Charlotte  Bow^ditch  .  Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee .  247  Marlborough  St. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer . 416  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks . 92  Beacon  St. 

Mr.  Charles  D.  Burrage  .  .  .  .85  Ames  Building. 

Mr.  J.  Elliot  Cabot . Brookline. 

Mr.  Samuel  Cabot . 70  Kilby  St. 

Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot . 34  Beacon  St. 

*  Mrs.  Eliot  C.  Clarke . 15  Brimmer  St. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Clark . Hotel  Yendome. 

Mr.  Charles  R.  Codman  ...  57  Marlborough  St. 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby .  304  Berkeley  St. 


*  Deceased. 
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Mr.  Frederick  Cunningham 
Mr.  Allen  Curtis  .... 
Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis  . 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Curtis,  Jr.  . 
Mr.  Laurence  Curtis . 

Mr.  Lewis  S.  Dabney 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Dalton  .  . 

Mr.  Samuel  B.  Dana 

Mr.  Charles  L.  DeNormandie 

Mr.  William  S.  Dexter 

Mr.  James  R.  Dunbar  .  . 

*  Mr.  William  S.  Eaton 

Mr.  J.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Gallagher  . 
Mr.  Robert  H.  Gardiner  . 
Mr.  Thomas  J.  Gargan 
Mr.  William  A.  Gaston  .  . 

Mr.  Lyman  Gibbs  .  .  .  . 

Mr.  George  A.  Goddard 
Mr.  Reginald  Gray  . 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Greenough  . 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Grew 
Mrs.  Francis  B.  Greene 
Mr.  Edwin  B.  Hale 
Mr.  N.  P.  Hamlen  . 

Mr.  Charles  Head  .  . 

Mrs.  Augustus  Hemenway 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway  . 
Prof.  Adams  Sherman  Hill  . 
Mr.  Arthur  D.  Hill  .  .  .  . 


.  .  .  58  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 

20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

.  29  Pemberton  Sq. 

.  .  .  15  Congress  St. 

.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 

53  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  31  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  40  State  St. 

.  23  Court  St. 

....  95  Milk  St. 

169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  .  7 5  Beacon  St. 

209  Washington  St. 
.  25  Pemberton  Sq. 
.  Pemberton  Building. 
.  .  .  .  70  State  St. 

49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury. 
.  .  .  10  Tremont  St. 

.  .  .  16  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  39  Court  St. 

.  .  .  89  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  182  Beacon  St. 

209  Washington  St. 
.  .  .  240  Beacon  St. 

.  412  Beacon  St. 

. Readville. 

.  .  .  242  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .  Cambridge. 

.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 


*  Deceased. 
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Dr.  John  Homans  .  .  . 

Mr.  Robert  Homans  .  . 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Homans 

*  Mr.  Edward  W.  Hooper 
Mr.  Elmer  P.  Howe 

Mr.  Richard  C.  Humphreys 

*  Mr.  H.  H.  Hunnewell  . 
Mr.  Walter  Hunnewell  . 
Mr.  Edward  W.  Hutchins 
Mr.  Charles  C.  Jackson  . 
Mr.  Edward  Jackson  . 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Jaynes 
Mr.  Boyd  B.  Jones  .  . 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Joy  .  . 

Mr.  W.  Y.  Kellen  .  . 

Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  . 
Mr.  L.  C.  Kimball  .  . 

Mr.  Joseph  Lee  .  .  . 

Mr.  Geo.  Y.  Leverett  .  . 

Mr.  Augustus  P.  Loring  . 
The  Misses  Loring  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Judge  Lowell . 

Mr.  John  Lowell  .  . 

Mr.  Arthur  T.  Lyman 
Mr.  Charles  Mann  . 

*Mr.  William  Minot  . 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman 
Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood 
Mr.  Robert  Treat  Paine  . 
Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman  . 
Mr.  Edward  C.  Perkins  . 


.  .  .  164  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 
.  .  .  Hotel  Ludlow. 

.  .  .  .  50  State  St. 

P.  0.  Box  1825,  Boston. 
.  272  Congress  St. 

. Wellesley. 

. 87  Milk  St. 

.  .  .  Sears  Building. 

.  301  Marlborough  St. 
191  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  50  Washington  St. 

.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 

403  Beacon  St. 
202  Commonwealth  Ave. 
48  Commonwealth  Ave. 
P.  O.  Box  2133,  Boston. 
.  .  .  .  53  State  St. 

.  .  53  Devonshire  St. 

22  Congress  St. 
37  Mt.  Yernon  St. 
.  .  .  .  Chestnut  Hill. 

.  38  Equitable  Building. 
P.  O.  Box  1717,  Boston. 
....  30  Kilby  St. 


.  .  39  Court  St. 

73  Bay  State  Road. 
67  Bay  State  Road. 
.  .  .  6  Joy  St. 

.  .  7  Brimmer  St. 

706  Sears  Building. 


*  Deceased. 
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Mr.  Henry  Pickering  . 

Mr.  Henry  G.  Pickering 
Mr.  George  Putnam  . 

Mr.  Charles  C.  Bead  . 

Dr.  William  L.  Richardson, 
Miss  Emma  Rodman  . 

Mr.  J.  M.  Rodocanachi 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell 
Mr.  Arthur  P.  Schmidt 
Mr.  Francis  P.  Sears  . 

Mr.  J.  M.  Sears  .  . 

Miss  Laura  Slocum 
Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  . 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Sohier 
Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier  . 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Southard 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole  . 

Mr.  Moorfield  Storey  . 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Swan  . 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Taylor 
Mr.  Ezra  R.  Thayer  . 

Mrs.  Augustus  Thorndike 
Mr.  Lawrence  Tucker 
Mr.  Leverett  S.  Tuckerman 
*Mrs.  W.  Phillips  Walley 
*Mrs.  H.  V.  Ward  . 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  . 

Miss  Mary  L.  Ware 
Mr.  F.  G.  Webster  . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld 


.  .  .  .  81  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  10  Tremont  St. 

.  .  90  Ames  Building. 

.  .  .  .  31  State  St. 

225  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  .  174  Beacon  St. 

Norfolk  House,  Roxbury. 
20  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  146  Boylston  St. 

Journal  Building. 
.  511  Sears  Building. 
Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
.  .  .  79  Beacon  St. 

922  Beacon  St. 
922  Beacon  St. 
.  209  Washington  St. 
.421  Marlborough  St. 
.  .  .  53  State  St. 

.015  Beacon  St.,  Brookline. 
.  .  .  Boston  Globe. 

.  .  .  53  State  St. 

481  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  55  Gloucester  St. 

.  .  .  53  State  St. 

.  4  Gloucester  St. 

415  Beacon  St. 
415  Beacon  St. 
41  Brimmer  St. 
113  Devonshire  St. 
81  Mason  Bldg.,  Kilby  St. 


Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth,  21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline. 


*  Deceased. 
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Mr.  Andrew  C.  Wheelwright  .  73  Mount  Vernon  St. 

Mr.  Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  .  .  Tremont  Building. 

Mrs.  C.  T.  White  ....  213  Commonwealth  Ave. 

*Mr.  Henry  Whitman . 118  Federal  St. 

Mr.  Moses  Williams . 18  P.  0.  Square. 

Mr.  George  Wiggles  worth . Milton,  Mass. 

*Mr.  Charles  L.  Young . 40  State  St. 


*  Deceased. 
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[Copy  of  Certificate  of  Incorporation.] 


No.  8542. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


Be  it  known  that  whereas  Charles  P.  Greenough,  George  A.  Goddard, 
Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard,  James  R.  Dunbar,  Charles  T. 
Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses  Williams,  Moorfield  Storey,  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell,  Robert  Homans,  Charles  R.  Cod- 
man,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George  Wigglesworth  and  John  Lowell 
have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation 
under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Societjr,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  per¬ 
sons  who  may  be  worthy  thereof  and  who  from  poverty  are  unable  to 
procure  it,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation, 
duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations,  and  recorded  in 
this  office: 

Now  therefore  I,  William  M.  Olin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  certify  that  said  Charles  P.  Greenough, 
George  A.  Goddard,  Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard,  James  R. 
Dunbar,  Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses  Williams, 
Moorfield  Storey,  Edward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell,  Robert 
Homans,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George  Wig¬ 
glesworth  and  John  Lowell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally 
organized  and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corpora¬ 
tion  under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society,  with  the  powers, 
rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and  restric¬ 
tions  which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and  the  seal  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed  this  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred. 

WM.  M.  OLIN, 

[Seal]  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


[Stamp] 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY. 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles'  H.  Dalton.  J.  Montgomery  Sears. 


Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard. 


Secretary. 

C.  L.  DeNorm ANDIE. 


Directors. 


Lewis  S.  Dabney. 
Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
R.  D.  Weston-Smith. 
William  V.  Kellen. 


Charles  B.  Southard. 
Edward  W.  Hutchins. 
Charles  T.  Gallagher. 
J.  A.  Lowell. 

J.  A.  Blanchard. 


Law  Committee. 

Edw.  W.  Hutchins.  Charles  B.  Southard. 

Frederic  Cunningham. 
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REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 


The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society  has  had  another  success¬ 
ful  year.  The  number  of  subscribers  has  increased  from 
107  to  174.  The  number  of  applicants  applying  for  aid 
has  increased  from  305  to  344;  and,  if  the  amount  of  money 
actually  paid  over  to  the  beneficiaries  of  the  Society  is  a 
proper  measure  of  work  accomplished  by  the  Society,  it  is 
a  cause  for  congratulation,  for  the  amount  has  been  doubled 
during  the  past  year. 

During  the  year  the  Directors  have  made  some  important 
changes  in  the  Constitution.  They  have  provided  that 
the  payment  of  $100  shall  make  a  subscriber  a  life  member, 
free  from  further  annual  dues,  and  that  all  money  coming 
from  life  membership  fees  shall  be  invested  by  the  Treas¬ 
urer  as  a  permanent  fund;  also,  that  absent  members  may 
vote  at  all  meetings  by  proxies  duly  authorized  in  writing. 
They  have  also  made  some  effort  to  bring  the  existence  and 
object  of  the  Society  more  to  the  knowledge  of  the  deserv¬ 
ing  poor  by  advertising  to  a  limited  extent,  and  they  have 
widened  the  scope  of  the  Society  by  authorizing  counsel 
to  undertake  “tort”  cases  for  injury  to  the  person.  But 
of  this  class  only  those  carefully  selected  have  been  under¬ 
taken. 

A  study  of  the  report  of  counsel  for  the  Society  shows  that, 
of  the  344  applicants  for  aid,  only  33  were  refused  at  the  out¬ 
set.  After  investigation  our  counsel  decided  that  about  50 
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more  had  “no  case/’  and  that  about  75  others  ought  to  be 
dropped  either  because  the  applicants  had  other  lawyers, 
because  the  claims  were  too  small,  or  because  the  clients 
themselves  failed  to  follow  up  their  cases.  Of  the  remain¬ 
ing  cases  about  135  seem  already  to  have  received  the 
necessary  care  and  attention,  while  about  50  are  still  pend¬ 
ing.  The  table  showing  the  source  from  which  applica¬ 
tions  have  come  gives  cause  for  satisfaction.  It  appears 
that  15  new  applications  were  sent  to  us  by  former  benefi¬ 
ciaries,  that  25  came  through  judges  and  other  court  officers, 
and  that  lawyers  in  this  city  as  well  as  many  charitable 
organizations  are  beginning  to  make  an  increased  use  of  the 
Society  and  to  appreciate  its  work. 

Applications  for  information  regarding  the  work  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  have  been  received  from  persons  interested  in  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  San  Francisco,  New  York,  Pittsburg,  Springfield;  and 
notices  complimentary  in  tone  and  appreciative  of  our  work 
have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers.  It 
seems  that  the  amount  of  good  the  Society  can  do  is  limited 
only  by  the  amount  of  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Directors. 
The  Society  has  steadily  pursued  the  policy  as  first  adopted, 
and  duly  announced  that  it  would  proceed  slowly  and  care¬ 
fully,  and  undertake  no  work  not  entirely  justified  by  its 
financial  resources.  There  are,  however,  certain  ways  in 
which  the  work  can  now  be  extended  whenever  its  means 
permit  the  Society  so  to  do;  and  the  Directors  respectfully 
request  such  further  assistance  from  the  charitable  public 
as  will  enable  the  Society  more  effectively  to  assist  the  de¬ 
serving  poor. 

C.  L.  DeNORMANDIE,  Secretary. 

November,  1903. 
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George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 

Nov.  17,  1903. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT. 

Sept.  1,  1902  —  Sept.  1,  1903. 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  have  been 
344  applications  to  the  Society,  classified  as  follows: — 


1.  Claims  for  Wages .  47 

Collection . 7 

No  case . 8 

Nothing  could  be  done . 7 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 5 

Too  small  for  prosecution  in  court  ....  5 

Left  to  employ  counsel . 1 

Defeated  on  trial . 1 

Pending . 12 


2.  Seamen’s  Wages . 

Collection . 4 

Obtained  fair  settlement  which  client  re¬ 
fused  . 1 

No  case . 3 

Cannot  find  ship . 1 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases . 

(а)  Divorce . 29 

(б)  Nullity  of  Marriage . 0 

(c)  Separation . 45 


9 


74 


(a)  Divorce: 

Cases  successfully  tried . 2 

Cases  unsuccessfully  tried . 1 

12 
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Declined . 3 

No  case . 3 

Client  had  another  lawyer . 1 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 5 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 2 

Advice . 1 

Prevented  divorce  in  another  State  ...  1 

Parties  reconciled . 2 

Pending . 8 

(6)  Nullity  of  Marriage . 0 

(c)  Separation: 

Cases  successfully  tried . 6 

Cases  settled . 3 

No  case . 3 

Client  had  another  lawyer . 2 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 4 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 2 

Advice . 7 

Parties  reconciled . 3 

Defendant  could  not  be  found . 5 

Pending . 10 

4.  Frauds .  6 

Recovered  money  through  police  ....  1 

# 

No  case . 1 

Nothing  could  be  done . 1 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

Advice . 1 

Pending . 1 

5.  Claims  against  Lawyers  or  Collectors  ....  10 

\ 

Collection . 1 

Declined . 2 
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No  case . 1 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 3 

Nothing  could  be  done . 1 

Pending . 2 

6.  Relating  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons  ...  25 

Advice . 9 

Client  had  another  lawyer . 2 

Declined  and  sent  to  lawyer . 2 

Nothing  could  be  done  . . 5* 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

Left  to  employ  counsel . 1 

Pending . 5 

7.  Claims  for  Furniture  Wrongfully  Detained  .  6 

Recovered  goods . 3 

Advice . 1 

Nothing  could  be  done . 1 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

8.  Cases  involving  Rent .  14 

Advice . 5 

Obtained  relief  desired . 4 

No  case . 2 

Nothing  could  be  done . 1 

Could  not  find  defendant . 1 

Pending . 1 

9.  Claims  against  Insurance  Companies  ....  4 

Collection . 2 

Settled  . . 1 
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Obtained  fair  offer  of  settlement  which  client 


refused . 1 

10.  Claims  for  Money  Loaned .  6 

Collection . 1 

Settled . 1 

No  case . 1 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 2 

Pending . 1 

11.  Claims  for  Property .  24 

Collection . 2 

Settled . 2 

Advice . 10 

No  case . 2 

Client  had  a  lawyer . 2 

Nothing  could  be  done . 3 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 2 

Pending . 1 

12.  Claims  for  Lost  Baggage  or  againsPCarriers  .  .  6 

Collected  value  of  goods . 2 

Recovered  goods . 2 

No  case . 1 

Pending . 1 

13.  Bastardy  Cases .  8 

Collection . 1 

Case  unsuccessfully  tried . 1 

Could  not  find  defendant . 1 

Advice . 1 
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Client  failed  to  prosecute . 1 

Pending . 3 

14.  Claims  for  Personal  Injuries .  19 

Settled . 2 

No  case . 4 

Client  had  another  lawyer . 2 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 4 

Declined  and  sent  to  lawyer . 3 

Pending . 4 

15.  Cases  relating  to  the  Custody  of  Minors  and  to 

Guardianship .  9 

Obtained  necessary  relief . 2 

Client  had  another  lawyer . 1 

Nothing  could  be  done . 3 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 1 

Sent  to  Associated  Charities . 1 

Pending . 1 

16.  Claims  for  Goods  Sold  .  . .  8 

Collection . 1 

Settled . 1 

No  case . 1 

Nothing  could^be  done . 1 

Too  small  to  prosecute  in  court . 1 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

Pending . 2 

17.  Application  forJCharity .  1 

18.  Criminal  Matters .  4 

19.  Chattel  Mortgage  Cases .  2 

Advice  .  2 
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20.  Bankruptcy  Case .  1 

21.  Drawing  Instruments .  3 

22.  Miscellaneous  Contract  Cases .  20 

Collection . 1 

Advice . 2 

Won  case  for  defendant . 1 

Sent  to  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  ...  1 

Client  had  another  lawyer . 1 

No  case . 2 

Declined  for  various  reasons . 3 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 3 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

Could  not  find  defendant . 1 

Pending . 4 

23.  Assault  and  Battery  and  False  Imprisonment  .  4 

No  case . 2 

.  Client  failed  to  prosecute . 2 

24.  Miscellaneous .  34 

Obtained  desired  relief . 5 

Advice  . . „  .  .  10 

No  case . 9 

Case  tried  unsuccessfully . 1 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 4 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 2 

Nothing  could  be  done . 2 

Pending . . 1 

344 

In  109  of  these  cases  the  applicants  were  men,  and  in  235 
women.  Of  these  344  cases  we  acted  in  311,  and  declined 
to  act  in  33. 
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We  have  in  the  preceding  tables  endeavored  for  the  first 
time  to  show  the  actual  results  of  the  applications  made 
during  one  year  to  the  Society.  The  tables  do  not  show 
the  results  of  cases  pending  Sept.  1,  1902,  the  end  of  the 
preceding  year,  in  a  great  many  of  which  a  successful  result 
was  reached.  The  cases  where  nothing  could  be  done  were 
usually  ones  in  which  either  the  defendant  could  not  be 
found,  resided  so  far  from  Boston  that  it  was  impracticable 
for  the  Society  to  undertake  any  proceedings,  or  was  evidently 
unable  to  pay  a  judgment,  and  ones  in  which  the  applicant, 
in  our  opinion,  could  not  prove  the  truth  of  his  statements 
in  court.  The  cases  in  which  the  applicant  failed  to  prose¬ 
cute  were  of  two  classes:  (1)  those  in  which  our  client  would 
take  no  trouble  about  his  witnesses  or  get  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  we  needed;  and  (2)  those  in  which  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  cover  court  expenses  was  not  paid. 


Comment  on  the  Various  Classes  of  Cases. 

1.  Wages. — From  the  results  obtained  we  have  somewhat 
changed  our  opinion  from  that  expressed  in  previous  reports 
as  to  this  class  of  cases.  The  sums  claimed  are  almost  in¬ 
variably  small,  and  letters  to  employers  seldom  have  much 
effect.  Where  defendants  own  tangible  property,  there  is 
not  of  course  a  great  deal  of  difficulty;  but,  unfortunately, 
such  cases  are  few.  Usually,  clients  are  not  willing  to  advance 
the  court  expenses;  and  we  have  found  that  bringing  a  num¬ 
ber  of  suits  and  enforcing  judgments  under  the  so-called 
Dubuque  law  involves  the  Society  in  a  larger  expenditure 
than  the  funds  at  present  at  its  command  warrant.  If  the 
Society  were  better  off  financially,  we  could  try  the  experi¬ 
ment  of  bringing  suits  in  the  general  run  of  wages  cases; 
and  we  believe  that  the  results  would  be  better  than  they 
have  been  up  to  the  present  time. 
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2.  Seamen’s  Wages. — During  the  year  we  have  had  for 
the  first  time  applications  of  this  kind,  and  we  think  from 
the  results  that  a  promising  field  has  been  opened.  Sea¬ 
men  have  a  fairly  accurate  knowledge  of  their  rights,  and 
ship-owners  are  ready  to  settle  rather  than  have  a  libel 
brought  against  their  ship. 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases. — There  are  more  applications  in 
this  class  than  in  any  other.  There  has  been  a  slight  de¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  persons  seeking  a  divorce.  The  in¬ 
crease,  however,  in  the  number  of  separate  support  cases  is 
marked;  and  we  believe  that  in  these  during  the  past  year 
we  have  accomplished  a  good  deal.  Ten  were  tried,  and  all 
successfully;  and  by  constantly  following  up  the  decrees  by 
applications  to  the  Probate  Court  to  enforce  its  orders  by 
punishment  for  contempt  we  have  pretty  generally  com¬ 
pelled  the  husband  to  provide  for  his  wife.  We  believe  that 
the  Society  is  of  great  benefit  in  suits  of  this  class,  and  that 
its  efficiency  in  them  is  increasing  and  will  continue  to  in¬ 
crease.  As  we  said  last  year,  the  charitable  societies,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Associated  Charities  and  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  take  a  great  interest  in 
these  cases;  and  their  assistance  and  the  information  fur¬ 
nished  by  them  are  invaluable. 

4.  Personal  Injuries. — Your  Board  for  the  first  time  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  take  cases  of  this  character,  and  it  is  too  soon 
to  give  any  detailed  account  of  the  work.  Several  suits  are 
pending  because  they  have  not  yet  been  reached  for  trial. 
As  the  cost  to  the  client  by  applying  to  the  Society  is  much 
less  than  it  would  be  if  the  claim  were  in  other  hands,  we 
expect  that  there  will  be  a  gradual  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  this  class. 

The  remaining  divisions  of  our  table  seem  to  call  for  no 
separate  comment.  Persons  have  come  to  us  in  considerable 
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numbers,  only  asking  for  advice,  and  have  appeared  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  advice  received.  This  is  particularly  true 
of  claims  relating  to  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  and  to 
questions  involving  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant. 
We  have  been  quite  successful  with  claims  against  carriers 
in  obtaining  relief  by  judgment  in  court  or  by  obtaining 
the  lost  property,  and  the  same  may  be  said  as  to  cases 
involving  liens  on  personal  effects  and  the  enforcement  of 
policies  of  insurance.  The  cases  of  all  kinds  which  are  still 
pending  are  almost  all  of  such  character  that  some  favor¬ 
able  result  will  ultimately  be  reached. 

We  have  tried  to  follow  the  course  laid  down  in  our  last 
year’s  report  as  to  the  investigation  of  clients  before  under¬ 
taking  any  work;  but,  as  appears  from  a  later  table,  de¬ 
voted  to  showing  the  sources  from  which  clients  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  come,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  applicant  has 
some  one  to  vouch  for  him. 

We  have  adhered  rather  strictly  during  the  past  year  to 
the  rule  that  suits  will  not  be  brought  until  a  sum  suffi¬ 
cient  to  cover  the  actual  court  expenses  has  been  paid  to  us 
by  the  applicant.  We  have  become  pretty  well  convinced 
that  such  a  rule  is  necessary.  Of  course  there  must  be  some 
exceptions,  where  the  applicant  is  clearly  deserving,  has  a 
good  case,  and  really  cannot  pay;  but  there  is  no  better 
short  test  of  the  real  merit  of  a  claim  and  of  the  sincerity  of 
a  client  than  asking  for  the  payment  of  a  small  sum,  not 
usually  more  than  three  dollars  except  in  divorce  cases, 
which  in  most  instances  can  be  paid  at  once  or  by  waiting 
a  short  time. 

Court  Cases. 

There  were  41  such  cases  pending  from  last  year,  and  we 
appeared  in  57  new  cases  during  the  course  of  the  year, 
making  98  suits  pending  in  all.  In  79  of  these  we  appeared 
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for  the  plaintiff,  and  in  19  for  the  defendant,  distributed 
among  the  courts  as  follows : — 

1902  1903 


Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston . 7  14 

Municipal  Court,  other  Boston  Districts  ....  0  5 

Police  or  District  Courts,  outside  Boston  ....  2  1 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County . 8  10 

Probate  Court,  other  counties . 8  5 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County . 12  16 

Superior  Court,  other  counties . 3  5 

Courts  outside  State . 1  1 


41  57 

We  annex  tables  showing  the  sources  from  which  clients 
of  the  Society  come  and  the  results  of  the  cases  which  have 
been  taken  into  court.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
amount  of  our  collections  is  over  $2,000,  which  is  more 
than  double  the  corresponding  figures  of  last  year,  and  that 
the  expenses  have  remained  almost  stationary.  This  latter 
result  has  been  obtained  by  the  observance  of  the  rule  as 
to  payments  in  advance,  by  collecting  a  fee  of  fifty  cents 
or  one  dollar  in  a  good  many  cases,  and  by  taking  as  far 
as  possible  10  per  cent,  of  all  collections  made. 

HILL  &  HOMANS,  Attorneys. 
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Nature  and  Disposal  of  Court  Cases. 


I. 

Pending  from  last 
year. 

II. 

New  cases  brought. 

III. 

Judgment  obtained 
in  favor  of  appli¬ 
cant  or  claim  paid 
without  judgment. 

IV. 

Judgment  against 

applicant. 

V. 

Otherwise  disposed 

of. 

VI. 

Pending. 

Contract  for 

Wages  . .  .  .1 

Libels  for  Di- 

6 

3 

1 

Settled . 1 

2 

vorce  ... .13 

Separate  sup- 

11 

8 

1 

No  service.  .  .  1 
Parties  recon¬ 
ciled  . 2 

Nothing  could 
be  done ...  1 
Dismissed  by 
consent  ...  1 

10 

port  ....  15 

13 

10 

0 

Lapsed  with 
client’s  con¬ 
sent  . 3 

Can’t  find  de¬ 
fendant  ...  3 
Could  do  noth¬ 
ing  . 1 

Parties  recon¬ 
ciled . 4 

Settled . 1 

6 

» 

Bill  in  equity,  2 

Estate  de¬ 

ceased  per- 

1 

1 

0 

Settled . 1 

1 

son . 1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Rent . 2 

2 

1 

0 

No  defence  . .  1 
Settled . 1 

1 

Bastardy . 2 

4 

0 

1 

Settled . 1 

Lapsed  with 
client’s  con¬ 
sent  . 1 

3 

Pending. 
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Nature  and  Disposal  of  Court  Cases. — Continued. 


I. 

Pending  from  last 
year. 

II. 

New  cases  brought. 

III. 

Judgment  obtained 
in  favor  of  appli¬ 
cant  or  claim  paid 
without  judgment. 

IV. 

Judgment  against 

applicant. 

V. 

Otherwise  disposed 

of. 

VI. 

Pending. 

Personal  in- 

injury . 1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Goods  sold.. .  .  1 

1 

0 

0 

Sent  to  law¬ 
yer  . 1 

1 

Contract . 1 

5 

3 

1 

Settled . 1 

1 

Claim  against 
lawyer  ....  1 
against  Coll. 
Loan  Co.  or 

property ...  1 

4 

2 

0 

Settled . 1 

2 

Money  loaned, 0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Insurance . . . . 0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Miscellaneous,  0 

2 

0 

1 

Lapsed  with 
client’s  con¬ 
sent  . 1 

0 

Carriers . 0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Guardianship,  0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Fraud . 0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total . 41 

57 

31 

5 

27 

35 
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Sources  from  which  Clients  of  the"  Society  have 

Come. 

Heard  of  the  Society,  but  no  definite  source . 74 

With  letters  from  private  individuals . 36 

Other  lawyers . 35 

Associated  Charities  of  Boston . 29 

Other  Associated  Charities . 7 

Clergymen . 20 

Churches . 6 

Women’s  Educational  and  Industrial  Union . 19 

Civic  Service  House . 16 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children . 8 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities . 8 

Children’s  Aid  Society . 5 

Charitable  Seamen’s  Societies . 7 

Other  charitable  societies . 15 

In  response  to  advertisement . 14 

Former  clients  of  the  Society . 15 

New  York  Legal  Aid  Society . 6 

Judges . 7 

Court  officers . 9 

Officers  of  the  State . 2 

Officers  of  the  city  of  Boston . 5 

Police  officers . 2 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues. 
Any  person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt 
from  further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues 
of  each  calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  but  shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year. 
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Article  III. 

OFFICERS  AND  MODE  OF  ELECTION. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Society  shall 
consist  of  ten  members  and  the  Treasurer  and  the  Secretary, 
ex  officiis,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society,  to  be  held  on  such  a  day  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  of  every  year  and  at  such  a  place  as  shall  be  designated 
by  the  Board  of  Directors.  They  shall  hold  office  until  the 
election  of  their  successors.  Vacancies  in  the  Board  and 
in  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  during  the  year  shall 
be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  Board  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  vote. 

Sect.  2.  Within  one  week  after  the  election  of  said  Di¬ 
rectors  they  shall  organize  and  elect  by  ballot  from  among 
their  number  a  President,  and  from  among  the  members 
of  the  Society  one  or  more  Vice-Presidents,  and  a  Law  Com¬ 
mittee  to  be  composed  of  three  members  of  the  board,  and 
the  President  or  Acting  President,  ex  officio.  The  Board  of 
Directors  shall  designate  a  member  of  the  Society  to  act 
as  Attorney,  and  shall  fix  his  salary  and  term  of  office. 

Sect.  3.  The  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Attor¬ 
ney,  shall  give  their  services  gratuitously,  except  that  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  exempt  from  paying  their 
annual  dues. 


Article  IV. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be 
held  as  aforesaid,  for  the  election  of  Directors  and  other 
officers,  for  the  reception  of  reports  and  the  transaction  of 
such  other  business  as  may  be  brought  before  the  meeting. 
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Sect.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called 
at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  upon  the  written 
request  of  ten  members,  setting  forth  the  object  of  such 
special  meeting. 

Sect.  3.  At  least  one  week’s  notice  shall  be  given  to  the 
members  of  the  special  meeting  called  under  the  foregoing 
section. 

Sect.  4.  Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any 
annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 


Article  V. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  may  be 
altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
numbers  of  Directors,  at  any  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  provided  that  the  notice  of  such  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  shall  duly  set  forth  said  proposed  alteration  or 
amendment. 


BY-LAWS* 


Article  I. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  or,  in  his  absence,  a  Vice- 
President,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  President  shall  also  present 
a  full  report  of  the  doings  and  progress  of  the  Society  during 
the  previous  year  to  the  members  thereof  at  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing. 

Sect  2.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  proper  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society,  the  minutes  of  its  meetings 
and  those  of  the  Directors,  a  complete  register  of  the  members, 
and  shall  keep  on  file  the  original  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Attorney  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  He  shall  also  pre¬ 
pare  from  these  documents  the  annual  report  of  the  Society, 
and  shall  be  the  medium  of  the  Society  in  its  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  general  public. 

Sect.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  money  of  the 
Society  and  disburse  the  same.  He  shall  invest  life  mem¬ 
bership  fees  as  a  permanent  fund,  of  which  the  income  only 
shall  be  used  for  current  expenses.  He  shall  keep  a  full 
and  Correct  account  of  his  transactions,  and  report  to  the 
Board  when  so  required,  and  through  the  President  to  the 
Society  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  The  Law  Committee  shall  have  full  control 
and  supervision  over  the  action  of  the  Attorney.  Its  mem- 
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bers  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their  legal  advice 
and  their  services  gratuitously,  and  shall  act  as  counsel 
in  the  courts  whenever  it  seems  to  them  necessary.  It 
shall  also  act  as  a  Committee  on  Membership,  and  shall  report 
on  the  names  of  all  desiring  admission. 

Sect.  5.  The  Attorney  shall  attend  to  all  the  law  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Society:  he  shall  call  to  his  aid  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  Law  Committee  in  all  difficult  cases,  and 
shall  be  in  constant  communication  with  such  committee. 
He  shall  keep  proper  books,  and  make  a  report  in  writing 
to  the  Board,  at  its  regular  sittings,  giving  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  of  the  progress  made. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  hold  regular  meet¬ 
ings  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  four  shall  consti¬ 
tute  a  quorum. 

Sect.  8.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  the  power 
to  make  and  adopt  such  Rules  and  By-laws  for  their  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  government  of  the  Society,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  9.  The  Board  of  Directors  are  empowered  to  strike 
from  the  list  of  members  any  one  who  shall  fail  to  pay  his 
dues  for  two  successive  years. 

Sect.  10.  Absent  members  may  vote  at  all  meetings  by 
proxy  authorized  in  writing,  and  such  votes  by  proxy  shall 
be  counted  in  the  number  required  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

Article  II. 

Section  1.  Order  of  Business  for  General  and  Special 
Meetings  of  the  Association. 

1.  Declaration  by  Secretary  that  a  quorum  is  present. 
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2.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

3.  Reading  of  reports. 

4.  Communications  from  special  committees. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 

Sect.  2.  Order  of  Business  for  the  Directors. 

1.  Roll-call. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

3.  Communications  from  the  Chair. 

4.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Election  of  new  members. 

6.  Reports  by  special  committees. 

7.  Old  business. 

8.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 


Article  III. 

Section  1.  These  By-laws  may  be  repealed,  altered, 
or  amended,  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members 
present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Association,  or  by  a  majority 
of  the  Directors  at  any  of  their  meetings. 


MEMBERS. 


Edwin  Hale  Abbot . 14  Beacon  St. 

Charles  Francis  Adams  . 23  Court  St. 

Charles  Allen . The  Charlesgate. 

*Mrs.  F.  L.  Ames . North  Easton. 

Mrs.  Oliver  Ames,  Sr .  355  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Arthur  Amory . P.O.  Box  5094,  Boston. 

C.  W.  Amory . Ames  Building. 

Edward  R.  Andrews . 119  Beacon  St. 

E.  F.  Atkins . 10  Broad  St. 

James  W.  Austin . 53  State  St. 

F.  R.  Bangs . 53  State  St. 

Francis  Bartlett .  Box  1479,  40  State  St. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett .  227  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Thomas  P.  Beal . Sears  Building. 

William  F.  Beal . 50  State  St. 

A.  S.  Bigelow . P.O.  Box  5104,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake . Brookline. 

J.  A.  Lowell  Blake . 37  Beacon  St. 

William  Blake .  27  Kilby  St. 

J.  A.  Blanchard . 39  Court  St. 

Miss  Sarah  H.  Blanchard  . .  239  Beacon  St. 

William  Blodget .  16  Congress  St. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Borland,  The  “Somerset/'  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Charles  P.  Bowditch . 28  State  St. 

Miss  Charlotte  Bowditch  ....  Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 


*  Deceased. 
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Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee  .  . 
Louis  D.  Brandeis  .  .  . 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer  .  .  . 
William  Brewster  .  .  . 

P.  C.  Brooks . 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks  . 
Charles  D.  Burrage  .  . 

Samuel  Cabot . 

Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot  .  . 
Horace  D.  Chapin  .  .  . 

J.  H.  Clark . 

*Mrs.  Eliot  C.  Clarke  .  . 
Alexander  Cochrane  .  . 
Hugh  Cochrane  .... 
Charles  R.  Codman  .  . 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

William  H.  Coolidge  .  . 
James  E.  Cotter  .  .  .  . 
George  G.  Crocker  .  .  . 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby  .  . 
Frederic  Cunningham  . 

Allen  Curtis . 

Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis.  .  .  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis,  Jr.  .  . 
Horatio  G.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Lawrence  Curtis  .... 
Lewis  S.  Dabney  .  .  . 
Charles  H.  Dalton  .  .  . 
Richard  H.  Dana  .  .  . 
Samuel  B.  Dana  .  .  .  . 
Charles  L.  DeNormandie 


.  .  247  Marlborough  St. 

.  .  220  Devonshire  St. 

. 416  Beacon  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

....  2  Deerfield  St. 

. 92  Beacon  St. 

. 24  West  St. 

. 70  Kilby  St. 

. 34  Beacon  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

....  Hotel  Vendome. 
.....  15  Brimmer  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

.  .  .  57fMarlborough  St. 
...  66  Barristers  Hall. 

626  Exchange  Building. 
...  199  Washington  St. 

.  19  Milk  St. 

....  304  Berkeley  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  20|Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

...  29  Pemberton  Sq. 

Old  Boston  National  Bank. 

. 15  Congress  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  905  Exchange  Building. 

. 31  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 


*  Deceased. 
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William  S.  Dexter  .  .  .  . 

Frederic  Dodge . 

James  R.  Dunbar  .  .  .  . 
Charles  F.  Fairbanks  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Fay  .  . 

J.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fish  .  .  . 
Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 
Miss  Cornelia  Anna  French 
Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  .  . 
Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  .  . 
Thomas  J.  Gargan  .... 
William  A.  Gaston  .... 

Lyman  Gibbs . 

George  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

Reginald  Gray . 

F.  C.  Gray . 

J.  C.  Gray . 

Mrs.  Francis  B.  Greene  .  . 
Charles  P.  Greenough  .  . 
David  S.  Greenough  .  .  . 
Henry  S.  Grew . 

E.  A.  Grozier . 

Edwin  B.  Hale . 

N.  P.  Hamlen . 

Charles  Head . 

Augustus  Hemenway  .  . 
Mrs.  Augustus  Hemenway 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway 

F.  L.  Higginson . 

Prof.  Adams  Sherman  Hill 
Arthur  D.  Hill . 


. 40  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 23  Court  St. 

. 501  Sears  Building. 

. 419  Beacon  St. 

169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  346  Kent  Road,  Longwood. 

. 75  Beacon  St. 

.  230  Marlborough  St. 

.  .  .  .  209  Washington  St. 

.  25  Pemberton  Sq. 

.  .  .  .  Pemberton  Building. 

.  587  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury. 
.......  10  Tremont  St. 

. 16  State  St. 

. 7  Mt.  Vernon  PI. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 182  Beacon  St. 

. 39  Court  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

. 89  Beacon  St. 

. Boston  Post. 

.  209  Washington  St. 

.  246  Beacon  St. 

.  State  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

.  Readville. 

.  242  Beacon  St. 

.  Boston. 

.  12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge. 
. 53  State  St. 
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John  Homans,  M.D.  .  .  . 

Robert  Homans . 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Homans  .  . 
*Edward  W.  Hooper  .  .  . 

Elmer  P.  Howe . 

Henry  S.  Howe . 

C.  E.  Hubbard . 

Richard  C.  Humphreys 
*H.  H.  Hunnewell  .... 
Walter  Hunnewell  .  .  . 
Edward  W.  Hutchins  .  . 
Charles  C.  Jackson  .  .  . 
Edward  Jackson  .... 
Charles  P.  Jaynes  .... 

Boyd  B.  Jones . 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy . 

W.  V.  Kellen  ...... 

George  G.  Kennedy  .  .  . 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  .  . 

L.  C.  Kimball  . 

H.  A.  Lamb . 

William  B.  Laurence  .  .  . 

Joseph  Lee . 

George  V.  Leverett  .  .  . 
Roland  C.  Lincoln  .... 
Augustus  P.  Loring  .... 
Judge  William  Caleb  Loring 
The  Misses  Loring  .... 
James  A.  Lowell  .... 

John  Lowell . 

Arthur  T.  Lyman  .... 


. 164  Beacon  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. Hotel  Ludlow. 

. 50  State  St. 

.  P.O.  Box  1825,  Boston. 
....  89  Franklin  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

....  272  Congress  St. 

. Wellesley. 

.  87  Milk  St. 

. Sears  Building. 

.  .  .  301  Marlborough  St. 

. Fairfield  St. 

...  50  Washington  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  403  Beacon  St. 

202  Commonwealth  Ave. 
284  Warren  St.,  Roxbury. 
48  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  P.O.  Box  2133,  Boston. 

. 126  Beacon  St. 

. 40  Water  St. 

....  101  Tremont  St. 

...  53  Devonshire  St. 

.  346  Tremont  Building. 

. 22  Congress  St. 

....  2  Gloucester  St. 

...  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
.  38  Equitable  Building. 

.  .  38  Equitable  Building. 
.  P.O.  Box  1717,  Boston. 


*  Deceased. 
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Charles  Mann . 30  Kilby  St. 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason . 1  Walnut  St.,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman . 73  Bay  State  Road. 

Lawrence  Minot . 39  Court  St. 

Godfrey  Morse .  924  Exchange  Building. 

John  T.  Morse,  Jr .  16  Fairfield  St. 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr . Jamaica  Plain. 

Richard  Olney . 23  Court  St. 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood . 67  Bay  State  Road. 

Robert  Treat  Paine . 6  Joy  St. 

B.  W.  Palmer .  735  Exchange  Building. 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman  . 7  Brimmer  St. 

James  P.  Parmenter .  Court  House,  Boston. 

Edward  C.  Perkins .  706  Sears  Building. 

Mrs.  John  Phillips .  299  Berkeley  St.,  Boston. 

Henry  Pickering . 81  Beacon  St. 

Henry  G.  Pickering . .  .10  Tremont  St. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce . S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Preston  Player  .  The  Abbotsford,  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Putnam . 90  Ames  Building. 

Charles  S.  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Felix  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Charles  C.  Read . 31  State  St. 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D.  .  .  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Ripley  .  State  National  Bank. 

Miss  Emma  Rodman . 174  Beacon  St. 

J.  M.  Rodocanachi . Norfolk  House,  Roxbury. 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell . 20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  A.  Sawyer .  1038  Tremont  Building. 

L.  L.  Scaife . 23  Court  St. 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt . 146  Boylston  St. 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull . 131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  B.  Sears . National  Shawmut  Bank. 
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Francis  P.  Sears . 

J.  M.  Sears . 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Shaw . 

Miss  Laura  Slocum . 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Sohier  .  .  . 

Miss  E.  P.  Sohier . 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier  .  .  .  . 

Charles  B.  Southard . 

L.  C.  Southard . 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole . 

Moorfield  Storey . 

Charles  H.  Swan . 

Robert  T.  Swan . 

J.  Homer  Sweetser . 

Henry  W.  Swift . 

Charles  H.  Taylor . 

Ezra  R.  Thayer . 

J.  L.  Thorndike . 

Lawrence  Tucker . 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman  .  .  .  . 

Miss  Susan  Upham . 

MissLAnita  S.  Ward . 

a 

Miss!Mary  L.  Ware . 

J.  B.  Warner  .  . . 

Bentley JW.  Warren . 

F.’  G.  Webster . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld  .  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth  .  . 

R.  D.  Weston-Smith . 

A.  S.|Wheeler . 

Henry^Wheeler . 

Andrew  C.  Wheelwright .  .  .  . 
Sherman  L.  Whipple . 


. 39  Court  St. 

.  .  -.  511  Sears  Building. 

. Chestnut  Hill. 

Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

.  922  Beacon  St. 

. 79  Beacon  St. 

.  922  Beacon  St. 

.  .  209  Washington  St. 

.  .  .  Tremont  Building. 
.  .  .421  Marlborough  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  .  82  Devonshire  St. 

.  20  Bird  St.,  Dorchester 

. 50  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. Boston  Globe. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  735  Exchange  Building. 

.  .  B.  A.  A.,  Exeter  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  .379  Marlborough  St. 

. 415  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .  41  Brimmer  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  31  State  St. 

.  .  .  113  Devonshire  St. 

.  .  .  81  Mason  Building. 
21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline. 

. 70  State  St. 

.  .  .  511  Sears  Building. 

.  .  .511  Sears  Building. 

.  .  .  73  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

.  .  .  Tremont  Building. 
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Mrs.  C.  T.  White  .  .  . 
George  Wigglesworth  .  . 

C.  A.  Williams . 

Henry  Bigelow  Williams 
Moses  Williams  .  .  .  . 
John  P.  Woodbury  .  .  . 
B.  L.  Young  .... 
James  H.  Young  .  .  . 


213  Commonwealth  Ave. 
....  Milton,  Mass. 
....  126  State  St. 

.  .  201  Clarendon  St. 

...  18  Post-office  Sq. 
348  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 92  State  St. 

.  .  511  Sears  Building. 
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OF 

THE  BOSTON  LEGAL 
AID  SOCIETY 


BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


I903-I904 


Organized  and  Incorporated  1900 


[Copy  of  Certificate  of  Incorporation.] 


No.  8542. 


Commonwealth  of  flDassacbueetts. 

Be  it  known  that  whereas  Charles  P.  Greenough,  George  A.  Goddard, 
Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard,  James  R.  Dunbar,  Charles  T. 
Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses  Williams,  Moorfield  Storey,  Ed¬ 
ward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell,  Robert  Homans,  Charles  R.  Cod- 
man,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George  Wigglesworth  and  John  Lowell 
have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation 
under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  per¬ 
sons  who  may  be  worthy  thereof  and  who  from  poverty  are  unable  to 
procure  it,  and  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation, 
duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations,  and  recorded  in 
this  office: 

Now  therefore  I,  William  M.  Olin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  certify  that  said  Charles  P.  Greenough, 
George  A.  Goddard,  Lewis  S.  Dabney,  Charles  B.  Southard,  James  R. 
Dunbar,  Charles  T.  Gallagher,  Frederic  Cunningham,  Moses  Williams, 
Moorfield  Storey,  Edward  W.  Hutchins,  Walter  Hunnewell,  Robert 
Homans,  Charles  R.  Codman,  Charles  L.  DeNormandie,  George  Wig¬ 
glesworth  and  John  Lowell,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally 
organized  and  established  as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corpora¬ 
tion  under  the  name  of  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society,  with  the  powers, 
rights  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  the  limitations,  duties  and  restric¬ 
tions  which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed,  and  the  seal  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed  this  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred. 


[Seal] 


[Stamp] 
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WM.  M.  OLIN, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY, 
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Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard. 
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C.  L.  DeNormandie. 


Directors. 


Lewis  S.  Dabney. 
Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
R.  D.  Weston-Smith. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


At  the  end  of  four  successful  years  the  Directors  of  the 
Boston  Legal  Aid  Society,  most  of  whom  were  among  its 
incorporators,  feel  that  the  Society  is  no  longer  an  experi¬ 
ment.  Its  record  of  growth  in  every  direction  has  fully  justi¬ 
fied  its  existence,  and  it  has  won  a  recognized  place  among 
the  many  charities  of  Boston.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
however,  that  its  very  success  entails  increased  expense, 
and  that,  while  the  work  of  our  Counsel  has  more  than 
doubled,  the  Directors  have  been  unable  to  increase  their 
salary  to  any  considerable  extent.  Our  membership  ought 
to  be  doubled,  and  we  urge  our  members  to  aid  us  in  ac¬ 
complishing  this  end. 

The  report  of  Counsel  shows  us  that  of  the  56  cases  pending 
at  the  end  of  last  year  6  only  are  still  on  our  docket,  that 
17  have  been  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  that  2  had  to  be 
declined,  that  11  were  dropped  because  the  clients  failed  to 
prosecute  their  claims,  and  that  nothing  could  be  done  in 
the  remaining  20.  Coming  then  to  the  work  for  the  568 
persons  who  applied  to  us  for  aid  during  the  current  year, 
we  find  that  47  were  refused  at  the  outset,  that  about  50  re¬ 
ceived  advice,  that  after  investigation  nothing  could  be  done 
for  about  120,  that  75  were  dropped  because  the  clients  re¬ 
fused  or  failed  to  prosecute  their  claims,  that  about  75  are 
still  pending,  while  about  200  cases,  some  35  per  cent,  of 
all  applications,  have  been  brought  to  some  satisfactory  con¬ 
clusion.  That  this  result  may  encourage  our  members,  the 

7 


8 


Directors  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  from  the  very 
nature  of  our  work  much  must  be  done  without  tangible 
gain,  that  many  claims  come  to  us  which  are  unreasonable 
and  even  absurd,  but  that  a  certain  amount  of  relief  and 
satisfaction  is  given  to  these  clients  when  they  are  told  from 
a  reliable  source  that  their  claims  are  untenable  and  ought 
to  be  abandoned. 

The  financial  report  of  Counsel  shows  us  the  pleasing  fact 
that  over  $4,200  have  been  collected  and  handed  over  to  our 
clients  as  a  result  of  this  year’s  work.  This,  which  is  more 
than  double  the  amount  so  handed  over  last  year,  together 
with  the  wide  field  from  which  our  clients  come,  as  is  shown 
by  the  Table  of  Sources,  encourages  us  in  our  effort  to  give 
free  legal  advice  to  the  poor  of  Boston. 


C.  L.  DeNormandie,  Secretary . 
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George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer . 

Nov.  8,  1904. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT. 


Sept.  1,  1903 — Sept.  1,  1904. 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  have  been 
568  applications  to  the  Society,  classified  as  follows: — 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  72 

Collections . 22 

Pending . 6 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  18 

Collection . 9 

Advice . 1 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases . .  .  106 

(a)  Divorce . 34 

(b)  Nullity  of  Marriage . 3 

(c)  Separate  Support  Cases . 69 

(а)  Divorce: 

Successful . 6 

Pending . 12 

(б)  Nullity  of  Marriage: 

Pending . 1 

(c)  Separate  Support  Cases : 

Successful . 17 

Advice . 4 

Parties  reconciled . 9 

Pending . 8 
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4.  Frauds .  15 

5.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  34 

Accomplished  desired  result  or  made  settle¬ 
ment  . 3 

Pending . 7 

6.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  24 

Accomplished  desired  results . 6 

Advice . 4 

Turned  over  to  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  1 
Pending . 6 

7.  Personal  Property  Cases .  36 

Recovered  property  or  accomplished  desired 

result . 6 

Advice . 12 

Pending . 2 

8.  Cases  involving  rent .  16 

Accomplished  desired  result  or  made  collec¬ 
tion  . . 5 

Advice . 3 

*  Pending . 5 

9.  Insurance  .  6 

Accomplished  desired  result . 3 

10.  Loans .  16 

Collected  or  settled . 4 

Pending . 3 

11.  Real  Estate .  10 

Accomplished  desired  result  or  settled  .  .  3 

Advice . 6 

Pending . 1 
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12.  Claims  against  Carriers .  1 

13.  Bastardy .  12 

Settled . 1 

Marriage  . 2 

Pending . 4 

14.  Personal  Injury .  36 

Settled . 4 

Advice . 1 

Pending . 8 

15.  Cases  involving  custody  of  children  or  guardi¬ 

anship  .  32 

Accomplished  desired  result . 9 

Advice . 9 

Decree  by  consent . 1 

Pending . 2 

16.  Goods  sold .  3 

Successful . 2 

17.  Applications  for  Charity .  2 

18.  Criminal  .  14 

19  Miscellaneous  Contract  Cases .  41 

Accomplished  desired  result  or  made  collec¬ 
tion  . 8 

Dropped  with  client’s  consent . 2 

Pending . 9 

20.  Drawing  instruments .  5 

21.  Trustee  process .  4 

Accomplished  desired  result . 2 

Advice . 1 

Pending . 1 
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22.  Bankruptcy .  3 

23.  Pardon  Cases .  5 

24.  Slander  and  Libel .  3 

25.  Application  for  Pension .  1 

Declined . 1 

26.  Assault  and  Battery  .  2 

27.  Assignment  of  Wages .  2 

Settled . 2 

28.  Miscellaneous .  49 

Accomplished  desired  result . 11 

Advice . 6 

Sent  to  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  ...  1 


568 

In  213  of  these  cases  the  applicants  were  men,  in  5  charit¬ 
able  societies,  and  in  350  women.  Of  these  568  cases  we 
investigated  or  acted  in  521,  and  declined  to  take  any  steps 
in  47.  Our  reasons  for  declining  to  proceed  at  all  in  47  cases 


were  as  follows: — 

Cases  Declined. 

Criminal  . . 11 

Had  another  attorney . 12 

Able  to  pay . 3 

Unmeritorious . 14 

j 

Services  desired  wholly  outside  of  State  ....  1 

Application  for  pension  . 1 

Application  for  charity . 2 

Client  insane . 1 

Had  acted  for  the  other  side . 1 

Political . 1 

—  47 


% 
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Clients  have  come  to  the  Society  from  the  following 
sources : — 

Sources  from  which  Cases  Came. 

Lawyer . 72 

Private  individual . 65 

Former  client . 60 

Associated  Charities . 36 

Court  officers . 35 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  ....  25 
Women’s  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  ....  19 

Cambridge  Associated  Charities . 9 

Advertisement . 26 

No  one . 33 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities . 20 

Other  Charitable  Societies  . 30 

Civic  Service  House . 12 

Clergymen . 25 

Seamen’s  Friend  Society . 4 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston . 7 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum . 14 

New  York  Legal  Aid  Society . 11 

Children’s  Aid  Society . 9 

Police  Commissioners  of  Boston . 5 

United  States  Marshal . 17 

Policemen . 13 

Judges  of  Probate . 12 

Constable . 1 

Employment  Agency . 1 

Labor  Unions . 5 

British  Consul . 2 
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The  results  of  cases  pending  from  the  previous  year  are 
shown  in  the  following  table: — 

Results  of  Cases  Pending  Sept.  1,  1903. 

Wages .  12 

Collection . 4 

Nothing  can  be  done . 3 

Client  failed  to  prosecute  . 5 

Matrimonial  Cases .  18 

(a)  Divorce .  8 

Cases  successfully  tried . 6 

Respondent  died . 1 

Pending  . 1 

(b)  Separation .  10 

Cases  successfully  tried . 2 

No  case . 2 

Respondent  could  not  be  found  ....  3 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 2 

Nothing  could  be  done  . 1 

Frauds  .  1 

Pending  . 1 

Claims  against  Lawyers  .  2 

Successfully  tried . 1 

Declined . 1 

Relating  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons  ...  5 

Accomplished  desired  result . 1 

Nothing  could  be  done  . 2 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 2 

Cases  involving  rent .  1 

Lapsed  with  client’s  consent . 1 

Claims  for  money  loaned .  1 

Nothing  could  be  done  . 1 
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Claims  for  Property .  1 

Accomplished  desired  result . 1 

Claims  against  carriers .  1 

Nothing  could  be  done . 1 

Bastardy  Cases  .  3 

Cases  successfully  tried . 1 

Pending  . 2 

Claims  for  Personal  Injuries .  4 

No  case . 2 

Pending  . 2 

Cases  relating  to  custody  of  minors  and  guardi¬ 
anship  .  1 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 1 

Claims  for  Goods  sold .  2 

Collection . 1 

Nothing  could  be  done . 1 

Miscellaneous  contract  cases .  4 

Collection . 1 

Client  failed  to  prosecute . 1 

Nothing  could  be  done  . 2 


We  have  followed  our  practice  of  last  year  in  giving  tables 
showing  the  nature  of  the  cases  brought  to  our  attention, 
the  sources  from  which  the  Society’s  clients  come,  and  the 
general  results  as  far  as  possible  of  the  applications  made 
to  us.  We  have  added  this  year  a  statement  in  regard  to 
the  cases  pending  at  the  time  of  our  report  of  last  year. 
It  may  seem  to  some  that  the  percentage  of  cases  in  which 
some  actual  tangible  result  was  reached  is  not  large,  but  we 
ourselves  think  that  the  Society  has  by  the  work  in  the  past 
year  more  than  justified  its  organization  and  the  support 
from  its  members.  In  the  first  place  the  number  of  appli- 
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cations  has  very  greatly  increased,  from  344  in  1903  to  568 
in  1904.  This  shows  that  its  advantages  are  more  and 
more  appreciated  by  the  community.  In  the  second  place 
the  amount  of  collections  made  by  the  Society  has  increased 
from  a  little  over  $2,000  last  year  to  over  $4,600  this,  a  very 
gratifying  showing.  Lastly,  the  sources  from  which  clients 
have  come  show  the  Society’s  standing  with  its  former 
clients,  and  its  usefulness  to  the  bar,  to  other  charitable 
organizations  and  to  the  courts  and  court  officials. 

Any  comment  on  the  various  classes  of  cases  would  be 
much  the  same  as  that  contained  in  our  report  of  last  year. 
A  better  showing  is  made  with  claims  for  wages  than  before. 
In  matrimonial  disputes  we  do  not  think  after  another  year’s 
experience  that  divorce  cases  present  as  a  rule  a  field  for  the 
extension  of  the  efforts  of  the  Society,  and  we  do  not  mean 
usually  to  undertake  their  prosecution  unless  some  charita¬ 
ble  body,  knowing  the  condition  of  the  family,  think  it  neces¬ 
sary.  On  the  other  hand,  in  making  husbands  support  their 
wives,  through  applications  to  the  Probate  Court  for  sep¬ 
arate  maintenance,  the  Society’s  work  is  continually  on  the 
increase,  is  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  and  prevents 
suffering  and  want  to  a  considerable  extent.  As  the  num¬ 
ber  of  seamen’s  wages  cases  has  doubled  and  shows  a  very 
good  average  comparatively  of  successful  results,  we  feel 
sure  that  in  time  this  class  of  cases  will  be  one  in  which  the 
Society’s  work  will  be  of  very  great  value.  The  number  of 
applicants  who  have  claims  for  personal  injuries  has  increased, 
but  it  is  not  often  that  the  applicant  has  a  good  cause  of 
action.  In  these  personal  injury  cases  a  few  were  settled 
satisfactorily,  a  successful  result  will  very  probably  be 
reached  in  some  of  those  now  pending  in  court,  and  in  one 
we  secured  a  verdict  of  several  thousand  dollars.  One  class 
of  cases,  grievances  against  other  lawyers,  is  hard  to  deal 
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with.  We  never  interfere  except  where  the  situation  clearly 
demands  it.  In  regard  to  other  classes  of  work,  to  which 
we  have  made  no  specific  references,  the  tables  speak  mainly 
for  themselves.  We  only  wish  to  add  that  in  giving  advice 
the  Society  does  as  much  good  as  in  any  other  way,  for 
clients  are  satisfied  with  knowing  what  their  rights  are 
and  what  course  of  conduct  to  pursue. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  our  collections  and  the  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  rule  of  collecting  in  advance  a  small  sum  from 
the  client  before  undertaking  litigation  has  enabled  us  this 
year  to  conduct  the  work  without  calling  on  the  Society  to 
contribute  anything  towards  expenses  except  the  salary  of 
its  attorneys;  and,  in  fact,  there  was  a  small  balance  to  the 
Society's  credit  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  is  usual,  we  give  a  comparative  statement  year  by  year 
of  the  number  of  suits  in  which  we  have  appeared:  — 


Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston  . 
Municipal  Court,  other  Boston  Districts 
Police  or  District  Courts,  outside  Boston 
Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County  .  .  . 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties  .  .  . 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County  .  .  . 

Superior  Court,  other  Counties  .  .  . 

Supreme  Judicial  Court . 

United  States  District  Court  .... 
Courts  outside  State . 


1902  1903  1904 

7  14  15 

0  5  5 

2  13 

8  10  32 

8  5  12 

12  16  23 

3  5  8 

0  0  1 

0  0  4 

1  1  0 


41  57  103 


HILL  &  HOMANS,  Attorneys . 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 
membership. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues. 
Any  person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt 
from  further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues 
of  each  calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  but  shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year. 
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Article  III. 

OFFICERS  AND  MODE  OF  ELECTION. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Society  shall 
consist  of  ten  members  and  the  Treasurer  and  the  Secretary, 
ex  officiis,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society,  to  be  held  on  such  a  day  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  of  every  year  and  at  such  a  place  as  shall  be  designated 
by  the  Board  of  Directors.  They  shall  hold  office  until  the 
election  of  their  successors.  Vacancies  in  the  Board  and 
in  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  during  the  year  shall 
be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  Board  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  vote. 

Sect.  2.  Within  one  week  after  the  election  of  said  Di¬ 
rectors  they  shall  organize  and  elect  by  ballot  from  among 
their  number  a  President,  and  from  among  the  members 
of  the  Society  one  or  more  Vice-Presidents,  and  a  Law  Com¬ 
mittee  to  be  composed  of  three  members  of  the  board,  and 
the  President  or  Acting  President,  ex  officio.  The  Board  of 
Directors  shall  designate  a  member  of  the  Society  to  act 
as  Attorney,  and  shall  fix  his  salary  and  term  of  office. 

Sect.  3.  The  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Attor¬ 
ney,  shall  give  their  services  gratuitously,  except  that  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  exempt  from  paying  their 
annual  dues. 


Article  IV. 

MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be 
held  as  aforesaid,  for  the  election  of  Directors  and  other 
officers,  for  the  reception  of  reports  and  the  transaction  of 
such  other  business  as  may  be  brought  before  the  meeting. 
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Sect.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be  called 
at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  upon  the  written 
request  of  ten  members,  setting  forth  the  object  of  such 
special  meeting. 

Sect.  3.  At  least  one  week’s  notice  shall  be  given  to  the 
members  of  the  special  meeting  called  under  the  foregoing 
section. 

Sect.  4.  Ten  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any 
annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 


Article  V. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  may  be 
altered  or  amended  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Directors,  at  any  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  provided  that  the  notice  of  such  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  shall  duly  set  forth  said  proposed  alteration  or 
amendment. 


BY-LAWS. 


Article  I. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  or,  in  his  absence,  a  Vice- 
President,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  President  shall  also  present 
a  full  report  of  the  doings  and  progress  of  the  Society  during 
the  previous  year  to  the  members  thereof  at  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing. 

Sect.  2.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  proper  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society,  the  minutes  of  its  meetings 
and  those  of  the  Directors,  a  complete  register  of  the  members, 
and  shall  keep  on  file  the  original  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Attorney  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  He  shall  also  pre¬ 
pare  from  these  documents  the  annual  report  of  the  Society, 
and  shall  be  the  medium  of  the  Society  in  its  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  general  public. 

Sect.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  money  of  the 
Society  and  disburse  the  same.  He  shall  invest  life  mem¬ 
bership  fees  as  a  permanent  fund,  of  which  the  income  only 
shall  be  used  for  current  expenses.  He  shall  keep  a  full 
and  correct  account  of  his  transactions,  and  report  to  the 
Board  when  so  required,  and  through  the  President  to  the 
Society  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  The  Law  Committee  shall  have  full  control 
and  supervision  over  the  action  of  the  Attorney.  Its  mem- 
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bers  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their  legal  advice 
and  their  services  gratuitously,  and  shall  act  as  counsel 
in  the  courts  whenever  it  seems  to  them  necessary.  It 
shall  also  act  as  a  Committee  on  Membership,  and  shall  report 
on  the  names  of  all  desiring  admission. 

Sect.  5.  The  Attorney  shall  attend  to  all  the  law  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Society:  he  shall  call  to  his  aid  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  Law  Committee  in  all  difficult  cases,  and 
shall  be  in  constant  communication  with  such  committee. 
He  shall  keep  proper  books,  and  make  a  report  in  writing 
to  the  Board,  at  its  regular  sittings,  giving  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  of  the  progress  made. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  hold  regular  meet¬ 
ings  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  four  shall  consti¬ 
tute  a  quorum. 

Sect.  8.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  the  power 
to  make  and  adopt  such  Rules  and  By-laws  for  their  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  government  of  the  Society,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution,  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Sect.  9.  The  Board  of  Directors  are  empowered  to  strike’ 
from  the  list  of  members  any  one  who  shall  fail  to  pay  his 
dues  for  two  successive  years. 

Sect.  10.  Absent  members  may  vote  at  all  meetings  by 
proxy  authorized  in  writing,  and  such  votes  by  proxy  shall 
be  counted  in  the  number  required  to  constitute  a  quorum. 


Article  II. 

Section  1.  Order  of  Business  for  General  and  Special 
Meetings  of  the  Association. 

1.  Declaration  by  Secretary  that  a  quorum  is  present. 
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2.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 

3.  Reading  of  reports. 

4.  Communications  from  special  committees. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 

Sect.  2.  Order  of  Business  for  the  Directors. 

1.  Roll-call. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

3.  Communications  from  the  Chair. 

4.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Election  of  new  members. 

6.  Reports  by  special  committees. 

7.  Old  business. 

8.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 


Article  III. 

Section  1.  These  By-laws  may  be  repealed,  altered, 
or  amended,  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members 
present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Association,  or  by  a  majority 
of  the  Directors  at  any  of  their  meetings. 


MEMBERS. 


Edwin  Hale  Abbot . 14  Beacon  St... 

Charles  Francis  Adams . 23  Court  St. 

Charles  Allen . The  Charlesgate. 

Arthur  Amory . P.O.  Box  5094,  Boston. 

C.  W.  Amory . Ames  Building. 

Edward  R.  Andrews .  119  Beacon  St. 

E.  F.  Atkins .  10  Broad  St. 

Francis  Bartlett . Box  1479,  40  State  St. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett .  227  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Thomas  P.  Beal .  Sears  Building.. 

William  F.  Beal . 50  State  St_ 

A.  S.  Bigelow . P.O.  Box  5104,  Boston.. 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake . Brookline. 

J.  A.  Lowell  Blake  . 37  Beacon  St. 

William  Blake . 27  Kilby  St. 

J.  A.  Blanchard . 39  Court  St. 

Miss  Sarah  H.  Blanchard .  239  Beacon  St.. 

William  Blodget  .  16  Congress  St. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Borland,  The  “Somerset,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Charles  P.  Bowditch . 28  State  St. 

Miss  Charlotte  Bowditch  ....  Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee .  247  Marlborough  St. 

Louis  D.  Brandeis .  220  Devonshire  St. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer . 416  Beacon  St. 

William  Brewster . 10  Tremont  St.. 

P.  C.  Brooks . 2  Deerfield  St. 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks . 92  Beacon  St.. 
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Charles  D.  Burrage  .  . 

Samuel  Cabot . 

Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot  .  . 
Horace  D.  Chapin  .  .  . 

J.  H.  Clark . 

Alexander  Cochrane  .  . 
Hugh  Cochrane  .... 
Charles  R.  Codman  .  . 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

William  H.  Coolidge  .  . 
James  E.  Cotter  .... 
George  G.  Crocker  .  .  . 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 
Frederic  Cunningham  . 

Allen  Curtis . 

Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis,  Jr. 
Horatio  G.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Lawrence  Curtis  .  .  . 
Lewis  S.  Dabney  .  .  . 
Charles  H.  Dalton  .  .  . 
Richard  H.  Dana  .  .  . 
Samuel  B.  Dana  .  .  . 
Charles  L.  DeNormandie 
William  S.  Dexter  .  .  . 
Frederic  Dodge  .  .  .  . 
James  R.  Dunbar  .  .  . 
Charles  F.  Fairbanks 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Fay  . 

J.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fish  .  .  . 
Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  . 


. 24  West  St. 

. 70  Kilby  St. 

. 34  Beacon  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. Hotel  Vendome. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

....  57  Marlborough  St. 
.  ...  66  Barristers'  Hall. 
.  .  626  Exchange  Building. 
...  199  Washington  St. 

.  19  Milk  St. 

.  304  Berkeley  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

....  29  Pemberton  Sq. 

Old  Boston  National  Bank. 

. 15  Congress  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  905  Exchange  Building. 

. 31  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 40  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 23  Court  St. 

....  501  Sears  Building. 

. 419  Beacon  St. 

169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
346  Kent  Road,  Longwood. 
. 75  Beacon  St. 
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Miss  Cornelia  Anna  French 
Edward  Frothingham  .  . 
Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  .  . 
Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  .  . 
Thomas  J.  Gargan  .... 
William  A.  Gaston  .  .  . 

Lyman  Gibbs . 

George  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

Reginald  Gray . 

F.  C.  Gray . 

J.  C.  Gray . 

Mrs.  Francis  B.  Greene 
Charles  P.  Greenough  .  . 
David  S.  Greenough  .  .  . 
Henry  S.  Grew . 

E.  A.  Grozier . 

N.  P.  Hamlen  . 

Charles  Head . 

Augustus  Hemenway  .  . 
Mrs.  Augustus  Hemenway 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway 

F.  L.  Higginson . 

Adams  Sherman  Hill  .  .  . 

Arthur  D.  Hill . 

Robert  Homans . 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Homans  .  . 

Elmer  P.  Howe . 

Henry  S.  Howe . 

C.  E.  Hubbard . 

Richard  C.  Humphreys 
Walter  Hunnewell  .... 
Edward  W.  Hutchins  .  . 
Charles  C.  Jackson  .  .  . 


.  .  .  230  Marlborough  St. 

. Charity  Building. 

.  .  .  209  Washington  St. 

. 25  Pemberton  St. 

.  .  .  Pemberton  Building. 

.  587  Beacon  St. 

.  .  49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury. 

.  10  Tremont  St. 

. 16  State  St. 

. 7  Mt.  Vernon  PI. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 182  Beacon  St. 

. 39  Court  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

. 89  Beacon  St. 

.  Boston  Post. 

.  246  Beacon  St. 

.  State  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

.  Readville. 

.  242  Beacon  St. 

.  Boston. 

12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. Hotel  Ludlow. 

P.O.  Box  1825,  Boston. 

.  89  Franklin  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  272  Congress  St. 

.  87  Milk  St. 

.  Sears  Building. 

.  .  .  301  Marlborough  St. 
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Edward  Jackson 
Charles  P.  Jaynes 
Boyd  B.  Jones 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy 
W.  V.  Kellen 
George  G.  Kennedy 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball 
L.  C.  Kimball 
H.  A.  Lamb 
William  B.  Laurence 
Joseph  Lee 
George  V.  Leverett 
Roland  C.  Lincoln 
Augustus  P.  Loring 
William  Caleb  Loring 
The  Misses  Loring 
James  A.  Lowell 
John  Lowell 
Arthur  T.  Lyman 
Charles  Mann 
Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason 
Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman 
Lawrence  Minot 
Godfrey  Morse 
John  T.  Morse,  Jr 
Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr 
Richard  Olney 
Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood 
Robert  Treat  Paine 
B.  W.  Palmer 
Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman 
James  P.  Parmenter  . 
Francis  Peabody,  Jr.  . 


Fairfield  St. 
50  Washington  St. 
53  State  St. 
403  Beacon  St. 
202  Commonwealth  Ave. 
284  Warren  St.,  Roxbury. 
48  Commonwealth  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  2133,  Boston. 
126  Beacon  St. 

40  Water  St. 
101  Tremont  St. 
53  Devonshire  St. 
346  Tremont  Building. 
22  Congress  St. 
2  Gloucester  St. 
37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
38  Equitable  Building. 
38  Equitable  Building. 
Box  1717,  Boston. 
30  Kilby  St. 
1  Walnut  St.,  Boston. 
73  Bay  State  Road. 
39  Court  St. 
924  Exchange  Building. 
16  Fairfield  St. 
Jamaica  Plain. 
23  Court  St. 
67  Bay  State  Road. 

6  Joy  St. 
735  Exchange  Building. 
....  7  Brimmer  St. 
.  Court  House,  Boston. 
104  Devonshire  Building. 
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Edward  C.  Perkins .  706  Sears  Building. 

Mrs.  John  Phillips .  299  Berkeley  St.,  Boston. 

Henry  Pickering . 81  Beacon  St. 

Henry  G.  Pickering .  10  Tremont  St. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce .  S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston. 

Mrs.  Preston  Player  .  The  Abbotsford,  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Putnam . 90  Ames  Building. 

Charles  S.  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Felix  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Charles  C.  Read . 31  State  St. 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D.  .  .  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Ripley . State  National  Bank. 

Miss  Emma  Rodman  .  174  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell . 20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  A.  Sawyer .  1038  Tremont  Building. 

L.  L.  Scaife  . 23  Court  St. 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt .  146  Boylston  St. 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull . 131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  B.  Sears  . National  Shawmut  Bank. 

J.  M.  Sears  . .  511  Sears  Building. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Shaw  . Chestnut  Hill. 

Miss  Laura  Slocum . Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr . 60  State  St. 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Sohier .  922  Beacon  St. 

Miss  E.  P.  Sohier . 79  Beacon  St. 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier .  922  Beacon  St. 

Charles  B.  Southard .  209  Washington  St. 

L.  C.  Southard . Tremont  Building. 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole  . 421  Marlborough  St. 

Moorfield  Storey . 53  State  St. 

Charles  H.  Swan .  82  Devonshire  St. 

Robert  T.  Swan .  20  Bird  St.,  Dorchester. 

J.  Homer  Sweetser . 50  State  St. 
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Henry  W.  Swift . 

Charles  H.  Taylor . 

Ezra  R.  Thayer . 

J.  L.  Thorndike . 

Lawrence  Tucker . 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman  .  . 
Miss  Susan  Upham  .  .  .  . 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  .  .  .  . 

Miss  Mary  L.  Ware  .  .  .  . 

J.  B.  Warner . 

Bentley  W.  Warren  .  .  .  . 

F.  G.  Webster . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth  . 
R.  D.  Weston-Smith  .  .  .  . 

A.  S.  Wheeler . 

Henry  Wheeler . 

Andrew  C.  Wheelwright  .  . 
Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  .  . 

Mrs.  C.  T.  White . 

George  Wigglesworth  .  .  . 

C.  A.  Williams . 

Henry  Bigelow  Williams  .  . 

Moses  Williams . 

John  P.  Woodbury  .  .  .  . 

B.  L.  Young . 

James  H.  Young . 


. 50  State  St. 

. Boston  Globe. 

. 53  State  St 

735  Exchange  Building 
B.  A.  A.,  Exeter  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  379  Marlborough  St. 

.  .  .  .  415  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .  41  Brimmer  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 31  State  St. 

,  .  .  113  Devonshire  St. 
.  .  .  81  Mason  Building. 
21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline. 

. . 70  State  St. 

.  .  .511  Sears  Building. 

.  .  511  Sears  Building. 

.  .  .  73  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

.  .  Tremont  Building. 
213  Commonwealth  Ave. 

.  Milton,  Mass. 

. 126  State  St. 

,  .  .  .201  Clarendon  St. 

...  18  Post-office  Sq. 
348  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 92  State  St. 

.  .  .511  Sears  Building. 
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ancRETARira  report. 


Our  Society  started  five  years  ago  with  a  membership  of 
about  ioo.  Today  we  have  double  that  number.  This  in¬ 
crease  in  membership  enables  us  to  provide  extra  office  room 
for  our  Counsel,  and  thus  the  great  increase  in  work  that  has 
come  and  is  coming  to  our  Society  is  more  easily  handled. 
If  our  membership  continues  to  grow,  the  work  of  the  Society 
can  be  extended  in  various  directions.  The  question  of 
branches  in  the  outlying  districts  such  as  the  North  End  and 
Roxbury  Crossing  must  be  considered.  In  New  York  the 
opening  of  branch  offices  has  greatly  increased  the  efficiency 
of  the  Legal  Aid  Society  in  that  City.  It  is  obvious  that  just 
those  persons  who  need  our  help  most  find  it  difficult  to  come 
to  a  down  town  office,  which  is  open  only  during  the  day. 
The  loafers,  the  quarrelsome,  and  the  vicious,  find  out  our 
Society  as  they  find  out  all  Charities,  and  their  cases  must  be 
heard  and  investigated  by  us  as  by  other  charities  ;  but  the 
hard-working  right-minded  man  or  woman  hesitates  to  give 
up  half  a  day’s  pay  in  order  to  bring  his  case  to  the  attention 
of  our  Counsel.  Then  when  the  wrong  becomes  more  than 
he  can  bear,  he  often  falls  into  the  hands  of  some  nearby 
unscrupulous  lawyer. 

The  report  of  Counsel  speaks  of  the  need  of  a  fund  that 
can  be  used  to  start  Court  proceedings,  when,  as  is  so  often 
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the  case,  the  plaintiff  is  worthy,  but  financially  unable  to 
advance  the  necessary  money.  This  need  is  very  urgent,  for 
during  this  last  year  alone  138  cases  were  abandoned  by  our 
Society  largely  because  our  clients  were  unable  or  unwilling 
to  advance  the  money  necessary  for  the  initial  proceedings, 
and  because  our  Counsel  had  no  funds  with  which  to  meet 
the  emergency.  One  hundred  new  members  would  put  the 
Society  on  a  firm  financial  basis,  and  twenty-five  new  life 
members  would  create  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  would 
more  than  cover  the  annual  deficit  that  might  result  from 
advancing  the  money  necessary  to  prosecute  these  claims 
that  we  have  just  spoken  of. 

An  analysis  of  the  figures  in  the  report  of  Counsel  shows 
an  increase  of  business  and  of  money  turned  over  to  clients. 

Of  the  77  cases  pending  last  year  23  are  still  pending,  26 
have  been  abandoned  by  clients  or  no  results  have  been 
accomplished,  while  28  have  been  settled  or  satisfactorily 
disposed  of. 

Of  the  664  new  cases  coming  to  the  Society  during  the  pres¬ 
ent  year,  60  were  refused  at  the  outset,  117  were  refused  upon 
further  investigation,  138  were  abandoned  largely  as  Counsel 
states  because  of  the  inability  of  clients  and  the  Society  to 
meet  the  initial  cost,  124  are  now  pending,  while  101  have 
received  advice,  and  126  have  been  brought  to  a  successful 
issue.  The  sum  of  $4,984.77  has  actually  been  handed  over 
by  our  Counsel  to  clients  during  the  year,  and  $665.71  re¬ 
mains  on  hand  to  be  so  paid  over.  The  sums  that  have  been 
recovered  for  our  clients  indirectly  and  the  pecuniary  benefits 
that  have  resulted  to  our  clients  because  of  claims  success¬ 
fully  resisted  cannot  be  stated  in  figures,  but  they  are  very 
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real  nevertheless,  and  they  grow  with  the  growth  of  the 
Society. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  a  new  feature  in  the  report 
of  Counsel,  namely,  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  several  of  their 
most  interesting  cases,  and  the  satisfactory  outcome  that  has 
resulted  from  their  efforts. 

C.  L.  DkNormandik. 

November,  1905. 
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George:  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 


Coimani/3  report. 

September  i,  1904,  to  September  i,  1905. 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  have  been 
664  applications  to  the  Society,  classified  as  follows  :  — 


1.  Claims  for  Wages  .....  83 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages  .....  19 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases  .  .  .  .  .  150 

4.  Frauds  .......  10 

5.  Claims  against  lawyers  ....  39 

6.  Estates  of  deceased  persons  .  .  .  31 

7.  Personal  property  cases  .  .  .  .  38 

8.  Cases  involving  rent  .  24 

9.  Insurance  ......  14 

10.  Eoans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

11.  Real  Estate  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

12.  Bastardy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

13.  Personal  injury  .....  29 

14.  Cases  involving  custody  of  children  or 

guardianship  .....  23 

15.  Goods  sold  ......  3 

16.  Applications  for  charity  ....  2 

17.  Criminal  .......  13 

18.  Miscellaneous  contract  cases  ...  59 

19.  Drawing  instruments  ....  4 

20.  Trustee  process  .....  1 

21.  Bankruptcy  and  poor  debtor  ...  5 

22.  Pardon  cases  ......  2 

23.  Slander  and  libel  .....  4 
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24.  Assault  and  battery 

25.  Malicious  prosecution 

26.  Conservator,  appointment  of  . 

27.  Assignment  of  wages 

28.  Miscellaneous  . 


4 

4 

60 


2 


2 


In  two  hundred  and  forty-one  of  these  cases  the  applicants 
were  men  ;  in  five,  charitable  societies  ;  and  in  four  hundred 
and  eighteen,  women. 

Of  these  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  cases  we  investigated 
or  acted  in  six  hundred  and  four,  and  declined  to  take  action 
in  sixty. 

Of  these  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  applications  made 
within  the  year,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  have  been 

I 

abandoned  by  the  applicants  or  dropped  with  their  consent. 
The  usual  reason  for  such  abandonment  is  the  unwillingness 
of  the  applicants  to  advance  the  necessary  cash  for  expenses. 
This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  cases  of  small  claims 
for  wages,  or  for  injury  to  or  detention  of  personal  property. 
In  all  these  cases  the  Counsel  have  written  letters  to  the 
defendants,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  many  of  them  the 
applicants  have  been  able  to  effect  a  settlement  themselves 
with  the  defendants,  but  have  failed  to  report  the  fact  to  the 
Counsel. 

Of  these  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  applications  made 
during  the  year,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  have  proved 
worthless.  In  most  of  such  cases  the  applicant  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  produce  evidence  which  would  justify  the  Counsel  in 
proceeding  to  a  trial.  In  some,  such  evidence  was  produced 
and  a  trial  was  had,  but  the  result  was  unfavorable  to  the 
applicant. 


Clients  have  come  to  the  Society  from  the  following 
sources  :  — 


Private  individual  .....  ioi 

Former  client  ......  78 

Lawyer  .......  65 

No  one,  or  unknown  .....  52 

Clerks  of  Courts  and  court  officers  .  .  51 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Chil¬ 
dren  .......  30 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities  .  .  .  29 

Associated  Charities  .....  26 

Advertisement  ......  25 

Civic  Service  House  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Various  charitable  societies,  each  of  which 

sent  less  than  three  cases  .  .  .  19 

Clergymen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Judges  ........  15 

Women’s  Educational  and  Industrial  Union  13 

United  States  Marshal  .  .  .  .  12 

Policemen  and  constables  .  .  .  .  11 

Children’s  Aid  Society  ....  9 

Various  charitable  societies  for  seamen  .  9 

State  officials  ......  9 

District  attorney  ......  9 

Police  Commissioners  of  Boston  ...  8 

Doctors  .......  8 

Labor  unions  ......  8 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  ...  6 

New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  ...  6 

Cambridge  Associated  Charities  ...  4 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  ....  4 

Banks  ........  4 

Attorney  General  .....  4 

Malden  Associated  Charities  ...  3 
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Boston  Children’s  Friend  Societ}^  .  .  3 

Welcome  House  ......  3 

• 

We  feel  that  the  results  of  this  year’s  work  are  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  show  a  healthy  increase  in  the  business,  and  conse¬ 
quently  in  the  usefulness,  of  the  Society.  The  number  of 
applications  has  increased  from  568  in  1904  to  664  in  1905. 
The  sources  from  which  the  cases  have  come  are  instructive, 
and  show  not  only  that  the  Society  is  becoming  widely 
known,  but  that  its  services  are  appreciated  by  those  who 
have  occasion  for  them,  as  well  as  by  the  members  of  the  Bar 
and  a  great  variety  of  charitable  societies  and  public  officials. 

As  before  stated  in  this  report,  a  considerable  number  of 
A  cases  have  been  abandoned  by  the  applicants.  While  we 
infer  that  in  many  of  these  the  applicants  have  been  enabled 
to  make  their  collections  themselves  through  our  letters  and 
through  the  knowledge  of  the  defendants  that  the  Society 
had  the  matters  in  charge,  yet  a  large  number  of  such  cases 
have  been  abandoned  by  reason  of  the  unwillingness  or  ina¬ 
bility  of  the  applicants  to  advance  the  necessary  cash  for 
expenses  of  bringing  suits.  This  consideration  emphasizes 
the  great  need  of  a  fund  to  meet  such  cases.  If  we  had  even 
a  few  hundred  dollars  a  year  which  we  could  use  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  we  could  not  only  begin  more  suits,  but  the  moral 
effect  of  our  dunning  letters  would  be  increased  when  it 
became  known  that  such  letters  were  invariably  followed  by 
legal  proceedings. 

The  collections  this  year  have  amounted  to  $5,643.89, 
irrespective  of  court  costs  and  allowances.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  over  the  results 
of  last  year.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  fair  to  observe  that 
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we  have  this  year  collected  other  claims  amounting  to 
$273.55,  which  do  not  appear  in  our  financial  report  be¬ 
cause  the  money  was  received  directly  by  the  clients  with¬ 
out  going  through  our  books.  Also  we  have  settled  one 
case  by  buying  in  real  estate  on  execution  valued  at  $399.96, 
of  which  our  client  got  the  full  benefit,  though  of  course 
the  transaction  does  not  appear  on  our  books  or  in  our 
financial  statement.  Also  in  another  case  we  have  been 
the  means  of  saving  a  very  large  amount  of  money  for 
an  applicant.  This  case  deserves  special  mention.  The 
applicant  was  interested  in  a  trust  under  a  will.  The 
trustees  had  never  qualified,  but  for  years  had  been  ad¬ 
ministering  the  trust  in  their  capacity  as  executors  of  the 
same  will,  without  rendering  any  account.  The  executors, 
though  honest,  were  incompetent.  They  had  got  the  estate 
into  great  confusion  and  had  paid  away  a  considerable  part 
of  the  principal  as  income  to  other  beneficiaries.  The  result 
was  that  the  applicant  found  himself  in  hard  circumstances, 
and,  as  he  could  not  afford  to  employ  counsel,  came  to  the 
Society.  After  protracted  litigation  we  straightened  the 
matter  out,  made  the  executors  file  an  intelligible  account  of 
their  proceedings,  had  numerous  items  therein  disallowed  by 
the  Probate  Court,  persuaded  the  executors  to  resign  and 
had  a  trust  company  appointed  trustee  and  turned  the  matter 
over  to  the  company,  as  it  then  appeared  that  the  applicant 
would  have  enough  income  to  pay  for  future  services.  The 
Trust  Company  now  inform  us  that  they  are  in  process  of 
making  a  settlement  with  the  executors  by  virtue  of  which 
the  applicant  will  receive  in  the  neighborhood  of  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  cash,  which  is  on  account  of  money  that  he 
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should  have  received  in  the  past  had  the  trust  been  property 
administered.  In  addition  to  this  the  trust  fund  is  now  in 
competent  hands,  and  he  will  receive  his  income  as  it  accrues. 

Besides  cases  where  money  has  been  collected  for  clients, 
there  are  other  cases  where  applicants  have  been  benefited 
pecuniarily  by  our  efforts,  —  cases  in  which  the  applicant  has 
been  a  defendant  and  where  unjust  claims  have  been  success¬ 
fully  resisted  or  cut  down  or  advantageously  settled. 

The  tables  given  in  this  report  may  be  compared  with 
those  in  last  year’s  report.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  fact  disclosed  by  the  comparison  is  that  the  personal 
injury  cases  have  not  only  not  increased,  but  actually  fallen 
off.  While  this  may  be  due  to  chance,  as  some  other  classes 
of  cases  have  also  fallen  off  (notably  the  cases  involving 
guardianship,  for  which  we  can  assign  no  reason  but  chance), 
yet  we  feel  that  the  failure  of  the  personal  injury  cases  to 
keep  pace  with  the  general  increase  of  the  work  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  is  due  to  some  cause.  The  Society  is  admirably  fitted  to 
do  good  work  in  this  class  of  cases,  which  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  litigation  of  the  poor,  and  it  is  well  known  that  poor 
plaintiffs,  by  falling  into  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  practi¬ 
tioners,  often  obtain  but  a  small  share  of  their  verdicts,  the 
lawyer,  doctor,  and  “runner”  dividing  most  of  the  spoil 
between  them.  This  class  of  practice  is  eagerly  sought  after 
by  a  large  number  of  lawyers,  and  all  sorts  of  methods  are 
pursued  by  them  to  obtain  it.  Therefore  we  are  sure  that 
many  people  who  would  be  fit  objects  for  the  charity  of  this 
Society,  and  who  would  find  their  way  to  us  if  they  had  some 
small  matter  to  be  attended  to,  are  diverted  into  the  hands  of 
accident  lawyers  when  they  have  a  personal  injury  case  that 
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promises  a  good  verdict.  As  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  em¬ 
ploy  “runners”  to  watch  the  hospitals  and  police  stations, 
the  only  way  to  get  poor  persons  having  accident  cases  to 
come  to  this  Society  is  to  ask  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the 
members  and  of  all  others  interested  in  public  charity  to 
advise  such  persons  to  come  to  this  Society  with  their 
cases. 

The  comparison  also  shows  that  the  separate  support 
cases  have  almost  doubled  in  number  since  last  year,  and  it 
is  in  this  branch  of  our  work  that  we  appear  to  be  doing  the 
most  good. 

The  tables  show,  as  they  did  last  year,  a  large  number  of 
cases  in  which  advice  was  given.  It  is  impossible  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  value  of  such  work,  but  we  are  confident  that 
it  is  large.  Many  applicants  are  saved  trouble  and  ex¬ 
pense,  and  many  are  restored  to  peace  of  mind  by  learn¬ 
ing,  from  a  source  that  they  respect,  exactty  what  their 
rights  are. 

As  during  the  previous  year,  we  have  this  year  adhered 
to  our  custom  of  collecting  a  small  sum  in  advance  from 
the  client  to  cover  expenses  before  undertaking  litigation. 
We  have  also  usually  collected  a  fee  of  not  more  than  10% 
on  collections  of  over  $10,  for  the  use  of  the  Society.  This 
has  enabled  us  to  conduct  the  work  without  calling  on  the 
Society  to  contribute  anything  towards  expenses,  except  the 
salary  of  its  attorneys. 

We  subjoin  accounts  of  some  of  the  most  interesting  cases 
in  which  the  Society  acted  during  the  past  year. 

As  is  usual,  we  give  a  comparative  statement  year  by  year 
of  the  number  of  suits  in  which  we  have  appeared  :  — 
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1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston 

7 

14 

15 

3i 

Municipal  Court,  other  Boston  Districts 
Police  or  District  Courts  outside  of 

0 

5 

5 

1 

Boston  ...... 

2 

1 

3 

5 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County 

8 

10 

32 

61 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties 

8 

5 

12 

16 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County  . 

12 

16 

23 

20 

Superior  Court,  other  Counties  . 

3 

5 

8 

6 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

0 

0 

1 

2 

United  States  District  Court 

0 

0 

4 

3 

Courts  outside  State  .... 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4i 

57 

103 

145 

144°- 

The  client  in  this  case  was  a  crippled  woman  past  sixty. 
She  had  married  a  man  very  much  younger  than  herself, 
with  whom  she  lived,  but  apparently  did  not  get  along  with. 
Before  her  marriage  she  had  worked  as  a  domestic  servant, 
and  had  deposited  in  the  savings  bank  sums  amounting  to 
over  $1000.  From  time  to  time  she  had  drawn  out  small 
sums  to  meet  her  needs,  and  during  the  past  year,  being  in 
greater  need  than  usual,  she  had  withdrawn  the  whole  sum 
and  had  concealed  it  in  her  house.  Her  husband  had  found 
it  and  had  deposited  it  in  his  own  name  in  the  same  savings 
bank.  Thereupon  she  made  claim  to  it  at  the  Bank,  and 
the  Bank  then  refused  to  pay  it  over  to  either  party.  The 
husband  brought  suit  against  the  Bank,  who  interpleaded, 
joining  the  wife  as  claimant.  The  case  was  tried  in  the 
Municipal  Court  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  wife  for  the 
whole  amount  claimed.  The  case  was  then  appealed  to  the 
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Superior  Court,  where  it  was  tried  with  a  like  result.  Ex¬ 
ceptions  were  taken  by  the  husband  and  are  now  pending. 

*447- 

Application  was  made  to  us,  through  the  Seamen’s  Friend 
Society,  in  behalf  of  three  sailors.  They  had  shipped  on  a 
coasting  schooner  at  Calais,  Maine.  The  schooner  was  dis¬ 
abled  and  abandoned  in  a  storm  and  was  towed  into  the  port 
of  Boston.  The  master  and  owners  disappeared,  and  the 
seamen  were  unable  to  collect  their  wages.  The  schooner 
and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  District  Court,  and  the  owners 
of  the  cargo  settled  the  bill  of  the  sailors,  paying  $76.66 
to  us  as  their  attorneys. 

H55- 

The  applicant  in  this  case  was  an  old  woman,  whose  son 
was  confined  in  States  Prison  for  a  long  term  of  years.  She 
was  approached  by  one  of  the  defendants,  who  said  that  he 
thought  he  could  procure  a  pardon  for  her  son  through  the 
influence  or  by  the  help  of  some  of  his  friends,  but  that  it 
would  cost  money.  He  obtained  $200  from  her  in  this  way. 
A  few  weeks  after,  he  asked  for  another  $200,  which  she  re¬ 
fused  to  give.  It  appeared  that  this  defendant  had  given  the 
$200  to  one  of  the  other  defendants,  who  had  in  turn  given 
half  of  it  to  the  third  defendant.  The  two  latter  defendants 
claimed  to  have  spent  the  money  in  various  ways  in  attempt¬ 
ing  or  preparing  to  get  a  pardon.  The  pardon  was  never 
obtained. 

We  brought  a  suit  against  all  three  defendants  and  recov¬ 
ered  judgment  for  $200  against  the  first.  Judgment  was 
rendered  in  favor  of  the  other  two  defendants.  After  judg¬ 
ment,  in  view  of  the  improbability  of  collecting  our  judgment 
in  full,  we  settled  the  whole  case  for  a  lump  sum  of  $105 
without  costs  to  any  of  the  parties. 
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1533- 

A  sailor  sent  by  the  Seamen’s  Aid  Society.  While  em¬ 
ployed  on  a  coal  barge  he  had  been  ordered  over  the  side  of 
the  vessel  to  clear  the  anchor,  which  had  got  foul.  Before 
he  had  a  chance  to  get  back  the  captain  ordered  the  donkey 
engine  to  be  started,  and  his  hand,  which  was  on  the  chain, 
was  hauled  into  the  hole  in  the  bulwark  in  which  the  hawser 
ran,  crushing  two  or  three  fingers. 

We  brought  an  action  against  the  company,  and  on  our 
representation  of  the  facts,  which  were  substantiated  by  the 
testimony  of  the  man  who  ran  the  donkey  engine,  the  case 
was  settled  for  $150,  which,  in  our  judgment,  was  a  fair  com¬ 
pensation  to  the  man  for  his  injury. 

This  case  well  illustrates  the  great  aid  which  the  Society 
is  in  dealing  with  personal  injury  suits  of  this  character. 
The  counsel  for  the  company  knew  the  counsel  for  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  knew  that  they  could  be  relied  on  to  submit  the 
truth,  and  he  was  able  to  take  their  word  for  the  extent  of 
the  injury  and  the  appearance  which  the  case  would  present 
if  brought  into  court.  In  this  way  a  settlement  of  the  matter 
was  greatly  facilitated,  and  the  client,  instead  of  having  to 
wait  until  his  case  was  tried  at  the  expiration  of  two  or  three 
years,  and  without  having  to  pay  several  attorneys’  fees, 
received  his  money  within  two  months  of  the  injury. 

1536. 

Two  boys  of  sixteen  and  seventeen  entered  into  a  written 
contract  with  a  cigar  maker,  by  which  they  were  to  pay  $25 
in  return  for  being  taught  the  trade  of  cigar  making.  They 
were  to  receive  nothing  for  the  first  month,  after  that  a  small 
compensation,  and  later  such  sum  as  the  employer  should 
think  them  worth.  The  contract  was  to  last  two  y^ears.  The 
agreement  was  clearly  a  hard  one.  Before  long  the  boys 
found  that  they  were  neither  learning  the  trade  nor  getting 
what  they  considered  fair  wages  for  their  work.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  right  of  a  minor  to  rescind  his  contract,  we 
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brought  suit  on  behalf  of  the  boys  and  recovered  judgment 
for  $25  for  each  of  them. 

1624. 

The  applicant  in  this  case  was  a  middle-aged  Irishman, 
now  living  in  some  sort  of  a  home.  He  had  formerly  owned 
some  land,  which  he  had  sold  through  an  auctioneer.  The 
auctioneer  collected  the  purchase  price,  paid  over  a  part 
of  it  to  him,  and  appropriated  the  rest.  We  applied  to  the 
surety  company  who  had  given  bond  for  good  conduct  of  the 
auctioneer,  and  on  proof  of  the  facts,  obtained  from  them 
payment  of  $500,  which  fully  indemnified  our  client  for  all 
that  he  had  lost.  This  money,  less  the  usual  fee  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  was  paid  to  the  client,  and  was  deposited  by  him  in  a 
savings  bank. 

1742. 

In  this  case  a  sailor  shipped  on  a  vessel  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  Boston,  laden  with  lumber.  For  some  reason  or  other  the 
owner  of  the  vessel  was  anxious  to  have  it  go  to  sea  in  a 
hurry  and  sent  it  out  before  the  lumber  was  properly  stowed. 
The  result  was  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  loose  lumber 
lying  about  the  deck.  A  wave  broke  over  the  vessel  and 
carried  some  of  this  lumber  against  the  plaintiff,  crushing 
his  foot,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  work  for  a  number  of  weeks 
and  suffered  great  pain. 

We  brought  an  action  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  attached  the  ship.  We  then  had  the  plaintiff 
examined  by  a  surgeon  of  high  standing.  Ultimately  a  set¬ 
tlement  was  made  for  $300,  of  which  $20  was  paid  to  the 
surgeon  for  his  examination,  $28.75  to  the  Legal  Aid  Society 
as  its  fee,  $24.23  to  cover  disbursements,  and  the  balance 
paid  to  the  sailor. 

The  reason  why  we  settled  for  so  small  a  sum  was  that 
there  was  a  doubtful  question  of  law  in  the  case,  which  made 
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the  liability  a  little  uncertain,  and  because  it  would  have 
been  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  plaintiff,  a  seafaring  man, 
to  have  to  wait  around  Boston  till  his  case  came  to  trial. 
The  legal  point  referred  to  was  a  purely  technical  one,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  justice  of  the  man’s  claim.  He 
was  a  sober,  respectable  man,  who  had  served  as  mate,  and 
who  had  a  wife  and  seven  children. 

We  believe  this  to  be  one  of  the  best  cases  we  have 
handled. 

Hill,  Bangs,  Barlow  &  Homans, 

Counsel. 


Edwin  Hale  Abbot 
Charles  Francis  Adams  . 
Arthur  Amory 
C.  W.  Amory 
Edward  R.  Andrews 
E.  F.  Atkins  . 

Francis  K.  Bangs  . 

Charles  B.  Barnes,  Jr.  . 
Francis  Bartlett 
Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett  . 
Thomas  P.  Beal 
William  F.  Beal  . 

Samuel  C.  Bennett 

A.  S.  Bigelow 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake  . 

J.  A.  Lowell  Blake 
William  Blake 
J.  A.  Blanchard 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Blanchard 
William  Blodget  . 

Edward  E.  Blodgett 
Mrs.  John  J.  Borland,  The  “ 
Charles  P.  Bowditch 
Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee 
Louis  D.  Brandeis 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer 
William  Brewster  . 

P.  C.  Brooks 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks  . 

Walter  N.  Buffum 


14  Beacon  St. 
23  Court  St. 
P.O.  Box  5094,  Boston 
.  Ames  Building 
.  1 19  Beacon  St. 
10  Broad  St. 
53  State  St. 
Tremont  Building 
Box  1479,  40  State  St. 
.  227  Commonwealth  Ave. 

.  Sears  Building 
50  State  St. 
.  10  Tremont  St. 
P.O.  Box  5104,  Boston 
.  Brookline 
.  37  Beacon  St. 

27  Kilby  St. 
39  Court  St. 

.  239  Beacon  St. 
16  Congress  St. 

28  State  St. 
Somerset,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

28  State  St. 
247  Marlborough  St. 
220  Devonshire  St. 

.  416  Beacon  St. 

10  Tremont  St. 

.  2  Deerfield  St. 

.  92  Beacon  St. 

1 13  Devonshire  St. 
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Frederick  P.  Cabot 
Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot 
Alfred  D.  Chandler 
Horace  D.  Chapin 
J.  H.  Clark  . 

Alexander  Cochrane 
Charles  R.  Codman 
C.  P.  Coffin  . 

Harold  J.  Coolidge 
William  H.  Coolidge  . 
James  E.  Cotter 
George  G.  Crocker 
George  U.  Crocker 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 
Frederic  Cunningham  . 
Allen  Curtis  . 

Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis 
Charles  P.  Curtis  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis,  Jr.,  . 
Horatio  G.  Curtis  . 
Eaurence  Curtis 
Eewis  S.  Dabney  . 
Charles  H.  Dalton 
Richard  H.  Dana  . 
Samuel  B.  Dana  '. 
Harrison  M.  Davis 
Charles  L.  DeNormandie 
William  S.  Dexter 
Frederic  Dodge 
Ellis  L.  Dresel 
Wm.  Endicott,  Jr. 
Charles  F.  Fairbanks 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Fay  . 
J.  S.  Fav,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fish 


53  State  St. 

.  34  Beacon  St. 

50  State  St. 
50  State  St. 
Hotel  Vendome 
55  Kilby  St. 
57  Marlborough  St. 
66  Barristers’  Hall 
22  Congress  St. 
001  State  Mutual  Building 
199  Washington  St. 

19  Milk  St. 
378  Marlborough  St. 
304  Berkeley  St. 
53  State  St. 
53  State  St. 
20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

27  Kilby  St. 
29  Pemberton  Sq. 
Old  Boston  National  Bank 
197  Marlborough  St. 

53  State  St. 
53  State  St. 
905  Exchange  Building 
31  State  St. 
23  Court  St. 
53  State  St. 
40  State  St. 
.  P.O.  Building 
84  State  St. 
P.O.  Box  7. 
.  501  Sears  Building 

.  419  Beacon  St. 
169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
346  Kent  Road,  Longwood 
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Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz 
J.  Murray  Forbes  . 

Miss  Cornelia  Anna  French 
Edward  Frothingham  . 
Charles  T.  Gallagher 
Robert  H.  Gardiner 
Thomas  J.  Gargan 
William  A.  Gaston 
Eyman  Gibbs 
George  A.  Goddard 
J.  C.  Gray 
Morris  Gray  . 

Roland  Gray 
Mrs.  Francis  B.  Greene 
Charles  P.  Greenough  . 
David  S.  Greenough 
Henry  S.  Grew 

E.  A.  Grozier 
Charles  Head 
Augustus  Hemenway  . 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway 

F.  E.  Higginson  . 

Adams  Sherman  Hill 
Arthur  D.  Hill 
Robert  Homans 
Elmer  P.  Howe 
Henry  S.  Howe 

C.  E.  Hubbard  . 

Richard  C.  Humphreys 
F.  W.  Hunnewell 
W alter  Hunnewell 
Edward  W.  Hutchins  . 
Charles  C.  Jackson 
Edward  Jackson  . 

Robert  A.  Jackson 


.  75  Beacon  St. 

.  610  Sears  Building 

.  230  Marlborough  St. 
Charity  Building 
.  18  Tremont  St. 
25  Pemberton  Sq. 

.  Pemberton  Building 
.  587  Beacon  St. 
49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury 
.  10  Tremont  St. 
60  State  St. 
16  State  St. 
60  State  St. 
.  182  Beacon  St. 

39  Court  St. 
.  10  Tremont  St. 
.  89  Beacon  St. 

Boston  Post 
.  State  St. 
.  10  Tremont  St. 
.  242  Beacon  St. 
.  .  .  .  Boston 

12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge 

53  State  St. 
53  State  St. 
P.O.  Box  1825,  Boston 
89  Franklin  St. 
28  State  St. 
272  Congress  St. 
87  Milk  St. 
87  Milk  St. 
.  Sears  Building 
301  Marlborough  St. 

Fairfield  St. 
60  State  St. 
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Charles  P.  Jaynes  . 

Boyd  B.  Jones 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy 
W.  V.  Kellen 
George  G.  Kennedy 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball 
L.  C.  Kimball 
H.  A.  Lamb  . 

William  B.  Laurence 
Joseph  Lee 
George  V.  Leverett 

A.  L.  Lincoln 
Roland  C.  Lincoln 
Augustus  P.  Loring 
The  Misses  Loring 
Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr. 
James  A.  Lowell  . 
Francis  C.  Lowell 
Arthur  T.  Lyman  . 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason 
Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman  . 
Lawrence  Minot 
Godfrey  Morse 

John  T.  Morse,  Jr. 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr. 
James  M.  Newell  . 
Richard  Olney 
Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood  . 
Robert  Treat  Paine 

B.  W.  Palmer 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkinan 
James  P.  Parmenter 
Francis  Peabody,  Jr. 
Edward  C.  Perkins 
Mrs.  John  Phillips 


.  50  Washington  St. 

53  State  St. 
.  403  Beacon  St. 
202  Commonwealth  Ave. 
284  Warren  St.,  Roxbury 
48  Commonwealth  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  2133,  Boston 
.  126  Beacon  St. 

40  Water  St. 
1 01  Tremont  St. 
53  Devonshire  St. 
126  State  St. 
346  Tremont  Building 
22  Congress  St. 
37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 
38  Equitable  Building 
38  Equitable  Building 
107  P.O.  Building 
P.O.  Box  1717,  Boston 
1  Walnut  St.,  Boston 
73  Bay  State  Road 
.  18  Tremont  St. 
924  Exchange  Building 
.  16  Fairfield  St. 
.  Jamaica  Plain 
23  Court  St. 
23  Court  St. 
.  67  Bay  State  Road 

.  6  Joy  St. 
735  Exchange  Building 
.  7  Brimmer  St. 
Court  House,  Boston 
104  Devonshire  Building 
.  706  Sears  Building 

299  Berkeley  St.,  Boston 
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Henry  Pickering  . 

Henry  G.  Pickering 
Wallace  I,.  Pierce 
Mrs.  Preston  Player,  The  “Ab 
George  Putnam 
Charles  S.  Rackemann  . 

Felix  Rackemann  . 

Arnold  A.  Rand 
Charles  C.  Read  . 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D. 
George  Ripley 
Miss  Emma  Rodman 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell  . 
George  A.  Sawyer 
L.  L.  Scaife  . 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt 
Mrs.  Gideon  Scull 
Francis  B.  Sears  . 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Shaw  . 

Miss  Laura  Slocum 
Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr. 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Sohier 
Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  . 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier  . 
Charles  B.  Southard 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole 
Arthur  P.  Stone 
Moorefield  Storey  . 

Charles  R.  Sturgis 
Charles  H.  Swan  . 

Robert  T.  Swan 
J.  Homer  Sweetser 
Henry  W.  Swift 
Charles  H.  Taylor 


.  8 1  Beacon  St. 

.  io  Tremont  St. 

.  S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston 
botsford,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

90  Ames  Building 
23  Court  St. 
23  Court  St. 
178  Devonshire  St. 
31  State  St. 

.  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 
State  National  Bank 
.  174  Beacon  St. 
20  Commonwealth  Ave. 
1038  Tremont  Building 
23  Court  St. 
146  Boylston  St. 
.  13 1  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  National  Shawmut  Bank 
.  Chestnut  Hill 
.  Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
.  186  Commonwealth  Ave. 

60  State  St. 
.  922  Beacon  St. 
.  79  Beacon  St. 

.  922  Beacon  St. 
.  18  Tremont  St. 
421  Marlborough  St. 

28  State  St. 
53  State  St. 
27  Kilby  St. 
82  Devonshire  St. 
20  Bird  St.,  Dorchester 
50  State  St. 
50  State  St. 
Boston  Globe 
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Ezra  R.  Thayer 
J.  L.  Thorndike 
S.  Lothrop  Thorndike  . 
Lawrence  Tucker  . 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman 
Miss  Susan  Upham 
Charles  C.  Walker 
Miss  Anita  S.  Ward 
Miss  Mary  L.  Ware 
J.  B.  Warner 
Bentley  W.  Warren 
F.  G.  Webster 
Mrs.  Caroline  L-  Weld  . 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth 
R.  D.  Weston- Smith 
A.  S.  Wheeler 
Henry  Wheeler 
Andrew  C.  Wheelwright 
Sherman  L.  Whipple 
Mrs.  C.  T.  White  . 
Alexander  Whiteside 
George  Wigglesworth  . 

C.  A.  Williams  . 

Henry  Bigelow  Williams 
Moses  Williams 
John  P.  Woodbury 
James  H.  Young  . 


53  State  St. 
735  Exchange  Building 
62  Devonshire  St. 
.  B.  A.  A.,  Exeter  St. 

53  State  St. 
379  Marlborough  St. 

53  State  St. 
.  415  Beacon  St. 
41  Brimmer  St. 
53  State  St. 
60  State  St. 
1 13  Devonshire  St. 
.  81  Mason  Building 

21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline 
70  State  St. 
.  51 1  Sears  Building 

.  51 1  Sears  Building 

.  73  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

Tremont  Building 
213  Commonwealth  Ave. 

60  State  St. 
.  Milton,  Mass. 
126  State  St. 
201  Clarendon  St. 
18  Post-office  Sq. 
348  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  51 1  Sears  Building 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY* 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 


Vice-Presidents. 

Charles  H.  Dalton.  F.  W.  Hunnewell. 

Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard, 

10  Tremont  Street. 

Secretary. 

C.  L.  DeNormandie, 

53  State  Street. 


Directors. 


Lewis  S.  Dabney. 
Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
R.  D.  Weston. 

William  V.  Kellen. 


Charles  B.  Southard. 
Edward  W.  Hutchins. 
Charles  T.  Gallagher. 
J.  A.  Lowell. 

J.  A.  Blanchard. 


Law  Committee. 

Edward  W.  Hutchins.  Charles  B.  Southard. 

Frederic  Cunningham. 

Counsel. 

Hill,  Bangs,  Barlow  &  Homans, 

53  State  Street,  Boston. 


REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS. 


The  work  of  the  Legal  Aid  Society  during  the  past  year 
has  shown  the  same  steady  but  healthy  increase  in  useful¬ 
ness  which  has  characterized  its  growth  in  former  years. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  assistance  during  the  year 
has  increased  to  707.  The  money  collected  for  clients  was 
over  $8,100, — a  marked  increase  over  the  sum  collected  in 
1905, — and  the  number  of  cases  in  which  no  successful  results 
were  obtained  by  Counsel  is  much  smaller  than  for  several 
years.  The  most  gratifying  fact  shown  in  our  Counsel's 
report,  however,  is  the  large  and  steadily  increasing  number 
of  other  charitable  societies  in  Boston  which  have  made  use 
of  this  society,  and  have  sent  to  its  office  worthy  objects  of 
charity.  It  is  through  this  channel  that  we  can  most  surely 
prove  the  usefulness  of  this  Society.  If  the  various  and 
innumerable  charitable  societies  in  Boston  could  be  induced 
to  send  all  their  cases  to  us,  we  should  have  exactly  the  class 
of  applicants  we  most  desire  and  can  best  serve.  It  is  to 
be  noticed,  also,  that  the  applicants  who  have  tried  us  and 
been  benefited  by  our  services  have  sent  to  the  Society  a 
larger  number  of  this  year’s  clients  than  have  come  to  us 
from  any  other  source. 

This  annual  increase  of  our  work  will  undoubtedly  con¬ 
tinue,  but  it  will  soon  be  impossible  for  this  Society  to  handle 
the  work  properly  without  a  decided  increase  in  its  resources. 
We  have,  so  far,  succeeded  in  doing  the  work  without  running 
in  debt,  but  we  feel  that  the  time  has  now  come  for  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  our  work,  and  we  therefore  ask  earnestly  for  an 
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increase  in  the  number  of  our  subscribers.  We  feel  sure 
that  two  branch  offices  for  Counsel  can  be  profitably  estab¬ 
lished  now,  one  at  the  North  End  and  one  in  Roxbury  in  the 
immediate  proximity  of  the  class  of  clients  we  desire  to  reach, 
who  find  it  difficult  to  go  to  our  general  office  on  State  Street. 
To  establish  these  branches,  we  need  more  money,  and  we 
hope  that  our  present  subscribers  can  help  us  by  inducing 
others  to  subscribe. 

The  report  of  Counsel  shows  the  great  variety  of  claims 
undertaken  by  them.  The  suits  actually  brought  and  the 
money  collected  for  clients  are  by  no  means  the  most  im¬ 
portant  results  obtained  by  the  work  of  the  Counsel.  Even 
the  claims  which  they  report  as  unproductive  or  worthless 
are  examined  and  carefully  heard,  and  the  claimant  receives 
advice  which  saves  him  from  unnecessary  litigation.  There 
are  also  numerous  cases  in  which  valuable  advice  is  given, 
or  legal  papers  drawn,  and  other  services  rendered  which 
cannot  be  measured  or  estimated  by  any  such  test  as  the 
collection  of  money.  Such  are  the  numerous  matrimonial 
cases,  as  Counsel  calls  them,  for  separate  maintenance, 
divorce,  and  similar  cases,  where  no  money  is  received  by 
Counsel. 

Charles  Pelham  Greenough, 

President. 


) 


November,  1906. 
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.  13, 1906. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  CONSTITUTION* 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 


Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues. 
Any  person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt 
from  further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues 
of  each  calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  but  shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year.* 


*  For  the  last  five  years  the  annual  dues  have  been  $10. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT. 

From  Sept.  1,  1905,  to  Sept.  1,  1906. 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  have  been 
707  applications  to  the  Society,  classified  as  follows: — 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  65 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  23 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases . .179 

4.  Frauds . 6 

5.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  74 

6.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  22 

7.  Personal  Property  Cases .  33 

8.  Cases  involving  Rent .  25 

9.  Insurance .  10 

10.  Loans .  16. 

11.  Real  Estate  .  . .  24 

12.  Bastardy .  16 

13.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  39 

14.  Cases  involving  Custody  of  Children  or  Guardian¬ 

ship  .  25 

15.  Adoption  of  Children .  5 

16.  Cases  involving  Guardianship  of  Insane  Persons  .  .  3 

17.  Applications  for  Charity .  2 

18.  Criminal .  16 

19.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  64 

20.  Drawing  Instruments .  5- 

21.  Bankruptcy  and  Poor  Debtor .  1 

22.  Pardon  Cases  .  1 
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23.  Slander  and  Libel .  7 

24.  Assault  and  Battery  .  3 

25.  Malicious  Prosecution .  1 

26.  Assignment  of  Wages .  5 

27.  Miscellaneous  .  37 


In  255  of  these  cases  the  applicants  were  men,  in  5  chari¬ 
table  societies,  and  in  447  women.  Of  these  707  cases  we 
investigated  or  acted  in  631,  and  declined  to  take  action 
in  76.  Reasons  for  declining  to  proceed  in  76  cases  were 
as  follows: — 

Cases  Declined. 


Had  another  lawyer . 12 

Services  desired  wholly  out  of  State . 10 

Divorce . 22 

Case  against  a  charity .  4 

Able  to  pay  .  2 

Application  for  charity .  1 

Criminal  case . 11 

Acting  for  other  side .  1 

Unmeritorious . 13 

76 


Of  these  707  applications  made  within  the  year,  93  have 
not  been  prosecuted  by  the  applicants  or  have  been  dropped 
with  their  consent.  In  practically  all  these  cases  the  Counsel 
have  given  advice  to  the  applicants  and  written  letters  to  the 
other  side;  and  it  is  probable  that  in  consequence  thereof 
the  applicants  have  been  able  to  effect  a  settlement  them¬ 
selves,  but  have  failed  to  report  the  fact  to  the  Counsel. 

Of  these  707  applications  made  during  the  year,  99  have 
proved  unproductive.  In  most  of  such  cases  the  applicant 
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has  been  unable  to  produce  evidence  which  would  justify 
the  Counsel  in  proceeding  to  a  trial.  In  some  such  evidence 
was  produced,  and  a  trial  was  had,  but  the  result  was  un¬ 
favorable  to  the  applicant;  and  in  some,  although  the  appli¬ 
cant  had  a  good  case  in  law,  the  defendant  could  not  be  found 
or  appeared  on  investigation  to  be  wholly  unable  to  respond 
to  a  judgment. 

Clients  have  come  to  the  Society  from  the  following  sources : 


Former  client . 137 

Private  individual  or  sources  unknown .  130 

Lawyers  .  84 

Court  and  Probation  Officers  .  41 

Associated  Charities .  37 

Massachusetts  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 

Children  .  35 

Judges .  33 

United  States  Marshal .  27 

Clerks  of  Courts  and  Registers  of  Probate .  14 

Police  Officers .  14 

New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  .  12 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities .  10 

District  Attorney  .  10 

Boston  Children’s  Aid  Society .  9 

Advertisements . 9 

Clergymen  .  8 

Doctors .  6 

Bar  Association  of  Suffolk  County .  5 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum .  5 

Charity  for  Aiding  Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants  .  .  5 

Children’s  Mission .  4 

Boston  Children’s  Friend  Society .  4 

State  Officials .  4 
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Associated  Charities  (Cambridge) . 4 

Overseers  of  Poor .  3 

Associated  Charities  (Malden) .  3 

Police  Commissioners  of  Boston .  3 

Sunny  side  Day  Nursery .  3 

Chardon  Street  Home .  3 

United  States  Custom  House  .  1 

British  Consul .  1 

Various  Charities  for  Seamen .  6 

29  different  charitable  societies,  each  of  which  sent  less 

than  3  cases .  37 


707 


The  Counsel  feel  that  the  result  of  this  year’s  work  again 
shows  a  healthy  increase  in  the  business  and  usefulness 
of  the  Society.  The  number  of  applications  has  increased 
from  664  in  1905  to  707  in  1906.  In  a  number  of  cases, 
especially  in  cases  of  seamen’s  wages,  the  Society  has  been 
consulted  by  a  group  of  persons,  each  having  a  separate 
claim  against  one  defendant  depending  on  exactly  the  same 
facts,  as,  for  instance,  the  claim  of  each  member  of  the  crew 
of  a  vessel  against  the  ship  for  wages.  These  we  have 
treated  as  one  application. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  table  showing  the  sources 
from  which  cases  have  come,  and  compare  it  with  the  sim¬ 
ilar  table  given  in  former  reports.  In  this  year’s  table  we 
have  lumped  together  the  cases  sent  by  private  individ¬ 
uals  and  the  cases  from  unknown  sources,  but  even  then 
the  number  of  cases  sent  by  former  clients,  in  which  are 
included  cases  where  a  former  client  returns  himself,  ex¬ 
ceeds  any  other  class.  And  this  is  the  first  year  that 
it  has  been  so.  Another  gratifying  fact  shown  by  this 
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table  is  the  large  number  of  charitable  organizations  that 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  Legal  Aid  Society’s  services. 
Thirteen  charitable  societies  have  sent  from  3  to  37  cases 
each.  Various  other  societies  for  the  benefit  of  sailors 
have  sent  6;  and  besides  this  29  different  charitable  soci¬ 
eties  have  sent  one  or  two  cases  each,  making  a  total  of 
177  cases  sent  by  over  40  different  charitable  organizations. 
This  shows  that,  as  the  Legal  Aid  Society  grows  older,  it  be¬ 
comes  widely  and  favorably  known,  not  only  to  the  clients 
and  their  friends,  but  to  the  different  institutions  who  are 
most  closely  in  touch  with  the  class  of  people  for  whose 
benefit  this  society  was  organized. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that,  whereas  last  year  138  cases  were 
abandoned  by  clients,  this  year  only  93  have  been  so  aban¬ 
doned.  At  the  same  time  the  number  of  applications  has 
increased  by  43,  and  the  number  of  cases  declined  and  cases 
found  unproductive,  added  together  are  less  this  year  than 
last.  The  result  shows  a  large  gain  in  the  usefulness  of  the 
Society,  and  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  this  year  we  have 
had  a  small  fund  out  of  which  we  were  enabled  to  advance 
the  expenses  in  worthy  cases  where  the  client  was  too  poor 
to  advance  them.  This  fund,  though  useful,  is  insufficient; 
and  the  Counsel  find  that  they  have  to  advance  other  money 
in  addition.  A  computation  of  the  amounts  advanced  for 
expenses  and  outstanding  on  the  first  of  each  month  shows 
that  they  have  varied  from  $199.07  to  $739.68,  and  have 
averaged  $449.91  on  the  first  of  every  month.  Of  course 
the  Counsel  do  not  undertake  to  advance  the  expenses  in 
all  cases.  Generally,  the  client  can  afford  to  do  so;  and 
in  such  cases  it  is  very  desirable  that  he  should,  not  only 
for  economy,  but  as  an  evidence  of  good  faith. 

The  collections  this  year  have  amounted  to  $7,099.18,  ir¬ 
respective  of  court  costs  and  allowances.  This  is  a  gain 
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of  more  than  $1,400  over  last  year.  In  addition  to  this 
amount  the  Counsel  have  collected  money  amounting  to 
$1,073.50,  none  of  which  appears  in  the  financial  report, 
because  the  money  was  received  directly  by  the  clients 
without  going  through  the  Counsel's  books,  so  that  the 
total  cash  collections  for  the  year,  irrespective  of  costs, 
amount  to  over  $8,000. 

The  money  collected  is  by  no  means  the  full  measure 
of  the  usefulness  of  the  Society.  Besides  cases  where  the 
Counsel  have  recovered  specific  goods  for  clients,  there  are 
many  cases  in  which  they  have  defended  clients  against 
unjust  demands  or  have  effected  advantageous  settlements 
of  claims  against  them.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  there 
is  no  pecuniary  recovery,  as  in  cases  of  guardianship,  adop¬ 
tion,  divorce,  administration  of  estates,  drawing  instru¬ 
ments,  etc.,  although  the  services  of  the  Society  are  of  great 
value  to  the  applicants.  There  are  also,  as  the  table  of 
results  shows,  a  large  number  of  cases  in  which  advice  was 
given.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  value  of  such  work, 
but  it  is  evidently  very  great.  Many  applicants  are  saved 
trouble  and  expense,  and  many  are  restored  to  peace  of 
mind,  by  learning  from  a  reliable  source  exactly  what  their 
rights  are. 

A  comparison  of  the  table  of  applications  in  this  year's 
report  with  that  in  last  year's  shows  a  curious  parallel  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  each  class,  indicating  that,  while 
the  amount  of  business  gradually  increases,  it  does  not 
change  in  character.  The  most  marked  increase  has  been 
in  the  cases  against  lawyers.  This  is  probably  attributa¬ 
ble  to  the  fact  that  members  of  the  bar  have  got  into  the 
way  of  sending  such  cases  to  the  Society.  The  number 
of  personal  injury  cases  has  increased  from  29  last  year  to 
39  this  year,  but  it  still  seems  that  more  cases  of  this  class 
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should  come  to  the  Society.  As  was  stated  in  last  year’s 
report,  personal  injury  cases  are  the  most  important  liti¬ 
gation  of  the  poor;  and  it  is  probable  that  applicants  who 
would  find  their  way  to  the  Society,  if  they  had  some  small 
matter  to  be  attended  to,  get  diverted  into  the  hands  of 
accident  lawyers  when  they  have  a  personal  injury  case 
that  promises  a  good  verdict.  It  is  well  known  that  many 
lawyers  take  such  cases  on  shares,  and  that  the  share  of  the 
client,  after  the  doctors,  “  runners,”  and  lawyers  are  paid, 
is  not  very  magnificent.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that 
all  people  who  have  the  interests  of  poor  litigants  at  heart 
should  endeavor  to  send  them  to  this  Society  with  acci¬ 
dent  as  well  as  with  other  cases. 

The  Counsel  have  adhered  to  the  practice  of  collecting 
a  small  sum  in  advance  from  the  client  to  cover  expenses 
before  undertaking  litigation,  except  where  the  client  was 
wholly  unable  to  pay.  A  fee  of  not  more  than  10  per  cent, 
on  collections  of  over  $10  has  been  collected  in  all  but  very 
exceptional  cases,  and  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Society. 
This  has  enabled  Counsel  to  conduct  the  work  without 
calling  on  the  Society  to  contribute  anything  toward  ex¬ 
penses,  except  the  salary  of  its  attorneys  and  the  fund  of 
$200  before  referred  to.  This,  together  with  court  costs 
and  allowances,  shows  a  balance  of  $700.18  to  the  credit 
of  the  Society  on  September  1.  This  balance  includes  the 
fund  of  $200  before  referred  to,  which  will,  of  course,  be 
kept  in  the  Counsel’s  hands  and  used  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  given;  and  the  Counsel  suggest  that  some  part 
of  the  excess  of  the  balance  should  be  added  to  it. 

As  is  usual,  we  give  a  comparative  statement  year  by 
year  of  the  number  of  suits  in  which  we  have  appeared : — 
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Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Boston . 

Municipal  Court,  other  Boston 

7 

14 

15 

31 

31 

Districts . 

Police  or  District  Courts  outside 

0 

5 

5 

1 

4 

of  Boston . 

2 

1 

3 

5 

11 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County  . 

8 

10 

32 

61 

71 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties 

8 

5 

12 

16 

27 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County  . 

12 

16 

23 

20 

19 

Superior  Court,  other  Counties  . 

3 

5 

8 

6 

5 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  .... 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

United  States  District  Court  .  . 

0 

0 

4 

3 

1 

United  States  Circuit  Court  .  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Courts  outside  State . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

41 

57 

103 

145 

174 

We  subjoin  accounts  of  some 

of 

the  most 

interesting 

cases  in  which  the  Society  has  acted  during  the  last  year. 

1438.  A  suburban  street  railway  company  occupied 
for  one  year  a  piece  of  land  owned  by  the  applicant,  who 
was  a  workingman,  for  the  storage  of  its  rails,  and  prevented 
him  from  growing  vegetables  on  it,  as  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  doing.  The  superintendent  promised  that  he  should 
be  paid  what  the  use  of  the  land  was  worth,  but  afterward 
denied  having  made  such  a  promise.  We  brought  an  action 
in  the  Superior  Court,  and  claimed  a  jury.  Eventually, 
the  case  was  compromised  on  terms  satisfactory  to  the 
plaintiff.  We  received  $200,  and  deducted  $20  as  the 
Legal  Aid  Society’s  fee. 

1959.  In  this  case  the  applicant  was  mate  on  a  schooner 
which  sailed  on  a  voyage  from  Boston  to  Appalachicola 
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and  return.  He  was  on  bad  terms  with  the  captain  through¬ 
out  the  voyage,  and  the  latter  constantly  complained  that 
his  work  was  not  properly  done.  At  Appalachicola  the 
captain  threatened  to  discharge  him  or  have  him  disrated, 
but  did  not  do  so,  although  the  plaintiff  asked  to  be  paid 
off  and  discharged  if  his  work  was  not  satisfactory.  After 
the  vessel  got  back  to  Boston,  however,  the  captain  declined 
to  pay  him  the  full  amount  due  him  for  wages  under  his 
agreement.  We  brought  suit  in  the  United  States  Court, 
and  libelled  the  schooner.  A  hearing  was  had  before  Judge 
Dodge,  who  found  that  under  the  circumstances  the  cap¬ 
tain  had  no  right  to  withhold  any  part  of  the  wages.  In 
this  case  we  recovered  $65  damages  and  $38.52  costs. 

2025.  In  this  case  a  charitable  visitor  to  the  City  Hos¬ 
pital  informed  us  that  the  applicant  was  there  ill,  and  wanted 
to  see  a  lawyer.  We  sent  a  representative  to  the  hospital, 
and  ascertained  that  the  man  had  been  injured  by  falling 
into  the  hold  of  a  vessel  which  he  was  engaged  in  unloading, 
his  fall  being  caused,  according  to  his  own  story,  by  a  de¬ 
fective  unloading  apparatus  furnished  by  the  wharf-owner. 
An  investigation  of  the  circumstances  showed  that  it  was 
probable,  although  not  certain,  that  he  had  a  case  on  which 
recovery  could  be  had.  We  brought  an  action  against  the 
wharf-owner  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  which  we 
subsequently  compromised  for  $200,  of  which  we  paid  $180 
to  the  applicant,  and  retained  $20  as  the  Society’s  fee.  We 
should  have  tried  this  case  but  for  the  fact  that  the  appli¬ 
cant  and  his  witnesses,  fellow-seamen  on  the  vessel,  had 
gone  back  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  lived;  and  he  had 
no  means  to  meet  the  large  expense  of  bringing  them  down 
here  again  to  a  trial. 
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1996.  In  this  case  the  applicant  was  a  poor  widow  who 
had  worked  as  seamstress  in  the  family  of  a  member  of  the 
Society.  She  was  in  an  electric  car,  which  was  run  into 
by  another  car  of  the  same  company,  and  she  was  thrown 
to  the  ground.  She  believed — and  one  of  the  two  doctors 
who  attended  her  believed — that  she  sustained  a  severe 
nervous  shock  by  reason  of  the  injury.  Another  doctor 
who  saw  her  thought  that  her  condition  was  the  result  of 
hypochondria,  and  had  slight,  if  any,  connection  with  the 
accident.  Both  doctors,  however,  agreed  that  she  was 
acting  in  entire  good  faith;  and,  after  seeing  the  woman 
and  ascertaining  her  reputation  from  her  employer,  we  had 
no  doubt  that  they  were  correct.  We  brought  an  action 
on  her  behalf  in  the  Superior  Court;  but,  as  it  seemed  doubt¬ 
ful  what  damages,  if  any,  she  would  recover,  we  compro¬ 
mised  it  for  $250,  paid  her  doctors’  bills,  retained  $25  for 
the  Legal  Aid  Society  fee,  and  paid  over  the  balance,  $166.10, 
to  her. 

It  seems  to  us  that  this  case  is  an  admirable  example  of 
the  advantage  which  the  Society  may  be  to  plaintiffs  in 
personal  injury  cases.  The  applicant  here,  while  honest, 
was  an  exceedingly  nervous  subject,  and  we  believe  could 
have  been  persuaded  by  an  unscrupulous  attorney  to  ex¬ 
aggerate  her  symptoms,  and,  without  really  knowing  what 
she  was  doing,  to  have  made  what  would  practically  have 
been  a  fraudulent  case  against  the  railroad  company.  Very 
likely  she  would  have  got  a  larger  verdict,  but,  if  so,  the 
chances  are  that  it  would  have  been  swallowed  up  in  legal 
services.  As  it  was,  she  got  fully  as  much  as  she  was  fairly 
entitled  to;  and  the  company,  which  pretty  thoroughly 
grasped  the  nature  of  the  case,  were  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  settlement. 
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2286.  In  this  case  the  applicant  gave  a  member  of  the 
bar  $30  to  pay  the  interest  on  a  mortgage  on  a  small  house 
owned  by  her  family,  in  which  she  had  an  interest.  He  took 
the  money,  and  kept  it.  When  we  first  called  it  to  his 
attention,  he  had  an  elaborate  story  about  their  owing  him 
some  money.  We  became  convinced  that  it  was  a  mere 
pretence,  and  drew  up  a  complaint  to  the  Bar  Association, 
which  we  had  the  applicant  sign,  and  notified  the  lawyer 
we  should  file  it  the  following  morning.  He  immediately 
paid  the  $30  in  full.  The  client  declined  to  proceed  further 
before  the  Bar  Association. 

2269.  The  applicant  was  injured  in  a  street  railway 
accident,  and  employed  a  well-known  firm  of  attorneys, 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  acting  for  plaintiffs  in  such  cases, 
to  bring  suit  on  her  behalf.  They  brought  suit,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  settled  for  $300.  The  applicant  alleged  that 
they  had  declined  to  give  her  more  than  $50.  We  con¬ 
ferred  with  them,  and  said  we  thought  there  must  have 
been  some  mistake;  and  they  assured  us  that  she  was  in 
error,  and  that  they  were  willing  to  pay  her  the  balance  of 
$115.24,  which  they  subsequently  did,  which  was  all  that 
was  left  after  the  expenses  of  the  doctors  and  lawyers  in 
the  case.  After  careful  investigation  we  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that,  as  a  practical  matter,  it  would  be  useless  to 
try  to  recover  any  more  from  them. 

In  this  case  we  cannot  say  with  certainty  that  the  lawyers 
were  not  entirely  justified  in  their  action.  The  applicant 
believed  that  they  meant  to  swindle  her,  but  their  story 
was  a  plausible  one,  and  the  applicant  was  very  ignorant 
and  stupid;  and  it  may  well  be  that  it  was  nothing  more 
than  a  case  of  readiness  to  overcharge.  We  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  that  in  such  cases  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  commu- 
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nity  that  the  applicants  should  have  some  one  to  represent 
them  against  the  lawyer. 

2234.  The  applicant,  a  widow  who  owned  a  small  house 
in  the  suburbs,  was  trying  to  sell  the  same,  and  in  the  course 
of  so  doing  employed  a  firm  of  brokers  in  the  city.  There 
was  a  mortgage  on  the  house,  on  which  the  interest  was 
overdue.  The  applicant  gave  $900,  which  she  had  borrowed 
from  a  friend,  to  the  brokers  to  pay  this  interest.  Instead 
of  doing  so,  they  put  the  money  in  their  own  bank,  and  she 
was  never  able  to  get  any  part  of  it  away  from  them  until 
she  came  to  the  Society.  We  immediately  called  on  the 
brokers,  and  succeeded  in  getting  from  them  a  repayment 
of  the  entire  sum. 

In  this  case  it  seemed  to  us  that  the  ordinary  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  was  higher  than  the  client  ought  to  be  asked 
to  pay  under  the  circumstances,  and  we  therefore  only 
made  a  charge  of  $25.  We  then  settled  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  mortgage  with  the  mortgagee’s  attorney, 
secured  an  extension  of  the  mortgage,  and  left  the  applicant 
with  her  affairs  entirely  straightened  out. 

Hill,  Bangs,  Barlow  &  Homans. 


MEMBERS. 


Edwin  Hale  Abbot . 14  Beacon  St. 

Charles  Francis  Adams . 23  Court  St. 

Arthur  Amory . P.O.  Box  5094,  Boston 

C.  W.  Amory .  Ames  Building 

Edward  R.  Andrews . 119  Beacon  St. 

E.  F.  Atkins . 10  Broad  St. 

Francis  R.  Bangs . 53  State  St. 

Robert  S.  Barlow . 53  State  St. 

Charles  B.  Barnes,  Jr . Tremont  Building 

Francis  Bartlett . Box  1479,  40  State  St. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett .  227  Commonwealth  Ave 

Boylston  A.  Beal . 60  State  St. 

Thomas  P.  Beal . Sears  Building 

Samuel  C.  Bennett . 10  Tremont  St. 

A.  S.  Bigelow  .  . . P.O.  Box  5104,  Boston 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake . Brookline 

J.  A.  Lowell  Blake  . 37  Beacon  St. 

William  P.  Blake . 27  Kilby  St. 

J.  A.  Blanchard . 39  Court  St.' 

Miss  Sarah  H.  Blanchard .  239  Beacon  St. 

William  Blodgett .  16  Congress  St. 

Edward  E.  Blodgett . 28  State  St. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Borland,  The  “  Somerset,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Charles  P.  Bowditch . 28  State  St. 

Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee .  247  Marlbough  St. 

Louis  D.  Brandeis . Compton  Building 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer . 416  Beacon  St. 
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William  Brewster  .  .  . 

P.  C.  Brooks . 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks  . 
Walter  N.  Buffum  .  .  . 
Frederick  P.  Cabot  .  . 
Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot  .  . 
Alfred  D.  Chandler  .  . 
Horace  D.  Chapin  .  .  . 

J.  H.  Clark . 

Louis  M.  Clark  .  .  .  . 
Alexander  Cochrane  .  . 
Charles  R.  Codman  .  . 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

Harold  J.  Coolidge  .  . 
William  H.  Coolidge  .  . 
James  E.  Cotter  .  .  .  . 
George  G.  Crocker  .  .  . 
George  U.  Crocker  .  .  . 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 
Frederic  Cunningham  . 

Allen  Curtis . 

Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Charles  P.  Curtis,  Jr. 
Horatio  G.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Laurence  Curtis  .... 
Lewis  S.  Dabney  .  .  . 
Charles  H.  Dalton  .  .  . 
Richard  H.  Dana  .  .  . 
Samuel  B.  Dana  .  .  . 
Harrison  M.  Davis  .  . 
Charles  L.  DeNormandie 
Philip  Dexter . 


. 10  Tremont  St. 

. 2  Deerfield  St. 

. 92  Beacon  St. 

...  113  Devonshire  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 34  Beacon  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

....  Hotel  Vendome 

. 50  Congress  St. 

.  55  Kilby  St. 

...  57  Marlborough  St. 
...  66  Barristers’  Hall 

....  22  Congress  St. 

1001  State  Mutual  Building 
.  .  .  199  Washington  St. 

.  19  Milk  St. 

.  .  378  Marlborough  St. 

....  304  Berkeley  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

. 23  Court  St. 

Old  Boston  National  Bank 
.  .  197  Marlborough  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  905  Exchange  Building 

. 31  State  St. 

. 23  Court  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 40  State  St. 
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William  S.  Dexter  .... 

Frederic  Dodge . 

Robert  G.  Dodge  .... 

Ellis  L.  Dresel . 

Wm.  Endicott,  Jr . 

Charles  F.  Fairbanks  .  . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Fay  .  . 

J.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fish  .... 
Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 
J.  Murray  Forbes  .... 
Miss  Caroline  Anna  French 
Edward  Frothingham  .  . 
Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  .  . 
Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  .  . 
William  A.  Gaston  .  .  . 

Lyman  Gibbs . 

George  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

J.  C.  Gray . 

Roland  Gray  ...... 

Charles  P.  Greenough  .  . 
David  S.  Greenough  .  .  . 
Henry  S.  Grew . 

E.  A.  Grozier . 

Charles  Head . 

Augustus  Hemenway  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway 

F.  L.  Higginson . 

Adams  Sherman  Hill  .  . 

Arthur  D.  Hill . 

Theodore  Hoague  .... 

Robert  Homans . 

Elmer  P.  Howe . 


. 40  State  St. 

. P.O.  Building 

. 60  State  St. 

. 84  State  St. 

. P.O.  Box  7 

.  .  .  .  501  Sears  Building 

. 419  Beacon  St. 

169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
346  Kent  Road,  Longwood 

. 75  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .  610  Sears  Building 

.  .  .  230  Marlborough  St. 

. Charity  Building 

. 18  Tremont  St. 

.  .  .  .  25  Pemberton  Sq. 

.  587  Beacon  St. 

.  .  49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury 

.  10  Tremont  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 39  Court  St. 

.  10  Tremont  St. 

. 89  Beacon  St. 

. Boston  Post 

.  State  St. 

.  10  Tremont  St. 

.  242  Beacon  St. 

. Boston 

12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  P.O.  Box  1825,  Boston 
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Henry  S.  Howe  .... 
C.  E.  Hubbard  .... 
Richard  C.  Humphreys 
F.  W.  Hunnewell  .  .  . 
Walter  Hunnewell  .  .  . 
Edward  W.  Hutchins  . 
Charles  C.  Jackson  .  . 
Edward  Jackson  .  .  . 
Robert  A.  Jackson  .  . 
Charles  P.  Jaynes  .  .  . 
Boyd  B.  Jones  .... 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy  .... 

W.  V.  Kellen . 

George  G.  Kennedy  .  . 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  . 

L.  C.  Kimball . 

H.  A.  Lamb . 

William  B.  Laurence 

Joseph  Lee . 

George  V.  Leverett  .  . 

A.  L.  Lincoln . 

Roland  C.  Lincoln  .  .  . 
Augustus  P.  Loring  .  . 
The  Misses  Loring .  .  .  . 
Thornton  K.  Lothrop  . 
Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr. 
James  A.  Lowell  .  .  . 
Francis  C.  Lowell  .  .  . 
Arthur  T.  Lyman  .  .  . 
Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason  .  . 
Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman  . 
Lawrence  Minot  .... 
Godfrey  Morse  .... 


. 89  Franklin  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  272  Congress  St. 

.  87  Milk  St. 

.  87  Milk  St. 

. Sears  Building 

.  301  Marlborough  St. 

. Fairfield  St. 

. 50  CongressSt. 

.  .  .  50  Washington  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  403  Beacon  St. 

,  202  Commonwealth  Ave. 
284  Warren  St.,  Roxbury 
.  48  Commonwealth  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  2133,  Boston 

. 126  Beacon  St. 

. 40  Water  St. 

.  .  .  101  Tremont  St. 

...  53  Devonshire  St. 

. 126  State  St. 

.  346  Tremont  Building 

. 22  Congress  St. 

.  .  .37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

27  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  38  Equitable  Building 
.  38  Equitable  Building 
.  .  107  P.  O.  Building 

P.O.  Box  1717,  Boston 
.  1  Walnut  St.,  Boston 
.  .  73  Bay  State  Road 
...  18  Tremont  St. 

924  Exchange  Building 
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John  T.  Morse,  Jr .  16  Fairfield  St. 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr . Jamaica  Plain 

James  M.  Newell . 23  Court  St. 

Richard  Olney . 23  Court  St. 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood . 67  Bay  State  Road 

Robert  Treat  Paine . . 6  Joy  St. 

B.  W.  Palmer .  735  Exchange  Building 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman . 7  Brimmer  St. 

James  P.  Parmenter . Court  House,  Boston 

Francis  Peabody,  Jr . 104  Devonshire  Building 

Edward  C.  Perkins .  706  Sears  Building 

Mrs.  John  Phillips .  299  Berkeley  St.,  Boston 

Henry  Pickering . 81  Beacon  St. 

Henry  G.  Pickering . 10  Tremont  St. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce .  S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston 

Mrs.  Preston  Player,  The  “Abbotsford,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Putnam .  90  Ames  Building 

Charles  S.  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Felix  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Arnold  A.  Rand . 178  Devonshire  St. 

Charles  C.  Read . 31  State  St. 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D.  .  .  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Ripley . State  National  Bank 

Miss  Emma  Rodman  . 174  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell . 20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  A.  Sawyer .  1038  Tremont  Building 

L.  L.  Scaife  . 23  Court  St. 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt . 146  Boylston  St. 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull .  131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  B.  Sears  . National  Shawmut  Bank 

William  R.  Sears . 73  Tremont  St. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Shaw  .  Chestnut  Hill 

Miss  Laura  Slocum .  Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
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Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith  .  .  . 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.  .  .  . 
Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Sohier  . 
Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  .... 
Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier  .  . 
Charles  B.  Southard  .  .  . 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole  .  . 

Arthur  P.  Stone . 

Moorfield  Storey  .... 
Charles  R.  Sturgis  .... 
Charles  H.  Swan  .... 

Robert  T.  Swan . 

J.  Homer  Sweetser  .  .  . 

Henry  W.  Swift . 

Charles  H.  Taylor  .... 

Ezra  R.  Thayer . 

J.  L.  Thorndike . 

S.  Lothrop  Thorndike  .  . 
Lawrence  Tucker  .... 
Leverett  S.  Tuckermann  . 
Miss  Susan  Upham  .  .  . 
Charles  C.  Walker  .... 
Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  .  .  . 
Miss  Mary  L.  Ware  .  .  . 

J.  B.  Warner . 

Bentley  W.  Warren  .  .  . 
Paul  Barron  Watson  .  .  . 

F.  G.  Webster . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth 

R.  D.  Weston . 

A.  S.  Wheeler . 

Henry  Wheeler . 


186  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 60  State  St. 

....  922  Beacon  St. 
....  79  Beacon  St. 

....  922  Beacon  St. 
....  18TremontSt. 
421  Marlborough  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

...  82  Devonshire  St. 
20  Bird  St.,  Dorchester 

. 50  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

....  Boston  Globe 

. 53  State  St. 

735  Exchange  Building 
.  .  62  Devonshire  St. 

.  .  B.A.A.,  Exeter  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  379  Marlborough  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

....  415  Beacon  St. 
....  41  Brimmer  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

.  .113  Devonshire  St. 
.  .  81  Mason  Building 
21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline 

. 70  State  St. 

.  .  511  Sears  Building 

.  .  511  Sears  Building 


27 


Andrew  C.  Wheelwright 
Sherman  L.  Whipple 
Mrs.  C.  T.  White  .  .  . 
Alexander  Whiteside 
George  Wigglesworth 
C.  A.  Williams  .  .  .  . 
Henry  Bigelow  Williams 
Moses  Williams  .  .  .  . 
John  P.  Woodbury  .  . 
James  H.  Young  .  .  . 


.  .  73  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

.  .  Tremont  Building 
213  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 60  State  St. 

....  Milton,  Mass. 

. 126  State  St. 

.  .  201  Clarendon  St. 

...  18  Post-office  Sq. 
348  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  511  Sears  Building 
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President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 


V  ice-Presidents. 

Lewis  S.  Dabney.  Edward  W.  Hutchins. 


Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard, 
10  Tremont  Street. 


Secretary. 

C.  L.  DeNormandie, 

53  State  Street. 


Directors. 
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Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
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Charles  B.  Southard. 


R.  D.  Weston. 
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Horatio  A.  Lamb. 
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REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS. 


The  Directors  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  work  of 
the  Society  for  the  year  has  shown  a  steady  and  healthy 
increase.  This  fact  alone  satisfies  them  of  the  necessity  and 
utility  of  the  Society.  The  number  of  beneficiaries  has  largely 
increased,  the  results  have  been  more  satisfactory,  and  the 
quality  of  the  applicants  is  higher.  The  Society  has  estab¬ 
lished  connection  with  more  of  the  charitable  associations  in 
the  city,  and  the  number  of  applicants  sent  to  us  by  officers 
of  the  Courts  has  largely  increased.  This  year  the  number 
of  applicants  was  1,099,  and  the  money  recovered  was  over 
($9,000)  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Our  relations  with  the  various  courts  of  the  State  are  excel¬ 
lent,  and  this  is  largely  due  to  the  discretion  and  intelligence 
of  our  Counsel,  whose  resignation  during  the  summer  we 
regretfully  report.  In  July  last,  after  more  than  six  years7 
service,  Messrs.  Hill,  Bangs,  Barlow  &  Homans  resigned,  and 
Messrs.  Boyden,  Palfrey,  Bradlee  &  Twombly  were  chosen 
as  their  successors. 

Much  of  the  success  of  our  Society  must  be  attributed  to 
the  good  judgment  of  the  retiring  Counsel.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning,  the  policy  of  the  Society  as  well  as  the  details  of  admin¬ 
istration  were  left  largely  in  their  hands,  and  they,  by  the 
exercise  of  excellent  judgment  and  untiring  zeal,  soon  made 
the  Society  efficient  and  respected  by  the  community  and 
the  courts.  The  Directors  feel  that  our  new  Counsel  are 
ready  and  able  to  carry  out  the  policies  laid  down  by  their 
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predecessors,  and  to  bring  to  the  Society  fresh  interest  in  the 
work. 

In  February  of  last  year  the  Directors  made  the  experi¬ 
ment  of  opening  a  branch  office  at  the  People  ’s  Palace  of  the 
Salvation  Army  in  the  South  End.  Under  the  charge  of 
Henry  R.  Scott,  Esq.,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  Salvation  Army 
officers,  this  Branch  became  at  once  very  successful.  Later 
another  Branch  was  established  at  the  Sailors’  Haven  in  the 
Charlestown  District  under  the  charge  of  Theodore  Hoague, 
Esq.,  and  still  later,  again  under  Mr.  Hoague,  another  Branch 
was  established  at  the  District  Office  of  the  Associated  Char¬ 
ities,  342  Hanover  Street.  The  reports  of  these  branch 
offices  are  subjoined  to  the  report  of  the  general  Counsel. 

These  Branches  were  established  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  work  of  our  Society  nearer  the  homes  of  the  people  whom 
we  wish  to  serve,  but  who  are  unable  to  come  to  the  central 
office  during  the  daytime. 

To  meet  the  extra  expense  of  these  Branches,  renewed 
interest  must  be  taken  by  our  old  members  and  every  effort 
made  by  all  interested  in  our  Society  to  enlist  new  members 
and  provide  the  necessary  funds. 

So  far,  our  income  has  been  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  work, 
but  our  Counsel  have  not  been  paid  a  proper  salary,  and,  as 
the  number  of  applicants  increase  both  at  the  main  office  and 
at  the  branches,  the  expense  of  the  work  will  be  largely  in¬ 
creased.  This  can  only  be  met  by  donations  or  an  increase 
in  membership. 

For  the  Directors, 

Charles  P.  Greenough, 

President. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues. 
Any  person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt  from 
further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues  of  each 
calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  but 
shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year.* 

*  For  the  last  six  years  the  annual  dues  have  been  $10. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT* 


From  Sept.  1,  1906,  to  Nov.  1,  1907. 


This  report  covers  the  above  period  of  more  than  a  year. 
This  change  is  made  in  order  that  hereafter  the  year  covered 
by  the  Counsel’s  report  may  correspond  with  the  fiscal  year 
of  the  Society. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  there  have  been 
969  applications  to  the  Society’s  main  office,  as  follows: — 

Charities .  19 

Men . 324 

Women . 626 

These  applications  may  be  classified  as  follows: — 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  78 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  45 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases . 248 

4.  Frauds .  17 

5.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  61 

6.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  38 

7.  Personal  Property  Cases .  66 

8.  Cases  involving  Rent .  30 

9.  Insurance .  9 

10.  Loans . 31 

11.  Real  Estate .  25 

12.  Bastardy .  27 

13.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  52 
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14.  Cases  involving  Custody  of  Children  or  Guardian¬ 

ship  . 32 

15.  Adoption  of  Children .  7 

16.  Cases  involving  Guardianship  of  Insane  Persons 

and  Spendthrifts  .  5 

17.  Applications  for  Charity .  3 

18.  Criminal  .  .  ' .  5 

19.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  62 

20.  Drawing  Instruments .  9 

21.  Bankruptcy  and  Poor  Debtor  .  6 

22.  Pardon  Cases .  1 

23.  Slander  and  Libel .  10 

24.  Assault  and  Battery  .  7 

25.  Malicious  Prosecution .  2 

26.  Assignment  of  Wages .  14 

27.  Miscellaneous  .  79 

Clients  have  come  to  the  Society  from  the  following 

sources : — 

Former  Client . 240 

Private  Individual  or  Sources  Unknown  . 202 

Lawyers  . 101 

Court  and  Probation  Officers,  Clerks  of  Courts  ....  92 

Associated  Charities .  56 

Massachusetts  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 

Children .  32 

Judges .  16 

United  States  Marshal .  32 

Police  Officers  .  .  23 

New  York  Legal  Aid  Society .  13 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities .  6 

District  Attorney .  13 

Boston  Children’s  Aid  Society .  13 


11 


Advertisements .  6 

Clergymen .  16 

Doctors .  6 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum .  6 

Children’s  Mission .  3 

State  Officials .  7 

Newspaper  Offices .  7 

Chicago  Legal  Aid  Society .  1 

Associated  Charities  (Cambridge) .  4 

Overseers  of  Poor  .  .  .  t .  6 

Philadelphia  Legal  Aid  Society .  1 

Trinity  Parish .  3 

City  Missionary  Society  . .  3 

Various  Charities  for  Seamen .  21 

Different  charitable  societies,  each  of  which  sent  less 

than  three  cases .  40 


The  Society  paid  over  to  clients  during  the  period  covered 
by  this  report  $8, 888.35,  and  had  on  hand  November  1,  to  be 
paid  over  to  clients,  $138.49. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Counsel  of  the  Society  changed 
during  the  year  and  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  com¬ 
municating  with  clients,  it  is  impracticable  to  give  an  accu¬ 
rate  statement  as  to  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been 
dropped  by  the  applicants. 

The  work  of  the  Society  has  been  of  the  same  character  as 
in  previous  years.  We  may  repeat  what  was  said  in  last 
year’s  report  as  to  the  efficacy  of  work  done  beyond  what 
appears  from  the  tables.  As  was  pointed  out  in  that  report, 
our  efforts  often  result  in  payments  of  money  direct  to  clients 
without  going  through  our  hands.  Other  results  satisfactory 
to  the  clients  where  there  is  no  pecuniary  recovery  are  also 
frequently  obtained. 
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In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  we  give  a  compara¬ 
tive  statement  year  by  year  of  the  number  of  suits  in  which 
we  have  appeared :  — 


Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Boston . 

Municipal  Court,  other  Boston 

14 

15 

31 

31 

36 

Districts . 

Police  or  District  Courts  outside 

5 

5 

1 

4 

5 

of  Boston  . 

1 

3 

5 

11 

5 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County  . 

10 

32 

61 

71 

70 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties 

5 

12 

16 

27 

20 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County  . 

16 

23 

20 

19 

28 

Superior  Court,  other  Counties  . 

5 

8 

6 

5 

11 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  .... 

0 

1 

2 

4 

0 

United  States  District  Court  .  . 

0 

4 

3 

1 

1 

United  States  Circuit  Court  .  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Courts  outside  State . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

57 

103 

145 

174 

176 

We  subjoin  accounts  of  some  of  the  most  interesting  cases 
in  which  the  Society  has  acted  during  the  year. 

1994.  Two  applicants  were  beneficiaries  under  a  trust 
created  by  will.  Being  desirous  of  raising  money  upon  their 
expectant  interests,  they  sold  their  interests  to  a  money 
lender  for  a  grossly  inadequate  price  and  under  circum¬ 
stances  which  indicated  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser. 
A  bill  in  equity  was  brought  against  this  purchaser,  and  after 
protracted  hearings  a  decree  was  secured  adjudging  that  the 
alleged  sale  was  in  fact  a  mortgage,  and  giving  the  applicants 
the  privilege  of  redeeming  within  a  year  on  payment  of  the 
money  received  with  legal  interest. 
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3496.  The  applicant  had  purchased  a  machine  from  the 
agent  for  a  Shoe  Machinery  Company  under  an  agreement 
with  him  that,  if  not  satisfactory,  the  machine  might  be 
returned.  The  machine  did  not  prove  satisfactory,  but  the 
applicant’s  repeated  endeavors  to  communicate  with  the 
agent  proved  fruitless.  Certain  notes  which  had  been  given 
in  payment  for  the  machine  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
local  attorney  for  collection,  and  suit  upon  them  was  threat¬ 
ened.  We  found  that  the  home  office  of  the  company  had 
been  acting  without  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  negotiations 
of  their  agent,  and  that  the  Collecting  Department  was 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  main  facts  of  the  transaction.  After 
considerable  correspondence  with  the  home  office,  we  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  opening  communication  with  the  agent  who  origi¬ 
nally  sold  the  machine,  and  secured  an  agreement  by  which 
the  machine  should  be  returned. 

3452.  The  applicant  had  filed  a  voluntary  petition  in 
bankruptcy.  It  appeared  that  he  had  given  a  money  lender 
an  assignment  of  future  wages,  and  that,  irrespective  of  the 
bankruptcy  proceedings,  a  creditor  was  collecting  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  wages  and  leaving  him  without  means  of  subsistence 
and  without  any  possibility  of  relief  from  his  expected  dis¬ 
charge  in  bankruptcy.  A  petition  for  an  injunction  against 
the  enforcement  of  this  assignment  was  filed  in  the  District 
Court;  but,  before  a  hearing  was  had,  a  satisfactory  settle¬ 
ment  was  effected. 

This  last  case  suggests  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems 
which  we  have  to  handle.  The  loan  companies  have  been 
advised  more  fully  of  the  law  than  in  years  past,  and  as  a  rule 
adhere  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  regard  to  loans  secured 
by  assignments  of  wages.  It  appears  to  be  a  doubtful  ques¬ 
tion  whether  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy  will  afford  relief 
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against  assignments  of  wages.  As  the  cases  arise,  a  deci¬ 
sion  of  this  question  should  be  secured;  but  it  is  an  open 
question  whether  further  legislation  may  not  be  necessary. 

The  loan  companies  are  also  relying  upon  a  device  to  evade 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  which  require  that  assignments  of 
wages  must  be  for  an  existing  debt,  and  must  continue  for  a 
period  not  longer  than  two  years,  by  taking  from  the  debtor 
a  power  of  attorney  authorizing  the  lender  to  execute  from 
time  to  time  assignments  of  wages  to  secure  existing  or  future 
indebtedness  whenever  the  lender  sees  fit.  Whether  these 
powers  of  attorney  will  be  held  to  be  valid  is  still  an  open 
question.  If  they  are  held  to  be  valid,  further  legislation  in 
this  particular  also  will  be  needed  before  this  class  of  debtors 
can  be  adequately  protected. 

3015.  The  applicant  was  a  sailor  who  had  been  ship¬ 
wrecked  in  Nova  Scotia  and  had  a  claim  for  wages.  He  had 
heard  that  the  insurance  company  was  to  pay  over  the  insur¬ 
ance  money  on  the  cargo  to  the  son  of  the  captain  from  Maine 
the  next  day.  We  brought  a  writ  trusteeing  the  insurance 
company,  and  obtained  $45.43  in  full  settlement  of  his  claim 
for  wages.  As  a  result  of  this,  the  cook  on  the  same  schooner 
sent  in  his  claim,  and  we  collected  $84.91  by  the  same  method. 

2434.  The  applicant  had  made  four  loans  in  1904,  amount¬ 
ing  to  $69,  from  a  loan  company  in  Boston.  He  gave  them 
his  notes,  a  mortgage  of  his  personal  furniture,  and  an  as¬ 
signment  of  his  wages.  At  the  time  of  making  each  loan  he 
also  signed  an  agreement  by  which  he  was  to  deposit,  until 
the  note  had  been  paid,  $5  a  week  in  a  certain  bank  which 
issued  bank  checks  which  could  be  used  to  buy  merchandise 
at  certain  stores.  If  the  borrower  failed  to  make  the  deposit, 
he  was  liable  for  twenty-five  cents  a  week  in  liquidated 
damages.  In  this  case,  having  made  four  loans,  the  borrower 
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was  obliged  to  either  spend  $20  a  week  or  pay  $1  a  week  in 
damages.  For  a  year  and  a  half  after  making  the  loans  the 
man  was  in  jail,  and  so  unable  to  make  any  payments  or 
deposit  during  that  time.  When  he  came  to  us,  he  had  paid 
$28.05  on  account,  and  the  loan  company  claimed  $111.99. 

In  June,  1906,  we  brought  a  bill  in  equity  to  make  it  accept 
legal  interest,  and  in  December  it  announced  that  it  had 
changed  its  method  of  business,  so  that  it  was  not  able  to 
collect  more  than  legal  expenses  and  interest.  On  this  basis 
we  settled  the  above  case  for  $75,  and  settled  six  other  similar 
cases  which  had  been  pending  the  result  of  the  bill  in  equity. 

2154.  In  this  case  we  brought  a  bill  in  equity  to  obtain  a 
reconveyance  of  our  client's  house,  which  she  alleged  she  had 
conveyed  to  her  niece  on  oral  trust  that  they  should  occupy 
it  together  during  her  lifetime,  and  from  which  her  niece  and 
her  niece’s  husband  afterward  expelled  her.  Our  evidence 
was,  unfortunately,  far  from  strong,  and  we  were  unable  to 
obtain  a  decree;  but  the  judge  held  the  matter  for  advise¬ 
ment  for  fourteen  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  we 
persuaded  the  other  side  to  compromise  on  the  basis  of  the 
house  being  re  conveyed  to  our  client  upon  her  making  a  pay¬ 
ment  of  money  to  them,  which  money  we  raised  on  a  mort¬ 
gage.  Our  client  then  conveyed  the  house  to  trustees,  who 
succeeded  in  selling  the  house  on  terms  which  gave  our  client 
$1,416  after  paying  all  expenses.  As  our  client  originally 
paid  $3,000  into  the  enterprise,  the  outcome  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  in  view  of  the  difficulties,  we 
think  we  were  as  successful  as  could  be  expected,  and  under 
the  present  conditions  for  investment  the  trustees  hope  to 
make  a  favorable  investment  for  our  client’s  interest. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  present  counsel  at  present  to  make 
suggestions  of  value  with  reference  to  the  development  of 
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the  work  of  the  Society.  They  feel,  however,  that  one 
matter  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Society. 
In  the  great  growth  in  the  number  of  applicants  in  recent 
years  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult  to  ascertain  in  each 
individual  case  whether  the  applicant  is  deserving  of  the 
assistance  of  the  Society  and  whether  the  applicant  is  not 
really  in  a  position  to  pay  private  counsel.  Some  cases  have 
come  to  our  attention  in  which  undeserving  applicants  have 
been  assisted  because  of  insufficient  preliminary  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  case.  Other  cases  have  come  to  our  attention  in 
which  applicants  who  are  well  able  to  pay  counsel  in  matters 
of  any  importance  prefer  to  bring  their  unimportant  cases 
to  an  office  where  they  can  obtain  legal  services  without 
paying  for  them.  These  abuses  must  inevitably  be  incident 
to  the  work  of  any  charitable  organization  of  the  size  to 
which  this  Society  has  grown,  and  we  suggest  these  difficul¬ 
ties  as  indicating  the  lines  along  which  the  work  of  the 
Society  may  properly  develop  as  its  resources  permit. 

Making  due  allowance  for  the  fact  that  this  year’s  report 
covers  a  period  of  more  than  a  year,  it  is,  nevertheless,  evident 
that  the  healthy  growth  of  the  Society  has  continued,  and 
the  growth  in  the  number  of  cases  from  former  clients  and 
from  various  charitable  organizations  within  the  Metropol¬ 
itan  District  continues  to  be  marked. 

Boyden,  Palfrey,  Bradlee  &  Twombly. 
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REPORT  OF  BRANCH  OFFICE  AT  THE  PEOPLE'S 
PALACE,  SALVATION  ARMY. 

Feb.  12  to  Noy.  1,  1907. 


This  is  the  first  branch  office  of  the  Boston  Legal  Aid 
Society.  It  was  opened  for  business  Feb.  12,  1907,  at  No.  6 
East  Brookline  Street,  by  arrangement  with  the  Salvation 
Army.  The  Legal  Aid  Society  provides  the  attorney  in 
charge,  and  the  Salvation  Army  provides  the  office  rooms. 
These  rooms  are  on  the  street  floor,  but  not  connected  with 
any  of  the  entrances  of  the  People’s  Palace  or  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  offices.  They  consist  of  an  outer  waiting-room 
and  two  private  inner  offices.  There  is  a  large  sign  on  the 
outside  window  overlooking  the  street,  “Free  Legal  Bureau.” 
On  the  door  in  large  letters  is  a  sign  to  denote  that  it  is  a 
branch  office  of  the  Legal  Aid  Society.  This  office  has  been 
open  one  night  each  week,  and  notices  were  inserted  in  the 
newspapers,  and  the  churches  and  charitable  organizations 
in  the  South  End  were  notified  and  invited,  when  convenient, 
to  refer  cases  to  this  Branch.  Various  organizations  have 
co-operated  with  the  office  and  referred  to  the  attorney  in 
charge  a  large  number  of  cases. 

Feb.  12,  1907,  to  Nov.  1,  1907,  office  open  38  evenings. 


Total  number  of  calls  for  advice  or  legal  assistance,  209 
Total  number  of  clients .  116 

Clients  referred  by  charitable  organizations  .  31 

Clients  referred  by  churches  and  individuals  .  16 

Clients  not  referred  . 69 

Total . Tl6 
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Matters  disposed  of .  79 

Matters  undisposed  of .  37 

Total .  116 

Classification  of  Cases. 

1.  Claims  for  Wages  .  19 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases .  20 

3.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  11 

4.  Personal  Property  Cases .  14 

5.  Cases  involving  Rent .  12 

6.  Loans .  2 

7.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  8 

8.  Criminal .  6 

9.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  1 

10.  Bankruptcy  and  Poor  Debtor  .  1 

11.  Miscellaneous  .  22 

Total . 116 

Cases  in  Court .  11 

Disposed  of .  4 

Still  pending .  7 

TT 

Total  amount  collected  for  clients .  $203.65 

Henry  R.  Scott, 
Attorney  in  Charge. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHARLESTOWN  AND 
NORTH  END  BRANCHES* 

April  9, 1907,  to  Nov.  1, 1907. 


On  April  9,  1907,  the  Society  opened  a  branch  office  at  the 
Sailors’  Haven,  46  Water  Street,  Charlestown,  with  office 
hours  on  Tuesday  evenings  from  8  to  9  p.m.  During  the 
period  covered  by  this  report  there  have  been  at  this  office 
39  calls  by  14  applicants.  On  Aug.  14,  1907,  another  branch 
office  was  opened  in  rooms  occupied  by  the  Associated 
Charities  at  342  Hanover  Street,  with  office  hours  on  Wed¬ 
nesdays  from  5  to  6.30  p.m.  There  have  been  here  12  calls 
by  5  applicants. 

The  applications  were  classified  as  follows: — 


Cases  involving  Other  Lawyers .  3 

Children .  1 

Pensions .  1 

Torts  .  .  .  . .  1 

Separate  Support  and  Matrimonial  .  3 

Claims  for  Wages .  3 

Cases  already  with  the  Legal  Aid . 2 

Miscellaneous .  6 

20 

Total  calls . 51 

Clients  have  come  through  the  following  sources : — 

Sailors’  Haven . 10 

Saw  sign .  3 
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Children’s  Mission .  1 

Associated  Charities  . .  4 

Former  clients .  . .  2 


Of  the  applicants,  10  were  men  and  10  women. 

Wherever  possible,  a  nominal  fee  has  been  collected,  and 
there  is  now  on  hand  the  sum  of  $6.50. 

Aside  from  two  cases  of  separate  support,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  have  resort  to  the  courts  in  only  one  instance 
where  a  suit  is  now  pending  in  the  District  Court  for  Central 
Middlesex. 

Theodore  Hoague, 
Attorney  in  Charge . 
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. 23  Court  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  5094,  Boston 
....  Ames  Building 
.  .  .  .119  Beacon  St. 
251  Marlborough  St. 

. 10  Broad  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.....  53  State  St. 

.  .  Tremont  Building 

P.O.  Box  1479,  Boston. 
227  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 60  State  St. 

....  Sears  Building 

...  10  Tremont  St. 

P.O.  Box  5104,  Boston 

. Brookline 

....  37  Beacon  St. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

. 39  Court  St. 

....  239  Beacon  St. 
....  16  Congress  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 
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Edward  C.  Bradlee  . 
Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee  . 
Louis  D.  Brandeis  .  . 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer  .  . 
William  Brewster  .  . 
P.  C.  Brooks  .... 
Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks 
Walter  N.  Buffum  .  . 
Harry  L.  Burrage  .  . 
Frederick  P.  Cabot 
Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot  . 
James  B.  Case  .  .  . 
Alfred  D.  Chandler 
Horace  D.  Chapin  .  . 

J.  H.  Clark . 

Louis  M.  Clark  .  .  . 

B.  Preston  Clark  .  . 
Alexander  Cochrane  . 
Charles  R.  Codman  . 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

Harold  J.  Coolidge 
William  H.  Coolidge  . 
James  E.  Cotter  .  .  . 
George  G.  Crocker  .  . 
George  U.  Crocker  .  . 
Mrs.  S.  Y.  R.  Crosby  . 
Frederic  Cunningham 
Allen  Curtis  .... 
Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis 
Charles  P.  Curtis  .  . 
Horatio  G.  Curtis  .  . 
James  F.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Laurence  Curtis  .  .  . 


. 60  State  St. 

.  .  247  Marlborough  St. 

.  .  .  Compton  Building 

. 416  Beacon  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

. 2  Deerfield  St. 

....  92  Beacon  St. 

...  113  Devonshire  St. 
.  .  Eliot  National  Bank 

. 53  State  St. 

. 34  Beacon  St. 

.  21  Otis  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

....  Hotel  Vendome 

. 50  Congress  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

.  .  .  57  Marlborough  St. 
...  66  Barristers’  Hall 

. 22  Congress  St. 

1001  State  Mutual  Building 
.  .  199  Washington  St. 

. 19  Milk  St. 

.  .  378  Marlborough  St. 

....  304  Berkeley  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 23  Court  St. 

Old  Boston  National  Bank 
....  225  State  House 

.  .  197  Marlborough  St. 
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Lewis  S.  Dabney  .... 
Charles  H.  Dalton  .  .  . 
Richard  H.  Dana  .... 
Samuel  B.  Dana  .  .  .  . 
Harrison  M.  Davis  .  .  .  . 
Charles  L.  DeNormandie  . 

Philip  Dexter . 

William  S.  Dexter  .  .  .  . 

Frederic  Dodge . 

Robert  G.  Dodge  .  .  .  . 

Ellis  L.  Dresel . 

Eben  S.  Draper . 

Wm.  Endicott,  Jr.  ... 
Charles  F.  Fairbanks  .  . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Fay  .  . 

J.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fish  .... 
Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 
J.  Murray  Forbes  .... 
Miss  Cornelia  Anne  French 
Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  .  . 
Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  .  . 
William  A.  Gaston  .  .  .  . 

Lyman  Gibbs . 

George  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

J.  C.  Gray . 

Miss  Mary  C.  Gray  .  .  . 

Reginald  Gray . 

Roland  Gray  . 

Francis  B.  Greene  .  .  . 
Charles  P.  Greenough  .  . 
David  S.  Greenough  .  . 
Henry  S.  Grew . 


. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 19  Congress  St. 

. 31  State  St. 

. 23  Court  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 40  State  St. 

. 40  State  St. 

. P.O.  Building 

. 60  State  St. 

. 84  State  St. 

....  Hopedale,  Mass. 
.  .  .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 
...  501  Sears  Building 
....  419  Beacon  St. 

169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
346  Kent  Road,  Longwood 

. 75  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  610  Sears  Building 

230  Marlborough  St. 
....  18  Tremont  St. 

...  25  Pemberton  Sq. 
....  587  Beacon  St. 

49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

.  60  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  7  Mt.  Vernon  PI. 

.  392  Beacon  St. 

.  60  State  St. 

. 182  Beacon  St. 

.  39  Court  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

.  89  Beacon  St. 
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E.  A.  Grozier . 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Hayes  .  .  .  . 

Charles  Head . 

Augustus  Hemenway  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway 

F.  L.  Higginson . 

Adams  Sherman  Hill  .  . 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Hill . 

Arthur  D.  Hill . 

Theodore  Hoague  .... 

Robert  Homans . 

Elmer  P.  Howe . 

Henry  S.  Howe . 

C.  E.  Hubbard . 

Richard  C.  Humphreys 
Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell 

F.  W.  Hunnewell  .... 
Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  2d 
Walter  Hunnewell  .... 
Edward  W.  Hutchins  .  . 
Charles  C.  Jackson  .  .  . 
Robert  A.  Jackson  .  .  . 
Charles  P.  Jaynes  .... 

B.  M.  Jones  . . 

Boyd  B.  Jones . 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy . 

W.  Y.  Kellen . 

George  G.  Kennedy  .  .  . 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  .  . 

L.  C.  Kimball . 

Otis  Kimball . 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn . 

H.  A.  Lamb . 


. Boston  Post 

131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

.  State  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

.  242  Beacon  St. 

. Boston 

12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge 
12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  P.O.  Box  1825,  Boston 

. 89  Franklin  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

.  272  Congress  St. 

.  .  .  .  303  Dartmouth  St. 

.  87  Milk  St. 

. Wellesley 

.  87  Milk  St. 

. Sears  Building 

.  .  .  301  Marlborough  St. 

.  50  Congress  St. 

.  .  .  .  50  Washington  St. 

. 141  Milk  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  403  Beacon  St. 

202  Commonwealth  Ave. 

.  284  Warren  St.,  Roxbury 
48  Commonwealth  Ave. 

.  .  P.O.  Box  2133,  Boston 

. 134  Beacon  St. 

.  .  36  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  126  Beacon  St. 


25 


William  B.  Lawrence  . 40  Water  St. 

Eliot  C.  Lee . • . 40  State  St. 

Joseph  Lee . 101  Tremont  St. 

George  V.  Leverett .  53  Devonshire  St. 

A.  L.  Lincoln .  126  State  St. 

Roland  C.  Lincoln .  346  Tremont  Building 

Augustus  P.  Loring .  22  Congress  St. 

The  Misses  Loring .  37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop . 27  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr . 38  Equitable  Building 

James  A.  Lowell  . 38  Equitable  Building 

Francis  C.  Lowell  . 107  P.O.  Building 

Arthur  T.  Lyman  .  P.O.  Box  1717,  Boston 

Mrs.  Charles  Mann  .  .  Care  C.  P.  Greenough,  39  Court  St. 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason .  1  Walnut  St. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman . 73  Bay  State  Road 

Lawrence  Minot .  18  Tremont  St. 

Mrs.  John  H.  Morrison .  44  Brimmer  St. 

Godfrey  Morse .  924  Exchange  Building 

John  T.  Morse,  Jr . 16  Fairfield  St. 

Charles  A.  Morss . 110  State  St. 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr . Jamaica  Plain 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley . 144  Beacon  St. 

James  M.  Newell . 53  State  St. 

Richard  Olney . 23  Court  St. 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood . 67  Bay  State  Road 

Robert  Treat  Paine . 6  Joy  St. 

John  G.  Palfrey . 60  State  St. 

B.  W.  Palmer .  735  Exchange  Building 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker .  282  Beacon  St. 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman . 7  Brimmer  St. 

James  P.  Parmenter . Court  House,  Boston 

Francis  Peabody,  Jr . 104  Devonshire  Building 
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Frank  G.  Peabody .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 

Edward  C.  Perkins .  706  Sears  Building 

Mrs.  John  Phillips .  299  Berkeley  St. 

Henry  Pickering . 81  Beacon  St. 

Henry  G.  Pickering .  10  Tremont  St. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman . 53  State  St. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce . S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston 

A.  E.  Pillsburv .  6  Beacon  St. 

%/ 

Mrs.  Preston  Player,  The  “  Abbotsford/’  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Putnam . 90  Ames  Building 

Charles  S.  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Felix  Rackemann . 23  Court  St. 

Arnold  A.  Rand . . 178  Devonshire  St. 

Frank  W.  Remick . P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D.  .  .  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Alfred  L.  Ripley  . State  National  Bank 

Miss  Emma  Rodman  . 174  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell . 20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  A.  Sawyer .  1038  Tremont  Building 

Henry  Sayles . 56  Commonwealth  Ave. 

L.  L.  Scaife . 23  Court  St. 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt  . 146  Boylston  St. 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull . 131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  B.  Sears  . National  Shawmut  Bank 

William  R.  Sears .  73  Tremont  St. 

Henry  L.  Shattuck . 60  State  St. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Shaw . Chestnut  Hill 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw .  151  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  Skinner . Dedham  St. 

Miss  Laura  Slocum  . Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith . 186  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr . 60  State  St. 

Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Sohier .  922  Beacon  St. 
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Miss  E.  P.  Sohier . 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier . 

Charles  B.  Southard . 

F.  P.  Sprague,  M.D . 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole . 

R.  H.  Stearns . 

Moorfield  Storey  . 

Charles  R.  Sturgis . 

Charles  H.  Swan . 

Robert  T.  Swan . 

J.  Homer  Sweetser . 

Henry  W.  Swift . 

Giles  Taintor . 

Charles  H.  Taylor . 

Ezra  R.  Thayer . 

William  G.  Thompson . 

J.  L.  Thorndike . 

S.  Lothrop  Thorndike . 

Lawrence  Tucker . 

Leverett  S.  Tuckermann  .  .  .  . 

Howland  Twombly . 

Miss  Susan  Upham . 

Charles  C.  Walker . 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward . 

Miss  Mary  L.  Ware . 

J.  B.  Warner . 

Bentley  W.  Warren . 

Paul  Barron  Watson . 

Arthur  S.  Webster . 

F.  G.  Webster . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld . 

Mrs.  Barrett  Wendell . 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth  .  .  . 


. 79  Beacon  St. 

.  922  Beacon  St. 

. 18  Tremont  St. 

.  229  Commonwealth  Ave. 
.  .  421  Marlborough  St. 

R.  H.  Stearns  Co.,  Boston 

. 53  State  St. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

...  82  Devonshire  St. 

. Brookline 

. 50  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  Boston  Globe 

. 53  State  St. 

. 73  Tremont  St. 

.  735  Exchange  Building 
....  62  Devonshire  St. 
B.  A.  A.,  Exeter  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

.  .  .  379  Marlborough  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 415  Beacon  St. 

. 41  Brimmer  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

....  25  Greenville  St. 

.  .  .  113  Devonshire  St. 

.  .  81  Mason  Building 

.  .  358  Marlborough  St. 

21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline 
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R.  D.  Weston . 

A.  S.  Wheeler . 

Henry  Wheeler  .  .  .  . 
Andrew  C.  Wheelwright 
Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  . 
Mrs.  C.  T.  White  .  .  . 
Alexander  Whiteside  .  . 
George  Wigglesworth 
C.  A.  Williams  .  .  .  . 
Henry  Bigelow  Williams 
Moses  Williams  .  .  .  . 
Ralph  B.  Williams 
Robert  Winsor  .... 


. 70  State  St. 

511  Sears  Building 
511  Sears  Building 
.  .  73  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

.  .  Tremont  Building 
213  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 60  State  St. 

. Milton,  Mass. 

. 126  State  St. 

.  .  201  Clarendon  St. 

...  18  Post-office  Sq. 
P.O.  Box  2682,  Boston 
.  .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY. 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Charles  B.  Southard.  Frederic  Cunningham. 

Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard, 

10  Tremont  Street. 

Secretary. 

C.  L.  De  Normandie, 

53  State  Street. 


Directors. 


Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
Charles  B.  Southard. 
Robert  D.  Weston. 

J.  A.  Lowell. 


J.  A.  Blanchard. 
Horatio  A.  Lamb. 

B.  Preston  Clark. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann. 
Arthur  D.  Hill. 


Law  Committee. 

Charles  B.  Southard.  R.  D.  Weston. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 


Counsel. 

Warren,  Hoague,  James  &  Bigelow, 

84  State  Street. 

Attorney  in  Charge  South  End  Branch. 

Henry  R.  Scott. 


REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS. 


The  Directors  report  a  satisfactory  year  notwithstanding 
the  change  of  Counsel  and  the  necessary  removal  of  the  main 
office  of  the  Society. 

The  establishment  of  the  Branch  at  the  South  End  has 
been  fully  justified  by  the  results,  and  we  print  in  full  the 
excellent  report  of  Mr.  Scott,  our  Counsel  at  that  Branch. 

The  Branches  at  the  North  End  have  been  discontinued, 
as  needy  clients  in  that  neighborhood  apparently  found  it 
as  convenient  to  go  to  the  main  office  as  to  the  Branches 
on  Hanover  Street  or  in  Charlestown. 

The  total  number  of  new  applicants  during  the  year  has 
been  996,  and  the  money  recovered  for  clients  has  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  $7,791.22. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  find  from  Counsel's 
report  that  by  far  the  largest  number  of  cases  coming  from 
any  known  source  is  that  from  charitable  societies.  We  feel 
more  confidence  in  taking  a  case  which  has  been  investigated 
by  some  well-organized  society  or  responsible  institution  than 
in  relying  on  any  preliminary  investigation  that  we  can  make. 
Moreover,  when  a  case  is  referred  to  us  from  a  charity  or 
church,  we  feel  at  liberty  to  call  upon  that  source  for  aid 
in  all  sorts  of  ways,  and,  as  our  work  is  very  largely  taken 
up  with  family  troubles,  the  advice  which  a  conscientious 
charity  agent  can  render  is  of  very  great  assistance. 

We  regret  that  the  necessity  has  arisen  during  the  year 
for  another  change  of  Counsel.  Messrs.  Boyden,  Palfrey, 
Bradlee  &  Twombly  remained  with  us  only  a  year.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  Counsel  shall  be  more  permanent;  and 
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it  may  be  advisable,  when  our  means  permit,  to  establish 
a  permanent  location.  At  present,  however,  we  cannot 
afford  the  expense. 

Our  new  Counsel,  Messrs.  Warren,  Hoague,  James  & 
Bigelow,  have  had  charge  of  the  work  since  July  1.  They 
have  already  made  various  improvements  in  the  manage¬ 
ment,  and  have  shown  an  enthusiasm  in  their  undertaking 
which  is  needed  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work. 

We  regret,  also,  that  we  are  obliged  to  report  the  first  break 
in  the  circle  of  enthusiastic  supporters  of  this  Society.  Mr. 
Lewis  S.  Dabney  died  during  the  year.  He  was  a  Director 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Society.  He  took  a  constant  inter¬ 
est  in  its  management,  and  was  always  ready  with  wise  counsel 
and  advice;  but,  though  he  is  no  longer  with  us,  his  name 
will  always  be  connected  with  the  Society,  for  he  remembered 
us  in  his  will.  His  bequest  of  $500,  the  first  legacy  that  the 
Society  has  received,  has  been  made  into  a  permanent  fund, 
and  called  the  Lewis  S.  Dabney  Fund,  and  is  to  be  used  for 
the  relief  of  applicants  too  poor  to  furnish  even  the  first  cost 
of  litigation. 

For  a  man  of  Mr.  Dabney’s  position,  as  a  leader  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Bar  and  as  a  president  of  the  Boston  Bar  Association, 
to  thus  show  his  appreciation  of  the  work  of  our  Society  is 
a  great  gratification  to  the  Directors.  He  knew  how  often 
poor  clients’  money  and  time  are  wasted  by  unscrupulous 
and  incompetent  lawyers,  who  do  not  hesitate  to  advise  the 
prosecution  of  a  case  wherein  there  is  no  chance  of  success, 
and  he  knew  how  extortionate  contingent  fees  often  are  where 
cases  have  been  successfully  prosecuted.  And  he  knew,  too, 
that  this  Society  stood  always  ready  to  prevent  such  extor¬ 
tion  and  to  co-operate  at  all  times  with  charities  and  persons 
who  need  the  advice  of  disinterested  and  competent  attor¬ 
neys. 


We  hope  that  many  others  interested  in  the  success  of 
this  Society  will  follow  his  example,  and  subscribe  as  donors 
to  a  permanent  fund,  either  now  while  they  are  living  or  in 
their  wills. 

We  call  attention  to  the  cases  at  the  end  of  the  reports  of 
Counsel,  for  they  show  the  wide  scope  and  importance  of 
our  work  and,  better  than  any  statistics,  tell  our  members 
just  what  the  Society  is  doing. 

We  need  more  money;  but,  notwithstanding  the  demands 
which  come  to  us  for  increased  services,  we  have  consistently 
limited  our  expenditures  so  that  they  shall  not  exceed  our 


income. 
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George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 
Dec.  3,  1908. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues. 
Any  person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt  from 
further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues  of  each 
calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  but 
shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year.* 


♦For  the  last  seven  years  the  annual  dues  have  been  $10. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT, 

From  Nov.  1,  1907,  to  Oct.  31,  1908. 


On  July  1, 1908,  the  undersigned  succeeded  Messrs.  Boyden, 
Palfrey,  Bradlee  &  Twombly  as  Counsel,  and  took  over  all 
the  Legal  Aid  Society  papers  and  cases.  This  report  covers 
the  period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  last  report, 
and  summarizes  the  work  done  by  both  firms  during  the 
period  named.  During  this  period  864  applications  for 
legal  aid  have  been  received.  These  cases  have  been  classi¬ 
fied  as  follows: — 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  74 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  24 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  47 

4.  Domestic  Relations . 252 

5.  Insane,  Spendthrifts,  etc .  7 

6.  Bastardy .  24 

7.  Landlord  and  Tenant .  54 

8.  Questions  as  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons  ....  39 

9.  Wage-assignments,  Debtors  to  Loan  Companies,  etc.  33 

10.  Torts .  63 

11.  Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages,  Plaintiffs’,  85 

12.  Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages,  Defendants’,  46 

13.  Cases  as  to  Property  except  as  above .  65 

14.  Criminal  Cases .  10 

15.  Drawing  Instruments,  Advice .  41 


864 
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For  comparison  with  previous  reports  the  same  cases  are 
also  given  in  the  more  detailed  classification  previously 
employed : — 


1.  Claims  for  Wages .  68 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  24 

3.  Matrimonial  Cases  . . 219 

4.  Frauds .  8 

5.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  46 

6.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  41 

7.  Personal  Property  Cases .  50 

8.  Cases  involving  Rent .  44 

9.  Insurance .  30 

10.  Loans .  26 

11.  Real  Estate .  23 

12.  Bastardy .  24 

13.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  35 

14.  Cases  involving  Custody  of  Children  or  Guardianship,  26 

15.  Adoption  of  Children .  0 

16.  Cases  involving  Guardianship  of  Insane  Persons  and 

Spendthrifts .  5 

17.  Applications  for  Charity .  1 

18.  Criminal .  10 

19.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  77 

20.  Drawing  Instruments .  5 

21.  Bankruptcy  and  Poor  Debtor  .  2 

22.  Pardon  Cases .  1 

23.  Slander  and  Libel .  6 

24.  Assault  and  Battery .  6 

25.  Malicious  Prosecution .  1 

26.  Assignment  of  Wages .  7 

27.  Miscellaneous .  79 


864 
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An  examination  of  the  figures  as  to  the  sources  from  which 
the  applicants  have  come  shows  that  there  is  an  apparent 
slight  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  referred  to  the  Society 
by  organized  charities,  etc.,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  applicants  who  come  from,  or  who 
are  themselves,  former  clients.  This  decrease  is  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  twice  within  the  last  eighteen  months 
the  Society's  work  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  new  Counsel 


and  into  new  offices. 

1.  Former  Clients  and  referred  by  such . 120 

2.  Other  Legal  Aid  Societies .  11 

3.  Lawyers .  78 

4.  Bar  Association,  Judges,  Court-house  Officials  .  .  .  102 

5.  Administrative  Officers,  Police,  etc .  44 

6.  Doctors,  Hospitals .  8 

7.  Charities,  Religious  Societies,  etc . 203 

8.  Private  Persons  and  Persons  unknown . 297 

9.  Norwegian  Consul .  1 


864 


For  comparison  with  previous  reports  the  following  re¬ 
classification  of  the  sources  from  which  the  applicants  have 
come  is  made  to  follow  the  scheme  used  in  former  years : — 


1.  Former  Client . 120 

2.  Private  Individual  or  Sources  Unknown . 273 

3.  Lawyers .  78 

4.  Court  and  Probation  Officers,  Clerks  of  Courts  .  .  70 

5.  Associated  Charities .  77 

6.  Massachusetts  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 

Children .  24 

7.  Judges .  15 

8.  United  States  Marshal .  14 
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9.  Police  Officers .  22 

10.  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society .  8 

11.  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities .  2 

12.  District  Attorney . 3 

13.  Boston  Children’s  Aid  Society .  5 

14.  Advertisements  . .  2 

15.  Clergymen .  16 

16.  Doctors .  6 

17.  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum .  2 

18.  Children’s  Mission .  8 

19.  State  Officials .  16 

20.  Newspaper  Offices .  20 

21.  Chicago  Legal  Aid  Society .  1 

22.  Associated  Charities  (Cambridge) .  3 

23.  Overseers  of  Poor .  6 

24.  Philadelphia  Legal  Aid  Society .  1 

25.  Trinity  Parish .  0 

26.  City  Missionary  Society .  2 

27.  Various  Charities  for  Seamen .  17 

28.  Different  charitable  societies,  each  of  which  sent  less 

than  three  cases .  40 

29.  New  Jersey  Legal  Aid  Society .  1 

30.  Massachusetts  General  Hospital .  2 

31.  Chelsea  Relief  Committee .  9 

32.  Norwegian  Consul .  1 

864 

The  exact  number  of  old  and  new  applications  disposed  of 
during  the  year  covered  by  this  report  cannot  be  stated,  and 
this  appears  never  to  have  been  given  in  the  reports.  The 
number  now  pending  in  one  form  or  another  is  about  440. 
We  receive  between  75  and  100  new  applications  each  month, 
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and  during  the  last  year  159  cases  have  been  in  court.  From 
this  it  will  be  clear  that  the  number  of  “pending  cases” 
must  always  be  considerable;  but  the  number  now  pending 
is  much  larger  than  the  number  turned  over  to  us  by  Messrs. 
Boyden,  Palfrey,  Bradlee  &  Twombly.  We  feel  that  this 
is  principally  because  we  have  recently  had  to  spend  much 
time  in  merely  making  ourselves  familiar  with  the  cases  and 
the  work.  We  annex  a  summary  of  173  cases  which  we 
have  disposed  of  since  July  1 


Dismissed  or  refused: — 

Criminal  case .  1 

Divorce .  5 

Had  another  lawyer .  2 

Able  to  pay .  6 

No  case,  on  applicant’s  own  statement .  0 

Investigated,  no  merit .  24 

Dropped  as  not  warranting  further  effort .  9 

Lapsed  for  lack  of  prosecution  by  applicant .  43 

Obtained  desired  relief .  36 

Settlement .  15 

Prosecuted  in  court  and  defeated .  0 

Gave  advice,  no  action  necessary .  30 

Drew  instrument . 1 

Referred  to  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society,  Other  At¬ 
torney  .  1 


173 
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We  subjoin  the  usual  comparative  statement  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  suits  in  which  Counsel  for  the  Society  have  appeared : — 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Municipal  Court  of  the  City 

of  Boston . 

14 

15 

31 

31 

36 

30 

Municipal  Court,  other  Bos¬ 
ton  Districts . 

5 

5 

1 

4 

5 

f 

6 

Police  or  District  Courts  out- 

side  of  Boston . 

1 

3 

5 

11 

5 

6 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk 

County . 

10 

32 

61 

71 

70 

68 

Probate  Court,  other  Coun- 

ties . 

5 

12 

16 

27 

20 

20 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk 

County . 

16 

23 

20 

19 

28 

21 

Superior  Court,  other  Coun- 

ties . 

5 

8 

6 

5 

11 

6 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  .  . 

0 

1 

2 

4 

0 

1 

United  States  District  Court, 

0 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

United  States  Circuit  Court, 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Courts  outside  State  .  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

57 

103 

145 

174 

176 

159 

Counsellor  the  Society  have  collected  $6,442.70  for  clients 
during  the  year. 

Counsel  for  the  Society  have  paid  over  to  clients  during 
the  period  of  this  report  $5,760.94,  and  had  on  hand 
October  31  for  clients’  accounts  subject  to  charges  $700.84. 

The  work  of  the  Society  has  been  of  the  same  character 
as  in  previous  years.  We  have  no  remarks  to  make  on  it  at 
this  date,  but  annex  brief  statements  of  a  number  of  cases 
which  are  illustrative  of  the  Society’s  work. 
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2589.  The  client  in  this  case,  a  little  girl,  was  struck, 
though  not  seriously  injured,  by  an  automobile  driven  by 
an  employee  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  man  denied  even 
touching  the  girl,  and  produced  witnesses  in  support  of  his 
contention,  although  your  Counsel  believed  them  to  be  un¬ 
reliable.  The  trial  in  the  Municipal  Court  resulted  in  a 
judgment  for  the  defendant;  but  in  the  Superior  Court 
with  a  jury  a  verdict  was  obtained  for  $100,  a  fair  sum 
under  the  circumstances.  The  client  was  without  means, 
and  was  saved  by  the  Society  from  having  her  small  verdict 
virtually  swallowed  up  in  a  contingent  fee. 

3530.  The  client,  a  feeble-minded  but  perfectly  harmless 
old  man  with  no  friends  or  relatives,  applied  for  assistance. 
He  had  a  little  money  in  various  banks  and  elsewhere,  but 
had  lost  his  bank  books.  He  had  a  deep-seated  objection  to 
going  to  any  charitable  institution,  and  was  squandering 
whatever  money  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon.  Your  Counsel 
adjusted  with  the  banks  the  matter  of  the  bank  books, 
obtained  the  appointment  of  a  guardian,  provided  the  client 
out  of  the  fund  with  board,  lodging,  and  a  small  allowance 
for  pocket  money,  and  enabled  him  to  live  in  the  manner  of 
his  choice  until  his  death  in  September  last. 

3514.  In  this  case  the  client,  an  aged,  weak-minded,  and 
decrepit  woman,  was  left  entirely  without  support  by  her 
husband,  a  small  tailor  of  some  means.  Through  the  efforts 
of  your  Counsel  an  amicable  agreement  was  reached,  after 
instituting  proceedings  for  separate  support  and  securing  an 
examination  by  Dr.  Jelly,  who  found  that  the  client  was  not 
insane.  The  household  property  was  divided.  The  husband 
undertook  the  support  of  the  younger  children,  who  could 
not  support  themselves,  and  agreed  to  pay  a  small  weekly 
sum  for  his  wife’s  support. 
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1994.  This  case  has  been  previously  reported  up  to  the 
point  where  your  Counsel  secured  a  decree  in  equity  by 
which  a  deed  of  two  feeble-minded  clients,  who  had  sold  their 
interest  in  a  trust  fund  to  a  money-lender  for  an  uncon¬ 
scionably  small  sum,  was  converted  into  a  mortgage.  It  then 
developed  that  the  clients  were  wholly  without  means  to 
redeem  except  from  the  trust  fund,  and  that  the  fund  was 
held  by  the  trustee  under  a  strictly  limited  trust,  and  that 
the  trustee  could  not  assist  the  clients.  Further  time  for 
redemption  was  obtained,  proceedings  in  equity  were  insti¬ 
tuted,  and  a  decree  obtained  that  the  active  trust  had  failed, 
and  that  the  fund  should  thereafter  be  held  under  another 
and  much  broader  provision  of  the  trust.  The  decree  then 
ordered  the  trustee  to  advance  out  of  the  fund  the  money 
needed  to  redeem  the  mortgage,  which  was  done. 

4404.  This  case  illustrates  the  extent  to  which  old  cases 
once  disposed  of  continue  to  occupy  the  attention  of  your 
Counsel.  The  client  was  procured  a  decree  for  separate 
support  from  her  husband  in  1900.  The  husband  pays,  when 
he  does  pay,  through  the  Society,  and  often  for  considerable 
periods  he  fails  to  pay  altogether.  The  client  is  at  least 
a  weekly  visitor.  No  less  than  thirteen  contempt  proceed¬ 
ings  have  been  brought  for  her  benefit,  and  the  case  is  so 
well  known  in  the  Probate  Court  that  now  little  argument  is 
called  for  from  your  Counsel  beyond  naming  the  case. 

3498.  The  client  was  a  laundress,  who,  in  operating  a 
mangle  machine,  suffered  an  accident  which  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  one  hand  and  a  further  general  impairment  of  her 
health.  The  case  first  came  to  the  Legal  Aid  Society  because 
the  client  and  a  lady  who  is  interested  in  her  thought  her 
suit  was  not  being  properly  pressed  by  another  attorney. 
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The  attorney  appeared  to  have  had  little  confidence  in  the 
merits  of  the  case,  and  withdrew  upon  the  payment  of  a 
small  fee.  The  Legal  Aid  Society  attended  to  the  case  until 
it  was  reached  on  the  trial  list,  and  made  a  thorough  investi¬ 
gation.  It  appeared  unlikely  that  the  case  could  get  to  the 
jury,  and  on  the  eve  of  trial  a  settlement  for  $900  was  ar¬ 
ranged.  This  was  $400  more  than  the  defendants  had  been 
willing  to  offer  at  any  previous  stage  of  the  case,  and  it 
appeared  to  be  a  wise  settlement.  The  Society  retained  $25 
as  a  fee,  and  paid  the  remainder  to  the  client. 

Without  discussing  the  propriety  of  the  Society  engaging 
largely  in  the  prosecution  of  personal  injury  claims,  this 
case  is  illustrative.  Your  Counsel  believe  that  in  difficult 
cases  of  this  sort  the  Society  can  make  much  better  settle¬ 
ments  from  all  points  of  view  than  can  an  ordinary  attorney. 
If  the  case  had  been  prosecuted  for  a  contingent  fee,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  very  common  practice,  the  trouble  we  took  on  the 
case  would  have  justified  a  charge  of  $300,  and  a  charge  of 
$400  or  $500  would  very  likely  have  been  attempted.  The 
net  result  to  the  client  would  have  been  insignificant,  con¬ 
sidering  the  injury.  The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  got  the  benefit 
of  most  of  what  was  paid  in  settlement  probably  influenced 
the  defendants  in  some  measure  in  their  decision  to  pay 
what  they  did. 

4381.  The  applicant  was  the  widow  of  a  man  who  had 
been  injured  in  a  railroad  accident  and  had  later  died.  A 
lawyer  was  engaged  to  prove  the  husband’s  claim  against 
the  railroad,  and  upon  the  husband’s  death  was  appointed 
ancillary  administrator  of  his  estate  in  Massachusetts,  the 
husband  being  a  resident  of  Rhode  Island.  The  claim  against 
the  railroad  was  proved  for  $2,500.  The  railroad  went  through 
a  receivership,  and  paid  a  dividend  of  9J  per  cent.  This 
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amounted  to  $237.50,  which  on  May  11,  1907,  was  paid  to 
the  ancillary  administrator.  On  July  29,  1908,  the  widow 
asked  us  to  procure  this  money  from  the  lawyer,  who  had 
put  her  off  numerous  times  with  promises  of  payment.  Her 
brother-in-law  was  administrator  of  her  husband’s  estate  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  would  be  entitled  to  the  money.  We  had 
several  conferences  with  the  brother-in-law,  and  finally  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  having  the  ancillary  administrator  file  his  account. 
In  this  account  he  charged  $250,  although  he  had  collected 
only  $237.50.  It  appeared  that  there  had  originally  been  an 
oral  agreement  that  he  should  not  charge  more  than  25  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  collected.  In  view  of  this  we  opposed 
the  allowance  of  the  administrator’s  account,  and  succeeded 
in  having  the  $250  charged  for  services  reduced  to  $150. 

4316.  Client  was  a  member  of  the  crew  of  the  fishing 
schooner  “Rose  Dorothea,”  and  on  returning  from  a  trip 
to  the  Grand  Banks  he  was  served  with  a  writ,  and  his  share 
of  the  profits  of  the  trip,  amounting  to  about  $40,  attached 
in  a  suit.  The  client  was  in  need  of  money  to  send  to  his 
family  at  Provincetown.  We  obtained  from  the  plaintiff’s 
attorney  a  release  of  the  trustee  process  to  the  amount  of 
$20,  and  later  entered  our  appearance  in  court.  His  lia¬ 
bility  was  doubtful,  but,  against  our  advice  the  client  before 
trial  of  the  suit  effected  a  settlement  with  the  plaintiff. 

4333.  Client,  a  youth  of  nineteen,  had  ordered  a  suit  of 
clothes  from  a  tailor,  and  had  made  a  deposit  to  secure  the 
payment.  When  the  clothes  were  tried  on,  they  were  not  at 
all  what  he  had  ordered  and  could  not  be  worn.  The  tailor 
absolutely  refused  to  make  alterations  or  refund  the  money. 
We  induced  the  tailor  to  agree  to  make  alterations,  and,  as 
we  heard  nothing  further  from  the  case,  we  presume  that 
this  was  done  to  the  client’s  satisfaction. 


20 


4586.  Client  had  shipped  as  mate  and  engineer  on  a  coast¬ 
ing  schooner  at  $40  a  month.  When  about  eight  months’  pay 
was  due,  the  vessel  arrived  in  Boston,  and  the  captain  ten¬ 
dered  him  $35  a  month  in  settlement.  This  the  client  refused 
to  accept,  and  came  to  us.  We  were  informed  that  the  vessel, 
which  was  owned  in  Maine,  was  to  sail  early  the  next  day. 
We  filed  a  libel  in  admiralty  in  the  United  States  District 
Court,  as  the  result  of  which  the  vessel  was  taken  into  pos¬ 
session  of  the  United  States  Marshal.  The  following  day, 
after  conferences  with  the  captain,  a  representative  of  the 
owners,  and  the  United  States  Commissioner,  the  matter 
was  adjusted  by  the  payment  of  a  sum  satisfactory  to  the 
client. 

4247.  Our  client  was  a  small  business  man,  who  made  a 
general  assignment  of  all  his  property  to  the  value  of  about 
$350  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors  to  a  lawyer,  the  latter 
agreeing  to  file  a  petition  in  bankruptcy  on  behalf  of  the 
debtor  and  to  pay  the  necessary  fees.  At  the  expiration  of 
about  nine  months  the  debtor  had  not  been  able  to  get  an 
accounting  from  the  lawyer,  and,  the  fees  not  having  been 
paid,  his  petition  was  in  danger  of  being  dismissed.  We 
obtained  from  the  creditors  the  necessary  fees  to  prosecute 
the  petition  in  bankruptcy,  obtained  the  appointment  of 
a  receiver,  and  as  the  result  of  repeated  attempts  obtained 
an  accounting  from  the  assignee  and  a  deposit  by  him  of 
the  entire  funds  in  his  hands  with  a  trust  company  to  await 
the  final  decision  as  to  whether  the  money  should  be  turned 
over  to  the  creditors  who  had  assented  to  the  original  assign¬ 
ment  or  to  the  debtor’s  trustee  in  bankruptcy  , 

Note.  In  this  case  the  first  attempt  to  obtain  an  account¬ 
ing  from  the  assignee  was  made  by  our  predecessors,  but 
without  success.  The  final  result  was  brought  about  by 
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obtaining  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  lawyer  upon  com¬ 
plaint  made  by  the  receiver  in  bankruptcy,  alleging  larceny 
of  the  funds  in  question.  The  lawyer  had  unquestionably 
converted  the  money  to  his  own  use,  but  was  able  to  raise  the 
sum  required  from  his  friends.  The  money  was  deposited 
in  a  trust  company,  and  the  certificate  of  deposit  issued  in  his 
name,  which  certificate  of  deposit  has  been  turned  over  to 
us  to  await  the  final  outcome  of  the  case. 

4317.  Client’s  husband,  a  teamster  and  a  man  of  violent 
temper  who  had  for  years  abused  and  maltreated  his  wife, 
finally  turned  her  out  of  the  house.  She  took  refuge  with 
a  sister,  and  during  her  absence  the  husband  stored  the  fur¬ 
niture  and  went  with  his  three  young  children  to  live  with 
his  mother,  refusing  to  allow  his  wife  to  see  the  children  or  to 
contribute  anything  to  her  support.  Upon  thorough  inves¬ 
tigation  we  decided  that  the  husband  had  acted  without 
justification.  We  succeeded  in  recovering  most  of  the  fur¬ 
niture,  and  filed  a  petition  for  separate  support  on  behalf 
of  the  wife.  The  husband  engaged  counsel,  but  on  the  day 
set  for  the  hearing  a  decree  was  assented  to  by  the  husband, 
whereby  he  was  ordered  to  surrender  the  custody  of  the 
children  to  their  mother,  and  to  contribute  $10  a  week  for 
the  support  of  the  family. 

Warren,  Hoague,  James  &  Bigelow, 

Counsel. 


REPORT  OF  ATTORNEY  IN  CHARGE 
SOUTH  END  BRANCH. 


Nov.  1,  1907,  to  Oct.  31,  1908. 


The  evening  branch  office  has  been  open  every  Wednesday 
evening,  holidays  excepted,  and  the  number  of  client  seems 
to  have  increased.  The  office  was  open  forty-nine  evenings. 

Total  number  of  applications  . 342 

Male . 95 

Female . 247 

Total . 342 

New  applications .  132 

Applications  referred  to  the  office  by: 

Salvation  Army . 15 

Other  charitable  organizations .  8 

Ministers  and  churches .  7 

Police .  3 

Former  clients . 19 

All  others .  2 

Unknown  sources  . 78 

132 

Classification  of  Cases. 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  13 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases .  22 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  4 

4.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  8 
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5.  Personal  Property  Cases .  4 

6.  Loans .  1 

7.  Real  Estate .  1 

8.  Bastardy .  3 

9.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  5 

10.  Cases  involving  Custody  of  Children  and  Guardian¬ 

ship  .  5 

11.  Criminal .  2 

12.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  5 

13.  Slander  and  Libel .  5 

14.  Assignment  of  Wages .  1 

15.  Neglected  Children .  1 

16.  Pension .  1 

17.  Conflict  of  Laws .  1 

18.  Landlord  and  Tenant . 20 

19.  Naturalization .  1 

20.  Miscellaneous . 29 

132 

Court  Work: 

Cases  in  Court  during  the  year .  33 

Cases  disposed  of  during  the  year .  25 

Cases  declined .  6 

Financial  Statement. 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1907  .  $47.14 

Total  receipts  of  office,  including  cash  paid  by  cli¬ 
ents  for  expenses  and  services  to  Nov.  1,  1908,  1,403.52 

$1,450.66 

Total  expenditures,  including  money  collected  for 

and  paid  to  clients  up  to  Nov.  1,  1908  ....  1,329.94 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1908  .  $120.72 
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Analysis  of  Accounts. 


Money  collected  for  clients . .  .  $1,348.52 

Money  paid  to  clients .  1,209.14 

Separate  support  of  married  women 

and  minor  children .  $387.00 

Wages  collected .  103.81 

Claims  for  money,  personal  injury, 
and  damage  to  property  cases 
collected  by  legal  proceedings,  567.37 
Miscellaneous .  150.96 


$1,209.14 


Some  of  the  cases  that  have  come  to  the  office  are  appended 
hereto : — 

P.  Applicant  was  one  of  two  guardians  of  several  chil¬ 
dren  living  at  Nassau,  Bahamas,  W.I.,  and  came  north  with 
her  wards  because  one  of  the  children  was  threatened  with 
tuberculosis.  She  acted  on  the  advice  of  a  physician  at 
Nassau,  and,  as  she  understood,  with  the  consent  of  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Bahamas.  On  her 
arrival  at  Boston  she  wrote  to  her  co-guardian  for  the  income 
due  the  children.  Unable  to  secure  from  the  co-guardian  or 
from  the  court  at  Nassau  any  of  the  funds  due,  she  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Society’s  Branch  Office  by  her  church.  Counsel 
wrote  to  the  other  guardian,  and  addressed  himself  also  to 
the  Court.  The  authorities  in  the  West  Indies  took  the  posi¬ 
tion  that  the  applicant  had  taken  the  children  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Bahamas  without 
the  consent  of  the  Chief  Justice.  They  recommended  the 
retaining  of  an  attorney  at  Nassau  to  represent  the  applicant. 
Because  of  the  expense  to  her  wards,  she  was  unwilling  to 
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do  this.  After  a  long  correspondence,  Counsel  succeeded  in 
obtaining,  without  the  assistance  of  any  lawyer  at  Nassau, 
payment  of  all  of  the  back  instalments  of  income.  The 
amount  collected  was  $152.  The  Society’s  charge  for  legal 
services  was  $5. 

C.  The  wife  and  child  of  a  worthy  young  Swedish  work¬ 
ingman  who  lived  in  the  suburbs  were  in  an  electric  car 
which  collided  with  another  car.  The  mother  was  not  hurt, 
but  the  child  sustained  bruises  on  her  head,  and  was  upset 
for  some  days  after  the  accident.  The  street  railway  people 
offered  the  father  $5  to  settle  his  daughter’s  damages.  The 
physician  called  by  the  parents,  a  man  of  prominence  and 
undoubted  integrity,  stated  that  stomach  trouble,  which  the 
little  girl  had  after  the  accident,  was  due,  in  his  opinion, 
to  the  injury  and  shock.  In  spite  of  this  the  street  railway’s 
accident  department  looked  with  such  suspicion  on  the  case 
that  they  were  very  unwilling  to  make  any  offer  of  settle¬ 
ment.  After  investigation  Counsel  brought  suit,  and  the 
facts  were  proved  in  open  court  by  two  doctors  and  other 
witnesses.  The  company,  after  the  evidence  was  shown, 
admitted  its  liability,  stated  it  had  no  evidence  to  offer,  and 
promptly  paid  the  damages  assessed  by  the  Court.  Counsel 
collected  the  sum  of  $125.94,  out  of  which  he  paid  the  two 
doctors  expert  fees  of  $5  each,  all  other  witnesses  the  usual 
sums  for  travel  and  attendance  at  court,  the  Society’s  charges, 
which  he  fixed  at  $25,  and  paid  the  balance  of  $82.15  to  the 
applicant.  When  he  came  to  the  Society,  applicant  hoped 
he  could  get  a  little  more  than  the  $5  offered  him  by  the 
railway  company,  but  was  afraid  of  the  litigation,  because 
he  thought  his  attorney  would  take  half  of  what  was  paid 
in  any  event,  and  might  take  it  all. 

D.  This  case  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Counsel  by 
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the  Anti-suicide  Bureau  of  the  Salvation  Army.  Being  very 
despondent,  the  applicant,  a  married  man  with  a  family, 
had  gone  to  the  Anti-suicide  Bureau  for  help  and  advice. 
He  stated  to  Counsel  that  he  had  appropriated  for  his  own 
uses  SI, 000  which  belonged  to  a  young  man  for  whom  he 
had  been  appointed  guardian  by  the  courts  of  another  State, 
and  the  young  man,  having  come  of  age,  was  about  to  demand 
his  own.  The  Surety  Company,  which  had  guaranteed  ap¬ 
plicant’s  honesty,  also  requested  a  statement  of  accounts. 
The  situation  was  so  foreboding  that  applicant  expected  to 
have  to  go  to  jail,  and  he  felt  that,  rather  than  endure  such 
disgrace,  he  would  take  his  own  life.  He  was  quickly  per¬ 
suaded  that  this  would  be  cowardice,  and  that  his  duty  to 
his  family  and  to  his  ward  required  him  to  face  the  conse¬ 
quences  and  to  strive  with  all  his  powers  to  make  amends. 
He  promised  to  deny  himself  in  every  way,  and  to  save  from 
his  salary  to  pay  back  the  money  he  had  stolen.  Counsel 
encouraged  him  by  showing  that  there  was  no  probability 
of  an  immediate  jail  sentence.  He  was  advised  to  write 
to  the  Surety  Company,  stating  he  would  draw  up  an  account, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  to  make  a  full  confession  to  his  ward, 
and  arrange  to  pay  him  the  money  in  instalments.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  his  instructions,  and  reported  when  he  had  told  his 
plight  to  the  young  man.  After  a  considerable  time  he 
reported  again  that  he  had  made  full  restitution,  had  filed 
his  account,  had  it  allowed  by  the  Court,  and  received  his 
discharge. 

In  such  a  case  as  this  nice  questions  of  legal  ethics  rapidly 
present  themselves.  Every  counsellor-at-law  by  his  oath 
is  bound  to  have  no  part  in  any  wrong-doing  and  to  practise 
no  deceit  upon  the  courts.  The  Society,  moreover,  has 
always  insisted  it  does  not  occupy  the  position  of  the  attor¬ 
ney  who  is  paid  to  protect  his  client,  and  may  look  well  to 
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the  rights  of  others  also.  It  certainly  strives,  and  ought  to 
strive,  to  maintain  the  highest  standard  of  practice.  It 
might  be  asked,  therefore,  if  Counsel  ought  to  assist  an  appli¬ 
cant  who  comes  to  him  a  self-confessed  embezzler.  It  would 
seem  he  should  not  by  any  of  the  devices  of  the  legal  profes¬ 
sion  or  any  processes  of  law  cover  up  the  wrong  and  let  the 
victim  suffer.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  advice  here  given 
was  neither  to  tell  an  untruth  to  the  Surety  Company,  to  the 
courts,  or  to  the  applicant’s  ward,  but,  on  the  contrary,  at 
least  to  his  victim  to  make  a  full  confession.  For  such  a 
wrong-doer,  whose  penitence  was  of  the  sort  that  leads  to 
sincere  efforts  at  making  amends,  the  Society  may  well  give 
its  help  where  the  assistance  is  counsel  to  play  the  part  of 
a  man,  and  brings  results  in  the  interests  of  those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  case. 

X.  A  young  man  while  in  the  service  of  the  Navy  sent 
from  time  to  time  various  sums  of  money  to  his  father  at 
New  Bedford  to  be  deposited  for  him  by  the  father  in  a 
savings  bank.  The  father  made  deposits  in  his  own  name. 
There  was  $500  in  the  bank  belonging  to  the  son,  and,  when 
he  came  to  Boston  to  live,  his  father  refused  to  sign  an  order 
on  the  bank  for  the  payment  of  the  money.  He  had  the 
money  transferred  to  a  different  account, — in  the  name  of 
the  father  and  on  his  decease  for  the  benefit  of  the  son.  When 
applicant  came  to  the  Society’s  Branch  Office,  his  father  was 
in  Ireland,  and  still  refused  to  give  up  the  money,  although 
he  admitted  it  was  his  son’s  savings.  Counsel  brought  a 
suit  in  the  Superior  Court  against  the  savings  bank,  which 
set  up  that  the  deposit  was  in  the  name  of  the  father,  and 
asked  that  he  be  summoned  in  as  a  claimant.  This  was  done, 
but  before  any  hearing  of  the  case  on  its  merits  the  father 
acknowledged  his  error,  and  allowed  the  savings  bank  to 
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pay  the  full  amount  of  the  deposit  under  the  direction  of 
the  Court  to  the  applicant.  After  taking  out  from  the  fund, 
as  allowed  by  the  law,  their  costs,  the  lawyers  paid  Counsel 
the  balance,  which  was  $490.83.  The  Society  took  for  its 
charge,  to  cover  services  and  disbursements,  the  sum  of  $20, 
and  paid  the  balance,  $470.83,  to  the  applicant. 

M.  A  young  girl  purchased  for  herself  a  woollen  coat  and 
skirt  of  light  color  and  good  material  of  a  neighbor  whose 
daughter  was  an  actress,  and  frequently  disposed  of  wearing 
apparel  before  it  became  worn.  After  wearing  the  suit 
some  time,  the  girl’s  mother  took  it  to  a  tailor  to  be  cleansed. 
The  tailor  assured  her  he  could  cleanse  it,  and  promised  her 
it  would  be  as  good  as  new.  Without  her  knowledge  the 
tailor  sent  the  suit  to  some  cheap  cleansers,  who  used  chemi¬ 
cals  of  one  kind  on  the  coat  and  another  on  the  skirt.  The 
colors  ran  and  faded,  and  the  suit  was  practically  ruined. 
The  mother  refused  to  pay  the  tailor,  but  could  get  no  satis¬ 
faction  when  she  went  to  see  him.  All  he  would  say  was 
that  she  could  go  to  law  about  it  if  she  wished.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  she  was  too  poor  to  advance  even  the  costs  necessary 
to  get  the  matter  into  a  court  of  justice.  As  the  daughter 
was  about  to  be  married,  and  the  ruined  suit  was  the 
best  she  had,  it  was  a  matter  of  some  consequence  to  her. 
After  finding  he  could  do  nothing  himself  with  the  tailor, 
Counsel  advanced  the  necessary  costs,  and  took  the  matter 
to  court.  The  judge  who  heard  the  evidence  accepted  the 
mother’s  story,  and  awarded  her  $20  damages.  The  tailor 
threatened  to  do  everything  from  appealing  the  case  to  tak¬ 
ing  the  poor  debtor’s  oath.  Counsel,  however,  held  firm, 
and  succeeded  in  collecting  on  the  case  the  sum  of  $30.  Out 
of  this  he  paid  back  all  of  the  costs  and  fees  of  witnesses, 
which  amounted  to  $7.65,  and,  making  a  nominal  charge 
of  $7  for  the  Society’s  services,  paid  the  balance  of  $15.35 
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to  the  mother.  Without  the  Society’s  help  the  grasping 
tailor  would  never  have  been  forced  to  settle  for  one  cent. 

W.  Applicant  lives  in  Bridgewater.  She  had  not  lived 
with  her  husband  for  nearly  three  years.  He  had  neglected 
to  provide  for  her  support  and  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
minor  child.  She  desired  to  have  whatever  savings  she  could 
gather  during  the  remainder  of  her  life  go  on  her  death  to 
the  daughter  without  sharing  to  any  extent  with  the  child’s 
father,  and,  referred  to  the  Evening  Branch  of  the  Society 
by  the  Salvation  Army,  wrote  to  Counsel  for  advice.  She 
was  told  that  the  best  way  to  accomplish  her  purpose  was  to 
secure  legal  separation  from  her  husband,  and  then  be¬ 
queath  all  her  property  to  the  daughter.  A  petition  was 
drawn  to  the  Probate  Court  of  Plymouth  County,  and  Coun¬ 
sel  went  to  Brockton,  and  secured  a  decree.  The  husband 
was  living  in  the  West,  and  was  served  with  the  papers  by 
registered  mail.  The  decree  of  the  court  gave  applicant  the 
right  to  live  apart  from  her  husband  without  interference  with 
her  personal  liberty,  gave  her  the  custody  of  her  child,  and 
ordered  the  husband  to  pay  his  wife  three  dollars  a  week  for 
support.  He  paid  no  attention  to  the  order  as  to  payments, 
and  this  part  of  the  decree  cannot  be  enforced  against  him 
by  the  process  of  our  courts  as  long  as  he  remains  out  of 
the  State.  What  she  desired,  however,  in  the  main,  appli¬ 
cant  secured.  A  will  was  drawn  by  Counsel,  which  recited 
her  decree  of  separation  and  bequeathed  all  her  property 
to  the  daughter.  The  husband  was  effectually  cut  off. 
Counsel  sent  applicant  a  bill  of  $3  services  and  90  cents  ex¬ 
penses,  which  she  paid  with  gratitude. 

N.  Applicant  was  a  working-woman.  Her  husband  drank, 
and  frequently  abused  her.  Their  only  child  was  delicate 
and  somewhat  feeble-minded.  Applicant  came  to  Counsel 
while  her  husband  was  serving  a  term  of  imprisonment,  and 
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sought  to  secure  protection  against  his  return.  Counsel 
brought  a  petition  in  the  Probate  Court  to  secure  a  separa¬ 
tion.  The  papers  were  served  on  the  man  in  jail,  and  upon 
his  discharge  he  signed  a  paper  consenting  to  a  decree  in 
favor  of  his  wife.  Despite  the  decree,  however,  he  went 
back  to  his  wife,  and  forced  her  by  threats  of  violence  to 
allow  him  to  remain  under  the  same  roof.  He  wTas  idle,  and 
drunk  most  of  the  time.  Counsel  wrote  him,  and  stated  he 
would  have  him  sent  away  again  if  he  persisted  in  remaining 
where  he  was.  He  came  in,  and  threatened  violence  toward 
Counsel,  toward  his  wife,  and  toward  one  of  her  lodgers. 
Some  time  after  he  came  back,  and  told  how  he  had  assaulted 
this  same  lodger,  and  had  been  arrested  and  sentenced  to 
another  term  of  imprisonment  for  the  crime.  He  imme¬ 
diately  went  back  to  his  wife,  and  ill-treated  her  worse  than 
ever.  Papers  were  drawn  to  secure  his  arrest  and  imprison¬ 
ment  for  contempt  of  the  decree  of  the  Probate  Court,  but, 
having  a  suspicion  the  man  was  insane,  Counsel  applied  for 
a  warrant  for  his  arrest  for  assault  on  his  wife,  and  then  re¬ 
quested  an  examination  by  an  alienist.  Pending  the  report 
from  the  insanity  experts,  the  assault  charge  was  continued. 
Meanwhile  the  man  sobered  down  in  jail,  and,  when  the  doc¬ 
tors  examined  him,  appeared  to  be  in  his  right  mind.  It 
was  so  reported  to  Counsel,  and  there  was  no  alternative  but 

to  press  the  charge  for  assault.  This  was  done,  and  the  man 
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was  sentenced  to  jail  for  three  months.  When  he  gets  out, 
further  trouble  is  anticipated,  and  little  peace  can  be  expected 
until  such  a  criminal  is  permanently  shut  up.  A  suit  for 
divorce  will  be  brought  by  the  Society,  as  the  only  means  of 
protection  for  the  wife. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  R.  Scott, 

Attorney  in  Charge  South  End  Branch . 
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. 39  Court  St. 

....  239  Beacon  St. 

....  16  Congress  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

. 28  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

.  .  247  Marlborough  St. 
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Louis  D.  Brandeis  .  . 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer  .  . 
William  Brewster  .  . 

P.  C.  Brooks  .... 
Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks 
Walter  N.  Buffum  . 
Harry  L.  Burr  age 
Frederick  P.  Cabot  . 
Mrs.  Susan  B.  Cabot 
Alfred  D.  Chandler  . 
Horace  D.  Chapin 

J.  H.  Clark . 

Louis  M.  Clark  .  .  . 

B.  Preston  Clark  .  .  . 
Alexander  Cochrane 
Charles  R.  Codman  .  . 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

Harold  J.  Coolidge  . 
William  H.  Coolidge 
James  E.  Cotter  .  . 
George  G.  Crocker  . 
George  U.  Crocker  . 
Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 
Frederic  Cunningham 

Allen  Curtis . 

Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Curtis 
Charles  P.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Horatio  G.  Curtis  .  . 
James  F.  Curtis  .  .  . 
Laurence  Curtis  .  .  . 
Richard  H.  Dana  .  .  . 
Samuel  B.  Dana  .  .  . 
Harrison  M.  Davis  .  . 


....  Compton  Building 

. 416  Beacon  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

. 2  Deerfield  St. 

. 92  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .113  Devonshire  St. 
.  .  .  Eliot  National  Bank 

. 53  State  St. 

. 34  Beacon  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. Hotel  Vendome 

. 50  Congress  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

. 55  Kilby  St. 

.  .  .  57  Marlborough  St. 

.  ...  66  Barristers’  Hall 

. 22  Congress  St. 

1001  State  Mutual  Building 
.  .  .  199  Washington  St. 

.  . . 19  Milk  St. 

.  .  .  378  Marlborough  St. 

.  304  Berkeley  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. Ames  Building 

Old  Boston  National  Bank 

.  225  State  House 

.  .  .  197  Marlborough  St. 

. 19  Congress  St. 

. 31  State  St. 

. Ames  Building 
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Charles  L.  De  Normandie 

Philip  Dexter . 

Frederic  Dodge . 

Robert  G.  Dodge  .... 

Ellis  L.  Dresel . 

Eben  S.  Draper  .... 
Wm.  Endicott,  Jr.  ... 
Charles  F.  Fairbanks  .  . 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  E.  Fay 

J.  S.  Fay,  Jr . 

Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fish  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Charlotte  M.  Fiske  . 
Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 

J.  Murray  Forbes  .... 
James  G.  Freeman  .  .  . 
Miss  Cornelia  Anne  French 
Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  . 
Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  . 
William  A.  Gaston  .  .  . 

Lyman  Gibbs . 

George  A.  Goddard  .  .  . 

J.  C.  Gray . 

Miss  Mary  C.  Gray  .  .  . 

Reginald  Gray . 

Roland  Gray  . 

Francis  B.  Greene  .  .  . 
Charles  P.  Greenough  .  . 
David  S.  Greenough  .  . 

Henry  S.  Grew . 

E.  A.  Grozier . 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Hayes  .... 

Charles  Head . 

Augustus  Hemenway  .  . 


. 53  State  St. 

. 40  State  St. 

. P.O.  Building 

. 60  State  St. 

. 84  State  St. 

. Hopedale,  Mass. 

.  .  .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 
.  .  .  .501  Sears  Building 

. 419  Beacon  St. 

.  169  Commonwealth  Ave. 
346  Kent  Road,  Longwood 
.  122  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 75  Beacon  St. 

.  .  .  .  610  Sears  Building 

.  55  Kilby  St. 

.  .  230  Marlborough  St. 

. 18  Tremont  St. 

.  ...  25  Pemberton  Sq. 

.  587  Beacon  St. 

.  .  49  Cedar  St.,  Roxbury 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

.  60  State  St. 

.  .  .  .  7  Mt.  Vernon  PL 

.  392  Beacon  St. 

.  60  State  St. 

. 182  Beacon  St. 

.  39  Court  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 

. 89  Beacon  St. 

. Boston  Post 

.  131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. State  St. 

. 10  Tremont  St. 
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Mrs.  Charles  P.  Hemenway 
F.  L.  Higginson  .... 
Adams  Sherman  Hill  .  . 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Hill . 

Arthur  D.  Hill . 

Theodore  Hoague  .  .  . 
Robert  Homans  .... 
Elmer  P.  Howe  .... 
Henry  S.  Howe  .... 

C.  E.  Hubbard . 

Richard  C.  Humphreys  . 
Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell  . 
F.  W.  Hunnewell  .... 
Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  2d 
Walter  Hunnewell  .  .  . 
Edward  W.  Hutchins  .  . 
Charles  C.  Jackson  .  .  . 
Robert  A.  Jackson  .  .  . 

Henry  James,  Jr . 

Charles  P.  Jaynes  .  .  . 

B.  M.  Jones . 

Boyd  B.  Jones . 

W.  V.  Kellen . 

George  G.  Kennedy  .  . 
Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  . 

L.  C.  Kimball . 

Otis  Kimball  . 

Mrs.  H.  Kuhn . 

H.  A.  Lamb . 

William  B.  Lawrence  .  . 

Eliot  C.  Lee . 

Joseph  Lee . 

George  V.  Leverett  .  .  . 


.  242  Beacon  St. 

. Boston 

12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge 
12  Reservoir  St.,  Cambridge 

. 53  State  St. 

. 84  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  1825,  Boston 

. 89  Franklin  St. 

.  28  State  St. 

.  272  Congress  St. 

.  .  .  303  Dartmouth  St. 

. 87  Milk  St. 

. Wellesley 

. 87  Milk  St. 

.  Sears  Building 

.  .  .301  Marlborough  St. 

. 50  Congress  St. 

. 84  State  St. 

.  .  .  .50  Washington  St. 

. 141  Milk  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  202  Commonwealth  Ave. 
284  Warren  St.,  Roxbury 
48  Commonwealth  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  2133,  Boston 

. 134  Beacon  St. 

36  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 126  Beacon  St. 

. 40  Water  St. 

. 40  State  St. 

. 101  Tremont  St. 

....  53  Devonshire  St. 
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A.  L.  Lincoln . 

Roland  C.  Lincoln  .  .  . 
Augustus  P.  Loring  .  .  . 
The  Misses  Loring  .  .  . 
Thornton  K.  Lothrop  .  . 
Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr. 
James  A.  Lowell  .... 
Francis  C.  Lowell  .  .  . 
Arthur  T.  Lyman  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  Mann  .  . 
Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason  .  . 
Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman  .  . 
Lawrence  Minot  .... 
Mrs.  John  H.  Moris  on  . 

Godfrey  Morse . 

John  T.  Morse,  Jr.  ... 
Charles  A.  Morss  .... 
Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr.  . 
Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley 
James  M.  Newell  .... 

Richard  Olney . 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood 


. 126  State  St. 

.  346  Tremont  Building 

. 22  Congress  St. 

. 37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

....  27  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 38  Equitable  Building 

. 38  Equitable  Building 

. 107  P.O.  Building 

....  P.O.  Box  1717,  Boston 
Care  C.  P.  Greenough,  39  Court  St. 

. 1  Walnut  St. 

. 73  Bay  State  Road 

. 18  Tremont  St. 

. 44  Brimmer  St. 

....  924  Exchange  Building 

. 16  Fairfield  St. 

. 110  State  St. 

.  Jamaica  Plain 

. 144  Beacon  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  Sears  Building 

. 67  Bay  State  Road 


Robert  Treat  Paine  .  . 
John  G.  Palfrey  .  .  . 
B.  W.  Palmer  .  .  .  . 
Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker 
Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman 
James  P.  Parmenter 
Francis  Peabody,  Jr.  . 
Frank  E.  Peabody  .  . 
Edward  C.  Perkins  .  . 
Mrs.  John  Phillips  .  . 


. 6  Joy  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

.  735  Exchange  Building 
.  .  .  .  282  Beacon  St. 

. 7  Brimmer  St. 

Court  House,  Boston 
104  Devonshire  Building 
.  .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 
.  .  .706  Sears  Building 
.  .  .  .  299  Berkeley  St. 
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Henry  G.  Pickering . 10  Tremont  St. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman  . 53  State  St. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce  . S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston 

A.  E.  Pillsbury . . 6  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Preston  Player,  The  “  Abbotsford,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Putnam . 90  Ames  Building 

Charles  S.  Rackemann . Ames  Building 

Felix  Rackemann  . Ames  Building 

Arnold  A.  Rand .  178  Devonshire  St. 

Frank  W.  Remick . P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D  .  .  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Alfred  L.  Ripley . State  National  Bank 

Miss  Emma  Rodman . 174  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell .  20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  A.  Sawyer .  1038  Tremont  Building 

Henry  Sayles .  56  Commonwealth  Ave. 

L.  L.  Scaife . 19  Congress  St. 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt .  146  Boylston  St. 

Henry  R.  Scott . 60  State  St. 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull . 131  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  B.  Sears . National  Shawmut  Bank 

William  R.  Sears . 73  Tremont  St. 

Henry  L.  Shattuck . 60  State  St. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Shaw . Chestnut  Hill 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw . 151  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Francis  Skinner . Dedham  St. 

Miss  Laura  Slocum . Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 

Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith . 186  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr . 84  State  St. 

Miss  E.  P.  Sohier . 79  Beacon  St. 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier .  922  Beacon  St. 

Charles  B.  Southard . 18  Tremont  St. 

F.  P.  Sprague,  M.D .  229  Commonwealth  Ave. 
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Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole  .  . 

R.  H.  Stearns . 

Moorfield  Storey  .... 
Charles  R.  Sturgis  .  .  . 
Charles  H.  Swan  .... 
Robert  T.  Swan  .... 

J.  Homer  Sweetser  .  .  . 
Henry  W.  Swift  .... 

Giles  Taintor  . 

Charles  H.  Taylor  .  .  . 
Ezra  R.  Thayer  .... 
William  G.  Thompson  .  . 

J.  L.  Thorndike  .... 

S.  Lothrop  Thorndike  .  . 
Lawrence  Tucker  .... 
Leverett  S.  Tuckermann 
Miss  Susan  Upham  .  .  . 
Charles  C.  Walker  .  .  . 
Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  .  .  . 
Miss  Mary  L.  Ware  .  .  . 

J.  B.  Warner . 

Bentley  W.  Warren  .  .  . 
Edward  H.  Warren  .  .  . 
Paul  Barron  Watson  .  . 
Arthur  S.  Webster  .  .  . 

F.  G.  Webster . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld  .  . 
Mrs.  Barrett  Wendell  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth 

R.  D.  Weston . 

Henry  Wheeler . 

Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  . 
Mrs.  C.  T.  White  .... 


.  .  421  Marlborough  St. 
R.  H.  Stearns  Co.;  Boston 

. 53  State  St. 

. 27  Kilby  St. 

...  82  Devonshire  St. 

. Brookline 

. 53  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. Boston  Globe 

. 53  State  St. 

....  73  Tremont  St. 
.  735  Exchange  Building 
...  62  Devonshire  St. 
.  .  B.  A.  A.,  Exeter  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

.  .  379  Marlborough  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

....  415  Beacon  St. 

....  41  Brimmer  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 84  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

....  25  Greenville  St. 

.  .  .113  Devonshire  St. 
...  81  Mason  Building 
.  .  .  358  Marlborough  St. 
21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline 

. 70  State  St. 

.  .  .511  Sears  Building 

.  .  .  Tremont  Building 

213  Commonwealth  Ave. 


38 


Alexander  Whiteside  . 
George  Wigglesworth  . 
C.  A.  Williams  .... 
Henry  Bigelow  Williams 
Moses  Williams  .  .  . 
Ralph  B.  Williams  .  . 
Robert  Winsor  .  .  .  . 


...  60  State  St. 
....  Milton,  Mass. 
.  .  .  .  126  State  St, 
.  .  201  Clarendon  St. 

.  .  18  Post-office  Sq. 

P.O.  Box  2682,  Boston 
.  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 


Ninth  Annual  Report 


OF 

THE  BOSTON  LEGAL 
AID  SOCIETY 


BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 


I908-I909 


Organized  and  Incorporated  1900 


BOSTON 

Geo.  H.  Ellis  Co.,  Printers,  272  Congress  Street 

1909 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY* 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Charles  B.  Southard. 


Frederic  Cunningham. 


Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard, 

10  Tremont  Street. 

Secretary. 

C.  L.  De  Normandie, 

53  State  Street. 

Directors. 


Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
Charles  B.  Southard. 
Robert  D.  Weston. 


J.  A.  Blanchard. 
Horatio  A.  Lamb. 


B.  Preston  Clark. 
Charles  S.  Rackemann. 
Arthur  D.  Hill. 


Law  Committee. 


R.  D.  Weston. 


Charles  B.  Southard. 


Frederic  Cunningham. 


Counsel. 

Warren,  Ho  ague,  James  &  Bigelow, 

84  State  Street. 


Attorney  in  Charge  South  End  Branch . 

Henry  R.  Scott. 

6  East  Brookline  Street. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  CONSTITUTION* 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 

Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  complying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues. 
Any  person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt  from 
further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues  of  each 
calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  but 
shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year.* 

*  For  the  last  eight  years  the  annual  dues  have  been  $10. 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT* 


In  response  to  the  invitation  to  make  an  exhibit  at  the 
“  1915”  Exposition,  we  sent  a  placard  to  the  Old  Art  Museum, 
stating  that  we  have  had  eight  successful  years,  that  5,562 
applicants  have  received  our  aid,  and  that  $41,019.12  have 
been  collected  for  our  clients. 

Notwithstanding  these  large  totals,  we  know  that  our 
work  could  be  largely  increased  and' made  more  effective 
if  we  had  more  money.  Instead  of  the  $2,500  income  that 
we  now  have,  we  need  $5,000  a  year.  Our  membership 
should  be  doubled.  That  we  have  been  able  to  do  what  w^e 
have  done  shows  that  our  attorneys  have  been  devoted  and 
efficient ;  but  we  have  had  to  change  our  Counsel  twice  in  the 
last  three  years,  and  we  cannot  hope  to  retain  our  present 
attorneys  for  a  series  of  years  unless  we  can  pay  them  more 
liberal  salaries.  Each  change  of  Counsel  has  necessitated  a 
change  in  our  offices,  in  our  telephone,  and  in  the  personnel  of 
our  clerks.  If  our  income  were  doubled,  we  could  have  our 
own  office  and  a  much  more  permanent  staff  of  assistants. 
This  would  tend  to  make  our  Society  much  more  efficient; 
for  we  must  remember  that  our  clients  are,  of  necessity,  more 
or  less  incompetent,  and  any  small  difficulty,  such  as  finding 
the  office  changed  or  the  necessity  of  meeting  new  Counsel, 
is  often  enough  to  discourage  them  in  their  desire  for  aid. 

Reports  of  Counsel,  both  at  the  main  office  and  at  our 
branch  at  the  Salvation  Army,  tell  in  detail  the  work  that 
we  have  done  during  the  past  year.  In  our  General  Counsel’s 
Report  a  phase  of  our  work  is  touched  upon  which  ought 
to  be  more  and  more  emphasized.  It  is  clear  that  the  diffi- 
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culties  which  our  clients  encounter  are  difficulties  that  should 
be  adjusted  quickly  and  outside  of  court  rather  than  by  the 
slow  process  of  court  procedure.  This  means  that  careful 
investigation  of  family  and  social  conditions  is  more  impor¬ 
tant  in  our  work  than  technical  legal  skill.  A  keen  and 
sympathetic  investigator  can  often  get  at  the  facts  and  pre¬ 
sent  them  to  our  Counsel  more  quickly  and  accurately  than 
can  the  clients  themselves.  This  is  conclusively  proved  by 
the  aid  which  the  agents  of  organized  charities  now  give  us 
in  the  cases  they  are  interested  in.  Unfortunately,  many, 
perhaps  a  majority,  of  our  clients  do  not  have  the  benefit  of 
such  friendly  aid,  and  their  cases  often  are  presented  to  Coun¬ 
sel  in  a  crude,  false,  and  inaccurate  way.  If  we  could  obtain 
the  services  of  a  thoroughly  trained  charity  worker,  ^  few 
months’  experience  in  our  special  work  would  make  such  an 
assistant  of  inestimable  value  to  our  Society. 

We  appeal,  therefore,  to  our  members  for  such  an  increase 
in  our  income  that  would  justify  us  in  incurring  the  in¬ 
creased  expense  which  a  permanent  office  and  more  perma¬ 
nent  officials  would  involve. 

For  the  Directors, 

C.  L.  De  Normandie, 

Secretary. 
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ge  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer . 
Boston,  Nov.  21,  1909. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT. 

From  Nov.  1,  1908,  to  Oct.  31,  1909. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Legal  Aid 
Society: 

We  have  the  following  report  to  make  on  the  work  of  the 
main  office  since  the  date  of  the  last  report  a  year  ago. 

We  have  received  995  applications  for  legal  aid  during  the 
year.  The  previous  year  there  were  received  864  applica¬ 
tions.  During  the  year  1906-07  there  were  received  969 
applications.  The  number  we  have  received  this  year  does 
not  take  any  account  of  numerous  inquiries  by  telephone, 
largely  from  workers  for  the  other  organized  charities  of 
Boston. 

The  sources  from  which  this  year’s  cases  have  come  are 
compared  with  the  sources  from  which  last  year’s  cases  came 


in  the  following  table: — 

1908  1909 

1.  Former  Clients  and  referred  by  such  .  .  .  120  180 

2.  Other  Legal  Aid  Societies .  11  7 

3.  Lawyers .  78  153 

4.  Bar  Association,  Judges,  Court  House  Offi¬ 

cials  .  102  106 

5.  Administrative  Officers,  Police,  etc .  44  47 

6.  Doctors,  Hospitals .  8  17 

7.  Charities,  Religious  Societies,  etc .  203  215 

8.  Private  Persons  and  Persons  Unknown  .  .  297  270 

9.  Norwegian  Consul  .  1  — 

864  995 
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That  a  large  number  of  cases  have  come  to  us  from  other 
organized  charities  and  from  the  Bar  Association  and  various 
officials  connected  with  the  Court  House  is  worthy  of  note. 
That  a  comparatively  small  number  of  cases  come  to  us  from 
sources  unknown  indicates  that  the  work  of  the  Society, 
though  already  well  understood  by  the  organized  charities 
and  officers  of  the  law,  is  not  yet  well  known  to  the  general 
public. 

The  following  table  classifies  the  cases  and  compares  them 
with  a  similar  classification  of  last  year’s  cases  which  ap¬ 


peared  in  the  eighth  report: — 

1908  1909 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  74  101 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  24  23 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  47  76 

4.  Domestic  Relations .  252  235 

5.  Insane,  Spendthrifts,  etc .  7  4 

6.  Bastardy .  24  32 

7.  Landlord  and  Tenant  .  54  34 

8.  Questions  as  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  39  49 

9.  Wage  Assignments,  Debtors  to  Loan  Com¬ 

panies,  etc .  33  29 

10.  Torts .  63  53 

11.  Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages, 

Plaintiffs .  85  116 

12.  Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages, 

Defendants .  46  83 

13.  Cases  as  to  Property  except  as  above  ...  65  79 

14.  Criminal  Cases  .  10  21 

15.  Drawing  Instruments,  Advice .  41  60 


864  995 
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The  cases  which  come  to  us  from  organized  charities  are 
most  satisfactory  cases  to  deal  with,  because  they  have 
usually  been  investigated  with  some  skill.  Detailed  analy¬ 
sis  shows,  however,  that  of  the  claims  for  wages ,  domestic 
relations  cases,  landlord  and  tenant  cases,  bastardy  and  crim¬ 
inal  cases,  which  amount  to  43  per  cent,  of  all  cases  referred 
to  the  Society,  only  a  comparatively  small  proportion  come 
from  sources  that  imply  any  adequate  preliminary  investi¬ 
gation.  In  these  cases  the  applicants  are  usually  persons  on 
whom  others  are  dependent.  The  questions  of  law  involved 
are  of  the  simplest.  The  facts  are  complicated  and  not  easily 
ascertainable.  A  good  investigation  of  the  home  conditions 
or  conditions  of  employment  would  often  greatly  facilitate  a 
settlement  or  make  the  difference  between  obtaining  some 
satisfactory  result  for  the  client  and  obtaining  none  what¬ 
soever.  The  Society  greatly  needs  the  services  of  a  skilled 
investigator,  if  the  increasing  number  of  such  cases  is  to  be 
properly  attended  to. 

The  following  table,  prepared,  we  believe,  for  the  first 
time,  shows  how  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  have 


been  disposed  of : — 

1909 

Dismissed  or  refused : — 

Criminal  Case .  18 

Divorce .  19 

Had  another  Lawyer .  24 

Able  to  pay  . 12 

No  Case  on  Applicant’s  own  Statement ....  19 

Investigated,  no  Merit .  96  188 

Abandoned  unfinished : — 

Dropped  as  not  warranting  Further  Effort  .  .  244 


Lapsed  for  Lack  of  Prosecution  by  Applicant  .  280  524 

Carried  forward .  524 
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Brought  forward . 712 

Carried  to  successful  completion: — 

Obtained  Desired  Relief . 149 

Settlement . 106 

Gave  Advice,  no  Action  Necessary .  207  466 

Prosecuted  in  Court  and  defeated .  8 

Referred  to  New  York  Legal  Aid  Society  or  other 
Attorney .  8 

1,194 


It  will  be  noticed  that  about  15  per  cent,  of  the  cases  are 
declined  after  more  or  less  investigation.  It  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  however,  that  the  Society  exists  not  only  for  the 
benefit  of  the  applicants,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the 
community.  An  investigation  of  these  cases  is  often  a  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  clients  in  ending,  though  in  a  disappointing  way, 
questions  over  which  they  were  perplexed,  and  it  is  also  a 
service  to  the  bar  and  the  community.  In  nearly  40  per 
cent,  (see  the  third  group  of  cases  in  the  table  above)  of 
the  cases  we  know  that  our  efforts  have  resulted  in  a  more 
or  less  complete  satisfaction  of  the  client’s  expectations.  Of 
course,  in  a  few  cases  the  Society’s  best  efforts  will  always 
be  unavailing. 

Nearly  55  per  cent,  of  the  cases  have  to  be  recorded  as 
“lapsing  for  lack  of  prosecution”  or  as  “dropped  as  not 
warranting  further  effort.”  The  line  between  these  two 
classes  is  often  hard  to  draw.  Our  general  impression  of 
these  cases,  however,  is  that  in  a  small  proportion  of  them 
the  advice  we  have  given  and  the  efforts  which  we  have  made 
to  assist  the  applicants  have  enabled  them  to  make  settle¬ 
ments  or  other  adjustments  which  have  never  been  reported 
to  us.  In  the  next  place,  in  some  other  cases  the  applicant 
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has  failed  to  carry  on  the  cases  through  inability  to  furnish 
evidence  for  which  we  have  asked,  or  to  put  up  a  small  sum 
for  preliminary  expenses  which  we  have  required  for  the 
Society’s  security  or  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith.  Among 
the  applicants  in  these  cases  there  is,  further,  an  appreciable 
percentage  who  come  in  simply  to  afford  themselves  the 
luxury  of  talking  about  their  affairs  to  a  lawyer.  These 
people  sometimes  bring  in  grievances  which  are  twenty 
years  old.  After  going  over  the  whole  story,  we  discover 
that  they  have  been  to  other  lawyers  before,  and  that  their 
cases  are  entirely  hopeless.  These  people  are  apt  to  come 
in  after  a  day  of  idleness  or  after  some  trifling  dislocation 
of  their  ordinary  affairs  which  has  started  their  minds  run¬ 
ning  on  their  grievances.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  surprised 
or  disappointed  when  they  are  told  that  nothing  can  be  done 
for  them.  Lastly,  a  certain  number  of  legal  aid  applicants 
drop  their  cases  because  the  conditions  of  their  employment 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  go  on.  The  applicants  in 
wage  cases  are  usually  out  of  work  when  they  come  into  the 
office.  If  they  get  new  jobs  promptly,  they  may  leave  the 
city  or  become  indifferent  to  a  loss  which  seems  to  them 
difficult  to  recover.  Many  such  applicants,  however,  have 
families  dependent  on  them,  and  their  claims  ought  not  to 
be  abandoned.  The  only  way  to  increase  the  proportion  of 
successes  among  these  cases  is  for  the  Society  to  be  equipped 
for  a  more  thorough  and  prompt  investigation  and  a  more 
vigorous  prosecution  than  has  been  usual. 

We  subjoin  the  usual  comparative  statement  of  the  number 
of  suits  in  which  Counsel  for  the  Society  have  appeared: — 
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Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston  . 

1906 

31 

1907 

36 

1908 

30 

1909 

43 

Municipal  Court,  other  Boston  Districts, 

4 

5 

6 

2 

Police  or  District  Courts  outside  of  Bos¬ 
ton  . 

11 

5 

6 

12 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County  .  .  . 

71 

70 

68 

49 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties  .... 

27 

20 

20 

22 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County  .... 

19 

28 

21 

38 

Superior  Court,  other  Counties  .  .  . 

5 

11 

6 

10 

Supreme  Judicial  Court . 

4 

0 

1 

2 

United  States  District  Court . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

United  States  Circuit  Court . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

174 

176 

159 

179 

In  this  connection  the  remarks  of  Samuel  Scovill,  Jr., 
Esq.,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  and 
its  first  attorney,  recently  printed  in  the  Legal  Aid  Review 
are  in  point : — 

“Its  [a  legal  aid  society’s]  most  important  office  as  a 
civic  institution  is  not  in  furnishing  the  poor  with  opportu¬ 
nities  to  enforce  their  rights  by  litigation,  important  as  that 
office  is,  but  in  the  prevention  of  litigation.  Hardly  won 
victories  in  the  court-room,  when  a  poor  man  battles  success¬ 
fully  for  his  rights,  are  spectacular.  But,  for  one  case  so 
tried,  a  legal  aid  society  can,  by  its  good  advice  and  tactful 
arbitration,  prevent  or  settle  ten.  From  an  experience  of  a 
number  of  years  in  legal  aid  work,  the  writer  believes  that 
the  percentage  of  claims  and  disputes  which  are  settled 
without  litigation  outnumbers  the  cases  which  come  into 
court  by  at  least  the  above  proportion.” 

Counsel  for  the  Society  have  collected  $7,748.50  for  clients 
during  the  year,  and  had  on  hand  on  October  31  for  clients’ 
accounts,  subject  to  charges  and  commissions,  $690.15. 

We  append  hereto  brief  statements  of  a  few  cases  which 
illustrate  the  work  of  the  Society. 

Warren,  Hoague,  James  &  Bigelow. 
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4578.  The  applicant  was  a  brakeman  with  a  wife  and  two 
small  children  dependent  upon  him.  He  tried  to  engage  in 
a  more  profitable  occupation  just  before  the  panic,  but  lost 
his  job,  and  then  found  that  business  was  so  slack  with  the 
railroads  that  he  could  not  return  to  his  old  place.  For  many 
months  he  had  no  steady  work  and  ran  into  debt.  Finally, 
he  had  a  chance  to  return  to  braking,  but,  as  he  explained, 
“was  demanded  to  have”  a  good  watch.  He  bought  a 
watch  worth  about  $20  on  credit  for  $45,  and  assigned  his 
wages.  Work  on  the  railroad  was  so  slack  that  for  many 
weeks  he  averaged  less  than  $10  per  week  income,  and  could 
not  keep  up  his  payments.  He  borrowed  money  on  the 
watch  from  a  friend.  The  credit  house  filed  its  claim  to 
his  wages  under  the  assignment,  and  threatened  a  prosecu¬ 
tion.  This  man  had  undoubtedly  been  foolish,  but  a  failure 
to  help  him  would  eventually  have  punished  his  wife,  who 
was  about  to  be  confined,  and  his  children  for  his  offences. 
We  obtained  the  help  of  a  small  “loan”  from  a  charitable 
friend,  and  for  four  months  we  enforced  compromises  with 
two  creditors  who  had  assignments  of  the  man’s  wages,  and 
defeated  the  unjust  claims  of  a  third,  while  obtaining  small 
payments  from  the  client  and  paying  off  his  debts  with 
them.  Part  of  the  “loan”  has  been  repaid.  Our  services 
were  undoubtedly  of  great  practical  value  to  the  applicant 
and  his  family,  and  he  would  have  found  it  difficult  to 
obtain  the  same  assistance  in  any  other  quarter. 

4352.  This  case  illustrates  the  peculiar  kind  of  service 
which  a  charitable  institution  can  render  more  easily  than 
an  attorney  in  private  practice. 

The  applicant  was  a  woman  who  alleged  that  her  husband 
was  living  in  New  York  where  he  had  committed  bigamy, 
that  her  husband’s  parents  had  obtained  the  custody  of  her 
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two  children  and  had  sent  them  to  New  York,  that  her 
husband  had  started  a  divorce  suit  in  New  York  in  order  to 
cut  her  off  from  all  claims  upon  him  or  the  children.  The 
woman  herself  made  the  worst  kind  of  impression,  but  her 
husband  might  be  as  bad,  and  it  was  clear  that  his  New 
York  divorce  suit,  if  successful,  might  give  him  an  unde¬ 
sirable  power  over  the  children.  We  therefore  agreed  to 
take  proceedings  in  the  applicant’s  name  so  far  as  we  might 
deem  them  advantageous  to  the  children,  and  got  the  New 
York  Legal  Aid  Society  to  oppose  the  divorce  while  it  made 
an  investigation  in  New  York  and  we  investigated  here. 

Investigation  developed  the  facts  that  the  applicant  had 
gone  entirely  to  the  bad  since  her  marriage,  and  was  well 
knowm  to  the  police  as  a  disorderly  and  immoral  character. 
Her  husband,  a  respectable  but  rather  weak  young  man,  had 
brought  divorce  proceedings  and  obtained  a  decree  nisi. 
Thereupon  he  remarried  in  New  York  before  the  decree  had 
been  made  absolute,  apparently  in  ignorance  of  his  legal 
status.  The  first  wife,  the  applicant,  had  immediately 
commenced  browbeating  and  blackmailing  the  man  and  his 
parents,  who  were  respectable  people  with  a  small  property. 
The  woman  whom  the  husband  had  tried  to  marry  in  New 
York  had  left  him  as  soon  as  she  knew  that  he  was  not 
legally  divorced.  The  children  had  been  sent  out  of  the 
State  to  escape  their  mother’s  influence.  The  whole  family 
connection  were  distracted  and  were  being  brought  to  ruin 
financially. 

It  seemed  to  us  that  the  husband’s  parents  were  the  best 
guardians  for  the  children,  and  we  agreed  to  withdraw  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  New  York  divorce,  after  giving  the  applicant 
warning  of  our  intention,  on  condition  that  her  husband, 
their  father,  should  withdraw  his  petition  for  their  custody, 
and  agree  to  leave  them  with  his  parents.  His  parents 
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gladly  entered  into  this  arrangement,  which  was  carried  out. 
The  applicant’s  husband  obtained  a  divorce  in  New  York  in 
an  entirely  legal  manner,  and  has  recently  remarried  the 
woman  whom  he  wronged  by  an  illegal  marriage  a  few  years 
ago. 

3431.  A  poor  Jew,  a  tinsmith  by  trade,  received  an  injury 
in  the  course  of  his  employment  which  entirely  deprived  him 
of  the  use  of  one  arm.  B,  a  lawyer  of  his  own  race,  com¬ 
menced  a  suit  for  damages  for  him,  but  broke  down  in  health 
and  gave  up  practice.  X,  an  Irish  lawyer  with  a  large  prac¬ 
tice  in  personal  injury  cases,  prosecuted  the  suit  to  trial,  and 
recovered  $5,000,  of  which  he  claimed  and  kept  $2,135. 
Former  counsel  for  the  Society  brought  suit  against  the 
attorney  X,  and  obtained  an  immediate  payment  of  $135. 
We  prosecuted  the  suit  to  trial  before  an  auditor,  and  after 
a  hearing  settled  it  for  $400  more,  in  accordance  with  the 
auditor’s  suggestion  of  the  amount  of  his  finding.  Of  this 
amount  $150  was  paid  to  us  for  the  client.  The  balance 
was  trusteed  in  the  hands  of  X  by  counsel  for  B,  the  client’s 
original  attorney,  probably  by  procurement  of  X.  We  are 
now  engaged  in  contesting  the  claim  for  services  by  B,  on 
which  this  trustee  process  was  served.  The  Society’s  ser¬ 
vices  will  have  been  worth  from  $300  to  $535  to  the  appli¬ 
cant  according  to  the  outcome  of  this  case.  The  attorney 
X’s  claim  was  proved  in  part  as  a  claim  for  a  loan. 

Although  this  applicant  had  had  two  lawyers  of  different 
races,  both  distinctly  above  the  average  of  those  who  usually 
identify  themselves  with  such  cases  in  honesty  as  well  as 
in  ability,  the  details  of  his  suit  for  damages  shows  typically 
how  personal  injury  claims  are  usually  prosecuted  for  the 
very  poor.  Both  lawyers  had  taken  up  the  case  entirely  on 
speculation;  both  had  shown  some  degree  of  generosity  to 
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the  client — one  had  lent  him  money — while  the  outcome  of 
the  case  was  entirely  doubtful.  On  the  other  hand,  neither  of 
them  could  give  any  account  of  his  expenditures  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  case,  and  one  testified  that  he  kept  no  account 
either  of  his  time  or  of  his  expenditures  in  connection  with 
any  personal  injury  suits,  giving  as  his  explanation  that,  if 
he  tost  such  a  suit,  his  time  and  expenditures  were  his  own 
loss  anyway,  and,  if  he  won  it,  he  always  managed  to  effect 
some  kind  of  a  division  of  proceeds  with  his  client,  regardless 
of  details.  He  testified  that,  if  he  undertook  to  keep  such 
accounts  and  records,  he  could  not  pay  his  office  expenses 
out  of  his  fees.  Accordingly,  it  appeared  clear  that  each 
lawyer,  while  identified  with  the  case,  had  regarded  it  rather 
as  his  private  speculation  than  as  his  client’s  claim  for  com¬ 
pensation  for  an  injury.  Both  believed  that  they  were  en¬ 
titled  to  charge  for  their  services  a  great  deal  more  than  was 
justifiable,  even  after  allowing  them  an  unusually  high  rate 
of  compensation.  Both  lawyers  were  evidently  in  the  habit 
of  welcoming  almost  any  personal  injury  case  to  their  offices, 
and  bringing  a  suit  at  their  own  expense,  with  the  result 
that,  in  order  to  practise  profitably,  they  had  to  charge 
extortionate  fees  in  the  few  cases  in  which  they  obtained 
good  settlements  or  verdicts.  They  regarded  this  state  of 
things  as  the  necessary  condition  of  their  practice  and  as 
entirely  justifying  their  charges.  It  did  not  seem  to  occur 
to  them  to  measure  their  charges  by  the  foot-rule  of  their 
client’s  interest. 

4731.  The  client  was  a  married  woman  with  one  child 
who  had  inherited  from  her  mother,  a  few  years  ago,  an 
interest  worth  about  $3,000  in  some  real  estate.  For  several 
years  this  real  estate  had  led  to  constant  disputes  and  liti¬ 
gation  between  the  applicant,  her  husband,  and  her  brother. 
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There  had  been  a  partition  by  commissioners;  a  conveyance 
by  the  applicant  to  her  husband,  and  a  sale.  The  validity 
of  the  first  two  proceedings  was  being  brought  in  question, 
and  a  fund  was  on  deposit  in  a  Boston  Trust  Company 
which  the  applicant  could  not  avail  herself  of  without  her 
husband’s  consent  or  legal  proceedings.  It  was  important 
that  she  should  have  the  money;  but  her  husband,  a  shiftless 
and  improvident  man,  who  was  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
because,  among  other  reasons,  he  was  convinced  that  he 
knew  all  about  the  law,  wanted  to  force  the  applicant  to  put 
a  share  of  the  money  into  his  business.  After  numerous 
interviews  we  obtained  the  husband’s  assent  to  the  payment 
of  the  whole  deposit,  amounting  to  $3,196.67,  to  the  wife. 
This  case  might  have  been  attended  to  by  an  attorney  in 
private  practice.  In  such  hands,  however,  it  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  been  ruinously  expensive  to  the  applicant,  for  it 
was  a  most  troublesome  case,  which  might  have  easily  ended 
in  costly  litigation.  The  Society  charged  only  $50  for  its 
services.  The  circumstances  of  the  applicant  and  her  child 
seemed  to  justify  our  dealing  with  the  case  as  a  legal  aid  case 
on  these  terms. 

4723.  A  Civil  War  veteran,  without  regular  income  except 
a  quarterly  pension  of  $45,  of  infirm  health,  with  an  invalid 
wife  and  an  invalid  son,  had  for  many  years  been  obtaining 
small  advances  in  anticipation  of  the  quarterly  payments  of 
his  pension.  To  do  this,  he  had  acquiesced  in  an  ambiguous 
arrangement  of  doubtful  legality  with  a  former  business 
acquaintance,  who  pretended  to  be  acting  benevolently. 
Investigation  developed  the  fact,  however,  that  this  “ friend” 
had  all  along  been  receiving  from  $25  to  $35  a  year  interest 
and  “fees”  on  loans  which  never  exceeded  $50,  and  which 
were  paid  or  renewed  quarterty.  The  pensioner  had  con- 
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cealed  the  exact  nature  of  these  transactions  from  his  family, 
and  had  not  fully  understood  them  himself.  When  the  case 
was  referred  to  the  Society,  the  “friend”  claimed  between 
$50  and  $60  from  the  pensioner.  The  pensioner  could  hardly 
be  persuaded  to  look  at  the  arrangement  critically,  and  was 
at  first  reluctant  to  have  us  interfere.  The  facts  were  such 
that  we  could  not  recover  the  exorbitant  interest  paid  in 
the  past,  but  we  did  obtain  a  release  of  all  pending  claims 
for  $25,  the  amount  actually  owing  without  interest;  and 
a  clergyman  who  had  referred  the  family  to  the  Society  fur¬ 
nished  the  money  to  pay  this  amount  and  undertook  to  see 
that  in  future  such  small  anticipations  of  his  pension  as 
might  be  needed  by  the  pensioner  or  his  family  should  be 
made  to  him  in  accordance  with  our  suggestions  in  a  legal 
way  and  free  of  charge. 

5562.  Four  seamen  of  the  schooner  M.  B.  had  a  dis¬ 
agreement  with  the  master  in  the  port  of  Salem,  and  he 
refused  to  pay  their  wages.  They  came  to  Boston  to  the 
office  of  the  Society,  and  we  made  an  attempt  to  bring  about 
a  settlement  through  the  United  States  Shipping  Commis¬ 
sioner  and  also  with  the  master  himself,  who  proved  to  be 
most  obstinate  and  unreasonable.  Both  these  attempts  were 
unsuccessful.  The  men  were  without  means;  but  a  lodging- 
house  keeper,  who  learned  that  their  claim  was  being  looked 
after  by  the  Legal  Aid  Society,  agreed  to  keep  them  for  a 
few  days.  Investigation  satisfied  us  that  the  claim  was  a 
just  one,  and  we  libelled  the  vessel.  The  result  was  that  the 
master  took  legal  advice,  and  the  case  was  then  promptly 
settled  by  the  payment  of  the  wages  in  full,  amounting  to 
$70,  and  the  payment  to  the  Society  of  a  proctor’s  fee  of  $7, 
and  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  it  for  all  expenses  incurred 
in  the  case. 
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4792.  Client  checked  her  dress-suit  case  for  Boston  at 
a  station  of  one  of  the  steam  railroads.  She  never  saw 
the  dress-suit  case  again.  She  sent  a  list  of  the  contents  to 
the  railroad,  which  replied  that  many  of  the  items  should 
be  classed  as  merchandise  rather  than  personal  baggage, 
and  that,  as  a  common  carrier,  the  railroad  was  only  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  latter.  The  railroad  offered  her  $20.  She 
then  came  to  see  us.  She  travelled  around  the  country, 
selling  merchandise  on  commission,  and  the  dress-suit  case 
contained  her  own  personal  belongings  and  some  of  her 
stock  in  trade.  It  was  extremely  doubtful  whether  we 
could  recover  for  the  loss  of  her  stock  in  trade.  Her  per¬ 
sonal  effects,  at  a  cost  price,  amounted  to  about  $60.  We 
communicated  with  the  railroad,  and  finally  effected  a  set¬ 
tlement  for  $65.  We  retained  $6.50  for  the  Society’s  ser¬ 
vices,  and  turned  over  the  balance  to  our  client. 

5502.  The  applicant  had  a  small  daughter,  and  during  a 
recent  illness  boarded  the  daughter  out  with  N  for  $2.50 
a  week.  Upon  her  recovery  the  applicant  was  unable  to 
pay  the  board,  but  wished  to  take  her  child  home.  N, 
acting  under  the  advice  of  his  attorney,  claimed  a  lien  on 
the  child  for  board  and  lodging,  and  refused  to  surrender  it 
to  its  mother.  As  the  quickest  way  out  of  this  ridiculous 
dispute,  we  brought  a  petition  in  the  Probate  Court  and 
obtained  immediate  possession  of  the  child.  The  applicant 
paid  several  dollars  to  the  Society  for  transmission  to  N  in 
payment  of  a  reasonable  claim  for  board,  but  in  the  mean 
time  a  dispute  had  arisen  between  N  and  his  legal  adviser, 
upon  which  the  legal  adviser  brought  suit  against  N,  and 
trusteed  a  member  of  our  office  force.  The  trustee  was  able 
to  answer  “no  funds,”  and  N  and  the  legal  adviser  thereupon 
settled  their  disputes,  and  we  paid  N  the  money  we  had 
received. 


REPORT  OF  ATTORNEY  IN  CHARGE  OF  SOUTH 

END  BRANCH. 


Nov.  1,  1908,  to  Nov.  1,  1909. 


The  evening  branch  office  at  6  East  Brookline  Street  has 
been  open  every  Wednesday  night,  holidays  excepted.  A 
large  part  of  the  work  there  during  the  year  was  the  giving 
of  legal  advice,  but  a  considerable  number  of  the  applications 
involved  outside  investigation,  the  securing  of  evidence,  and 
legal  proceedings  in  the  courts. 


Total  Number  of  Applications . 281 

Male . 66 

Female . 215 

281 

New  Applications . 112 

Applications  were  referred  to  the  office  by: — 

Salvation  Army . 16 

Other  Charitable  Organizations .  6 

Ministers  and  Churches .  3 

Former  Clients . 53 

All  Others .  6 

Unknown  Sources  . . 28 


112 
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Classification  of  Subjects. 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  11 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases .  19 

3.  Complaints  against  Attorneys .  4 

4.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  7 

5.  Personal  Property  Cases .  2 

6.  Loans .  2 

7.  Real  Estate .  2 

8.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  5 

9.  Custody  of  Children  and  Guardianship .  3 

10.  Criminal  Cases .  5 

11.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  4 

12.  Conditional  Sales  of  Personal  Property .  2 

13.  Adoption .  1 

14.  Chattel  Mortgages .  3 

15.  Insurance . • .  4 

16.  Landlord  and  Tenant . . .  , .  .  .  .  .  17 

17.  Miscellaneous .  21 

7l2 

Cases  declined  .  .  .  4 

Lack  of  Merit .  2 

Criminal  . .  1 

Divorce  .  1 

Cases  in  Court .  57 

Cases  in  Court  disposed  of . 52 

Cases  in  Court  undisposed  of .  5 


57 
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Financial  Statement. 


Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1908  .  $120.72 

Total  receipts  of  office .  906.38* 

$1,027.10 

Total  expenditures  of  office .  863.80 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1909  .  $163.30 

Analysis  of  Accounts. 

Total  sums  collected  for  clients .  $461.69 

Total  sums  paid  to  clients .  397.76 

Separate  support  of  married  women  and 

minor  children . $180.00 

Wages .  19.20 

Claims  for  money,  settlement  of  es¬ 
tates  and  personal  injury  claims  .  188.56 

Miscellaneous .  10.00 

$397.76 


A  few  of  the  cases  in  which  Counsel  has  been  engaged  are 
here  appended:— 

352.  A  coachman  living  in  Boston  by  his  will  made  va¬ 
rious  bequests  to  his  wife  and  to  brothers  and  sisters 
and  other  relatives  in  Ireland  and  in  Boston,  and  gave 
to  his  wife  $500  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  four  children 
of  one  of  his  nieces.  All  of  the  children  were  minors,  and 
two  of  them  were  being  cared  for  and  brought  up  by  appli¬ 
cant,  who  was  the  wife  of  a  workingman  and  had  children 
of  her  own.  She  was  a  niece  of  the  man  leaving  the  prop¬ 
erty,  but  received  no  bequest  under  the  will.  She  applied  to 

*  In  addition  to  this  sum,  through  Counsel,  sums  in  addition  in  all  amounting  to 
$763.68  were  collected  for  clients;  but,  as  the  money  was  paid  direct  to  the  clients,  it  was 
not  entered  on  the  books  kept  by  Counsel. 
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the  widow  a  number  of  times  for  the  shares  of  the  $500  to 
which  the  two  children  in  her  charge  were  entitled,  but  each 
time  the  widow  declined  to  do  anything  about  it.  She  told 
the  applicant  she  needed  the  money  herself,  and  would  pay 
when  she  got  ready  or  not  at  all.  When  the  advice  of  Counsel 
was  sought,  it  was  more  than  two  years  after  the  probating 
of  the  will.  Counsel  took  the  matter  up  with  the  attorney 
who  represented  the  widow,  and  learned  that  the  widow,  as 
she  had  the  right  to  do,  had  waived  the  provisions  of  the 
will  in  her  favor,  and  had  taken  the  share  she  would  have 
had  if  the  testator  had  made  no  will.  This  cut  down  the 
legacies  and  also  the  $500  for  the  four  children.  There  was 
still,  however,  a  substantial  sum  left.  The  widow  could  not 
be  persuaded  to  use  any  of  it  for  the  children.  Counsel 
applied  to  the  Probate  Court,  and  had  the  applicant  appointed 
guardian  of  the  two  children  in  her  care.  She  then  notified 
the  widow  that,  unless  she  carried  out  the  terms  of  the  trust, 
she  would  ask  the  court  to  remove  her.  About  this  time 
one  of  the  children,  who  had  been  visiting  a  relative,  was 
detained  by  the  relative  and  often  ill-treated  there,  and  the 
guardian  could  not  make  the  relative  give  the  child  up. 
When  applicant  went  to  get  the  child,  the  people  in  the 
house  secreted  her.  Counsel  wrote  this  relative  such  a  vigor¬ 
ous  letter  that  she  consulted  an  attorney,  who  examined  the 
probate  records  and  advised  the  relative  to  give  up  the 
child.  Applicant  finally  got  her  safely  home.  Then  the 
widow  in  charge  of  the  estate  paid  over  the  amount  found 
due  by  the  court  to  the  guardian  of  the  children.  The  amount 
collected  by  Counsel  in  the  name  of  the  Society  was  $129.62, 
out  of  which  he  took  the  sum  of  $15  for  the  Society’s  services, 
and  paid  the  balance  over  to  the  guardian  for  the  benefit  of 
the  children.  The  average  attorney  for  such  services  would 
have  felt  justified  in  charging  from  $50  to  $75.  The  young 
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children  are  being  benefited  by  the  Society’s  charitable 
handling  of  the  case. 

401.  This  applicant  kept  a  lodging-house  in  Boston.  She 
was  out  of  the  city  part  of  the  time  on  account  of  her  sister’s 
illness.  Complaints  having  come  to  her  against  one  of  the 
lodgers  and  his  wife,  she  ordered  them  out.  When  she  came 
to  their  room  as  they  were  leaving  the  house,  she  found  every¬ 
thing  in  disorder:  the  furniture  was  smashed,  the  curtains 
torn,  the  bed  sheets  torn  to  ribbon  pieces,  and  the  plaster 
from  the  ceiling  down  on  top  of  the  bed.  One  of  the  lodgers 
told  how  she  had  heard  the  tenants  saying  they  would  smash 
everything  in  the  room,  and,  while  the  door  was  half  open, 
had  observed  one  of  the  tenants  standing  up  on  the  bed  and 
pulling  down  the  ceiling  with  a  hooked  poker.  Suit  was 
brought.  The  tenants  denied  there  was  any  damage  done 
to  the  furniture,  and  swore  they  were  not  present  in  the  room 
at  the  time;  but  the  proof  was  too  strong,  and  the  court 
found  in  favor  of  the  landlady  for  $34.  The  judgment 
finally  amounted  to  $45.64.  Counsel  had  an  attachment  on 
funds  in  a  savings-bank,  and  collected  the  full  amount  of 
the  judgment.  The  Society’s  bill  was  $2.08  disbursements 
and  $10  for  legal  services.  The  balance  of  $38.56  was  paid 
to  the  landlady.  She  was  so  pleased  that  she  canje  in  to 
see  Counsel,  and  insisted  on  making  him  a  present  of  $10. 
This  sum,  of  course,  is  set  down  on  the  books  kept  by  Counsel 
to  the  credit  of  the  Society. 

342.  Applicant  was  the  wife  of  a  colored  Baptist  min¬ 
ister,  living  near  Boston.  Her  husband  died  suddenly, 
leaving  her  with  little  means  of  support  and  four  minor 
children.  The  church  where  the  husband  preached  paid 
to  the  widow  a  sum  of  money;  but  she  found  that  part  of 
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the  salary  of  her  husband,  amounting  to  $41.67,  had  never 
been  paid.  Unable  to  persuade  the  deacons  and  the  treasurer 
to  pay  this  balance,  she  consulted  Counsel  of  the  Society’s 
Branch  Office.  Counsel  wrote  several  letters  to  the  church 
officers.  After  some  months  the  matter  was  investigated 
and  applicant  was  paid.  She  then  asked  for  advice  and  help 
in  settling  up  her  husband’s  little  estate.  There  was  $121.85 
in  a  New  York  savings-bank,  and  $500.16  in  a  Boston  sav¬ 
ings-bank,  and  real  estate  to  the  value  of  $3,450.  Counsel 
drew  the  necessary  probate  papers.  Applicant  gave  a  bond, 
and  was  appointed  administratrix  of  her  husband’s  estate. 
Counsel  then  had  the  property  appraised,  satisfied  the  State 
Comptroller  of  New  York  by  an  affidavit  that  the  money  on 
deposit  there  was  not  subject  to  the  New  York  transfer  tax, 
and  secured  the  payment  of  the  funds  in  New  York  and  in 
Boston,  and  turned  them  over  to  her.  The  amounts  she 
received  for  herself  and  children  through  the  Society,  with¬ 
out  considering  the  value  of  the  land,  were  $663.68;  but,  as 
she  and  the  children  needed  the  money  much,  Counsel  asked 
her  to  pay  the  Society  for  legal  services  $10  and  the  sum  of 
$6  which  was  disbursements  for  appraising  the  estate. 

378.  This  case  is  given  here  to  show  that  Counsel  some¬ 
times  has  to  refuse  to  do  what  applicants  desire.  Applicant 
was  referred  to  Counsel  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Society. 
Her  story  was  that  her  daughter,  a  beautiful  and  refined 
girl,  had  married  a  hotel  man  who  was  a  drunkard  and  a 
man  of  bad  character;  that  little  by  little  he  had  degraded 
her  daughter  by  teaching  her  to  drink  and  encouraging  her 
in  living  the  same  sort  of  dissolute  life  he  was  leading;  that 
finally,  when  her  health  was  ruined,  he  left  her  in  New  York, 
and  later  began  divorce  proceedings  against  her  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  mother  was  prepared  to  prove  that,  while 
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these  proceedings  were  pending,  the  attorney  for  the  husband 
wrote  letters  to  New  York  to  the  daughter,  and  sent  her 
money  on  condition  that  she  would  stay  away  when  the  case 
came  on  to  be  heard  at  Boston,  and  also  that  on  one  occasion, 
when  the  daughter  was  in  Boston,  her  husband  and  his 
attorney  used  force,  or  drugged  the  girl  and  made  her  agree 
to  stay  out  of  Massachusetts.  She  was  represented  by 
counsel,  but  was  not  present,  and  no  evidence  was  offered 
in  her  defence.  The  husband  had  secured  a  preliminary 
decree  which,  in  a  few  weeks,  would  become  an  absolute 
divorce.  The  mother  desired  the  filing  of  objections  to  the 
decree  on  the  ground  of  fraud.  If  what  she  said  was  true, 
a  grave  injustice  had  been  done  the  daughter,  and  the  courts 
would  set  aside  the  decree.  Counsel  wrote  to  the  daughter 
at  New  York,  and  she  came  on  to  Boston.  Her  mother  said 
the  incriminating  letters  were  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  New 
York  attorney.  Counsel  wrote  to  him,  and  finally  tele¬ 
graphed  him  to  send  on  the  letters  at  once.  He  replied  that 
he  had  given  back  all  papers  and  letters  to  the  daughter. 
She  could  not  produce  them.  Meanwhile  Counsel  had  to  act 
promptly.  The  last  day  for  objections  to  the  decree  was  at 
hand.  He  drew  objections  and  an  affidavit  which  the  daugh¬ 
ter  signed  and  made  oath  to.  He  then  interviewed  personally 
the  daughter’s  former  attorneys  in  the  divorce  case,  and 
showed  the  papers  to  the  attorney  who  was  charged  with 
writing  the  improper  letters.  The  daughter’s  attorney  denied 
any  malpractice,  and  the  husband’s  attorney  showed  Counsel 
copies  of  every  letter  he  had  ever  written  to  the  daughter 
for  a  period  of  several  years.  Counsel  was  unable  to  find  a 
single  threat  or  inducement  held  out  to  her  to  stay  away 
from  the  State  while  the  proceedings  were  pending  here. 
Counsel  then  took  advice  of  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Society, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  its  Law  Committee,  and  at  once 
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notified  the  attorney  for  the  husband  that  the  Society  would 
decline  to  take  the  case  and  Counsel  would  not  file  the  papers 
in  court.  Counsel  then  notified  the  mother  of  this.  There 
was  time  enough  for  her  to  have  employed  another  attorney 
to  file  similar  papers.  The  daughter,  however,  came  in  to 
see  Counsel  alone,  and  admitted  that  what  she  had  sworn  to 
was  false,  and  that  she  had  herself  led  a  very  bad  life.  Coun¬ 
sel  sent  her  at  once  to  her  husband’s  attorney  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  her  to  sign,  if  she  wished,  a  written  retraction  of  the 
charges  she  had  preferred  against  her  husband  and  his  attor¬ 
ney,  and  Counsel  understands  that  she  did  so. 

454.  This  case  also  shows  the  importance  of  making  an 
investigation  before  taking  legal  action.  Applicant’s  hus¬ 
band  had  recently  died,  and  one  insurance  company  had 
promptly  paid  a  death  claim;  but  another  company  declined 
to  pay  its  policy  on  the  ground  that  the  insured  had  attempted 
a  fraud  on  the  company.  Counsel  made  an  investigation, 
which  showed  that  the  husband  had  had  tuberculosis  for 
several  years,  had  been  examined  by  various  doctors,  whose 
records  all  showed  the  existence  of  the  disease,  and  that  the 
man  must  have  known  he  had  it  when  he  took  out  the  dis¬ 
puted  insurance.  It  appeared  that  the  company’s  doctor 
had  not  examined  him  further  than  to  take  his  statement  in 
writing  that  he  did  not  have  and  never  had  had  consumption 
or  any  lung  disease.  Counsel  declined  to  take  the  case.  As 
anticipated,  the  widow  promptly  employed  an  attorney  to 
bring  suit  who  did  not  care  whether  to  do  so  was  right  or 
wrong. 

427.  This  was  an  application  through  the  mails.  Appli¬ 
cant  lived  in  one  of  the  cities  of  Massachusetts,  and  asked 
advice  as  to  the  adoption  of  her  own  child,  a  girl  of  fifteen. 


29 


It  appeared  that  applicant  had  received  many  years  pre¬ 
vious  a  divorce  from  her  husband  on  clear  proof  of  a  stat¬ 
utory  offence.  She  had,  some  years  later,  married  again. 
Her  present  husband  desired  to  adopt  the  child.  Counsel 
found  that  the  mother  not  only  could,  but  must,  join  in  the 
petition  for  the  adoption  of  her  own  child.  The  divorced 
husband  had  no  right  to  be  heard.  Papers  were  drawn,  the 
girl  consented  in  writing,  the  matter  was  presented  to  the 
court,  and  the  decree  of  adoption  and  change  of  name  was 
secured  at  once.  The  Society’s  charge  was  $2. 

312.  In  1907  Counsel  secured  a  decree  of  separate  support 
for  the  applicant  and  her  two  minor  children.  The  husband 
was  a  hotel  waiter.  He  had  abandoned  his  wife  and  children, 
and  they  were  without  means  for  a  time.  Counsel  traced 
the  man  to  New  York,  and,  while  he  was  there,  secured  the 
decree  against  him.  He  was  properly  served  with  the  papers, 
including  a  copy  of  the  decree,  but  paid  no  attention  to  the 
order  of  the  court  to  pay  five  dollars  a  week  toward  the 
support  of  his  wife  and  children.  In  1909  the  wife  sent  word 
to  Counsel  that  her  husband  was  working  in  Boston.  The 
police  reported  that  the  news  was  true.  A  contempt  petition 
was  filed,  setting  forth  that  the  man  had  never  paid  his  wife 
anything,  and  the  papers  were  served  on  him.  On  the  day 
set  for  his  appearance  in  court  he  came  into  the  office  of 
Counsel,  and  finally  agreed  to  pay  his  wife  $3  a  week.  Coun¬ 
sel  held  over  him  the  prospect  of  being  sent  to  jail  for  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  court’s  order  if  he  was  not  prompt  and  regular 
in  his  payments.  He  has  paid  the  $3  every  week,  and  seems 
now  to  have  a  wholesome  respect  for  the  law  and  the  courts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  R.  SCOTT, 
Attorney  in  Charge  of  Branch  Office. 
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Henry  R.  Scott, 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society. ” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty, 
are  unable  to  procure  it. 


Article  II. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  1.  Any  one  may  become  a  member  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  on  comptying  with  the  conditions  hereinafter  contained, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

Sect.  2.  All  applications  for  membership  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hand  the 
same  to  a  Committee  on  Membership,  to  report  on  the  same 
to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sect.  3.  Every  applicant  shall  on  admission  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  be  required  to  pay  in  advance  his  dues.  Any 
person  paying  $100  shall  be  a  life  member,  exempt  from 
further  payment  of  annual  dues.  The  annual  dues  of  each 
calendar  year  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  but 
shall  not  in  any  event  exceed  $20  per  year.* 


*  For  the  last  nine  years  the  annual  dues  have  been  $10. 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT. 


Last  July  the  Directors  carried  into  effect  a  complete  change 
in  the  management  of  the  business  of  the  Society.  Offices 
were  rented  at  No.  39  Court  Street,  a  telephone  was  installed 
in  the  name  of  the  Society,  a  trained  social  worker  was  en- 
gaged,  and  Counsel  put  in  charge  who  was  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  work  of  the  Society. 

Previously  our  Counsel  were  free  to  engage  in  other  legal 
work,  and  our  Society  was  in  fact  merely  one  among  other 
clients.  We  had  no  offices  of  our  own,  and,  though  other 
charities  helped  to  some  extent,  we  did  not  have  the  constant 
aid  of  any  trained  social  worker. 

Mr.  Sabine,  our  present  Counsel,  has  met  the  many  diffi¬ 
culties  made  necessary  by  these  changes  wisely  and  with 
success.  He  has  devoted  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the 
work  of  the  Society,  and  has  accepted  the  responsibility  with 
courage  and  intelligence.  He  has  been  ably  seconded  by  Miss 
Palmer,  our  social  worker,  whose  long  training  with  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Charities  has  been  of  great  service  to  us  in  investigating 
the  condition  of  many  of  the  individuals  and  families  who  have 
applied  for  our  aid. 

Our  branch  office  at  the  Salvation  Army  headquarters  has 
continued  its  good  work  under  the  careful  charge  of  Mr.  Scott. 
Unless,  however,  we  are  more  generously  supported  by  the 
charitable  public,  some  changes  or  curtailment  must  be  made 
in  the  management  of  this  branch  of  our  work. 

The  number  of  applicants  steadily  increases  from  year  to 
year,  and  during  this  year  there  have  been  1,356  applicants. 
To  treat  properly  this  increasing  number  of  suffering  poor,  the 
Society  urgently  needs  additional  subscribers. 

For  the  Directors, 

C.  L.  De  Normandie, 

Secretary. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 
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Have  also :  Dabney  Fund  in  savings-bank .  $500.00 

Dabney  Fund  with  Counsel . .  510.00 

and  cash  with  Branch  Counsel .  100.00 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT* 

From  Nov.  1,  1909,  to  Oct.  31,  1910. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Legal  Aid 
Society  : 

The  following  is  the  report  on  the  work  of  this  office  for  the 
year  ending  Oct.  31,  1910. 

Since  the  Society’s  office  at  39  Court  Street  was  opened 
July  1  of  this  year,  the  number  of  cases  has  continued  about 
the  same  in  the  various  subdivisions.  There  was  more  or  less 
difficulty  experienced  in  satisfactorily  handling  the  large  number 
of  cases  for  the  first  two  dr  three  months,  owing  to  the  con¬ 
fusion  naturally  attendant  upon  opening  an  entirely  new  office 
and  various  unavoidable  changes  in  its  personnel. 

As  in  former  years,  as  will  readily  be  seen  by  the  following 
tables  of  statistics,  a  large  percentage  of  the  cases  dealt  with 
have  been  those  involving  domestic  relations.  Although  a 
majority  of  these  have  come  to  us  after  some  investigation 
by  other  charities,  we  find  it  is  not  possible  to  proceed  with 
them  to  the  best  advantage  without  further  investigation. 
The  reasons  for  this  seem  to  be  twofold:  first,  because  of 
the  greater  responsibility  we  have  in  determining  the  most 
beneficial  form  of  relief;  second,  because  in  many  instances, 
until  the  case  reaches  us,  important  features  necessary  to  a 
just  decision  have  been  overlooked.  In  a  large  number  of 
these  cases  the  complaint  does  not  include  physical  abuse, 
and  husband  and  wife  are  still  living  together  when  the  case 
comes  into  our  hands.  The  prevalent  idea  is  that  relief  must 
be  obtained  by  a  separate  support  decree  of  the  Probate 
Court.  In  such  cases  we  think  the  better  remedy  would  be 
to  obtain  a  warrant  for  non-support,  with  the  result  that  the 
husband  is  placed  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Proba¬ 
tion  Officer.  He  is  generally  capable  of  dealing  with  the  man 
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to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  necessary  to  resort  to  the  Pro¬ 
bate  Court  only  where  the  wife  is  living  apart  from  the  hus¬ 
band  for  justifiable  cause,  and  where  there  is  continual  abuse 
and  drunkenness.  We  find  that  in  such  cases,  after  the  court 
decrees  that  the  husband  pay  a  certain  sum  weekly  for  the 
support  of  his  family,  it  is  oftentimes  next  to  impossible  to 
enforce  the  decree. 

For  the  purpose  of  investigating  domestic  relations  cases  in 
general  and  especially  those  unknown  to  any  charitable  agency, 
the  services  of  our  social  worker  have  been  of  inestimable  value. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  because  of  the  pressure  of  work  in 
the  office,  she  has  been  unable  to  visit  many  clients  in  their 
homes,  scattered  over  a  district  of  nearly  seven  miles  radius. 
A  great  many  cases  have  been  specially  dealt  with  by  her  alone. 
This  is  especially  true  of  cases  where  there  is  a  family  estrange¬ 
ment  where  difficulties  have  not  reached  that  point  where 
resort  to  the  courts  is  necessary.  Besides  questions  involving 
domestic  difficulties,  in  many  cases  which  are  in  their  nature 
trivial,  a  timely  word  of  advice  by  her  is  sufficient. 

The  following  table  representing  the  sources  from  which 
cases  have  come  is  not  strictly  accurate,  in  that  a  great  many 
cases  which  called  for  merely  advice,  both  on  personal  appli¬ 
cation  and  by  telephone,  are  not  included,  principally  because 
lack  of  time  during  the  first  two  or  three  months  after  the  work 
was  transferred  to  this  office  made  it  impossible  to  keep  com¬ 
plete  records.  The  same  applies  to  other  statistics. 

-  -  1909  1910 


1.  Former  Clients  and  referred  by  such .  180  215 

2.  Other  Legal  Aid  Societies .  7  6 

3.  Lawyers .  153  80 

4.  Bar  Association,  Judges,  Court-house  Officials,  106  112 

5.  Administrative  Officers,  Police,  etc .  47  53 

6.  Doctors,  Hospitals .  17  5 

7.  Charities,  Religious  Societies,  etc .  215  248 

8.  Private  Persons  and  Persons  Unknown  ...  270  354 


995  1,073 
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The  group  under  “Private  Persons  and  Persons  Unknown’ ’ 
includes  the  newspapers,  intelligence  offices,  in  a  couple  of 
cases  insurance  companies,  and  savings-banks.  This  not  only 
accounts  for  the  large  number  of  references  under  this  heading, 
but  also  goes  to  show  that  the  Society  is  becoming  known 
generally  as  well  as  by  charities,  other  societies,  and  Court¬ 
house  officials,  which  have  referred  a  large  proportion  of  the 
cases. 

The  following  table  classifies  the  cases  in  the  usual  way,  giv¬ 
ing  the  statement  of  cases  in  1909: — 

1909  1910 


1.  Claims  for  Wages . . 101  101 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  23  28 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  76  67 

4.  Domestic  Relations  . .  235  309 

5.  Insane,  Spendthrifts,  etc .  4  2 

6.  Bastardy .  32  30 

7.  Landlord  and  Tenant .  34  49 

8.  Questions  as  to  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons  .  49  39 

9.  Wage  Assignments,  Debtors  to  Loan  Com¬ 

panies,  etc .  29  16 

10.  Torts .  53  52 

1 1 .  Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages,  Plain¬ 

tiffs  . 116  112 

12.  Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages,  De¬ 

fendants  .  83  106 

13.  Cases  as  to  Property  except  as  above  ....  79  82 

14.  Criminal  Cases .  21  14 

15.  Drawing  Instruments,  Advice .  60  66 

995  1,073 


It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  comparatively  large  increase 
in  “Claims  for  Money  or  Contract  Damages,  Defendants.” 
In  many  of  these  cases  the  applicant  comes  to  the  office  for  the 
first  time  with  a  summons  to  court,  not  understanding  any¬ 
thing  about  the  procedure  and  quite  at  a  loss  as  to  what  course 
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to  pursue.  In  many  instances  the  client  admits  the  debt, 
but  is  unable  to  pay  it.  The  only  course  open  to  us  is  to  as¬ 
certain  what  payments  it  is  possible  for  him  to  make,  and  to 
assure  him  that  he  need  pay  no  attention  to  his  summons. 
We  then  are  able  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for  pay¬ 
ing  his  creditor  by  instalments,  and  can  often  save  the  client 
a  small  sum  in  costs  and  a  great  deal  of  time  and  worry.  We 
have  been  able  to  arrange  modes  of  settlement  satisfactory 
to  the  client  where  his  wages  have  been  attached  and  he  has 
nothing  to  fall  back  on  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family. 
The  same  holds  true  where  an  attachment  of  wages  is 
threatened. 

Although  this  office  makes  it  a  point  not  to  take  criminal 
cases,  it  will  be  noticed  that  fourteen  appear  under  that 
heading.  Since  July  1  Counsel  has  taken  the  liberty  of  in¬ 
fringing  this  rule  slightly,  and  has  defended  clients  in  a  couple 
of  cases  where  he  was  convinced  that  the  client  was  being 
unjustly  dealt  with. 

The  following  is  the  usual  comparative  statement  of  the 
number  of  suits  in  which  Counsel  have  appeared : — 

1909  1910 

Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston .  43  53 

Municipal  Court,  other  Boston  Districts  ....  2  3 

Police  or  District  Courts  outside  of  Boston  ...  12  11 


Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County .  49  48 

Probate  Court,  other  Counties .  22  21 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County .  38  28 

Superior  Court,  other  Counties .  10  5 

Supreme  Judicial  Court .  2  1 

United  States  District  Court .  1  2 

United  States  Circuit  Court .  0  0 


179  172 


A  short  summary  introducing  a  few  cases  dealt  with  during 
the  past  year  follows. 
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4644.  Client  was  a  single  woman  of  middle  age,  and  had 
supported  herself  and  sister  for  some  years  by  boarding  and 
lodging  one  or  two  old  ladies  and  two  or  three  small  children. 
Her  household  furniture  might  be  said  to  have  been  her  stock 
in  trade. 

In  moving  from  one  house  to  another  in  the  suburb  in  which 
she  lived,  she  intrusted  her  furniture  to  a  mover  who  loaded  it 
on  a  low-hung  vehicle  called  a  jigger,  and  whose  employees,  in 
some  manner  unexplained,  allowed  the  furniture  to  take  fire 
in  the  street  and  burn  up. 

Client  was  sent  to  the  Society  for  redress,  and  upon  inves¬ 
tigation  it  appeared  to  the  Society’s  Counsel  that  the  load  had 
caught  fire  from  a  pile  of  leaves  which  was  being  burned  in  the 
street,  through  which  the  load  passed,  to  a  sheet  of  burlap  tied 
over  the  rear  of  the  load  close  to  the  ground.  The  furniture 
mover  denied  liability.  Suit  was  brought  in  the  District 
Court,  where  we  recovered  a  verdict  for  the  client.  The  de¬ 
fendant  appealed,  and  the  case  was  retried  before  a  jury 
which  found  for  the  plaintiff  a  verdict  and  costs  amounting 
to  $344.98. 

5420.  A  poor  Italian  complained  to  the  Society’s  Counsel 
that  a  lawyer  practising  in  Boston  had  obtained  from  him  the 
sum  of  $150,  for  which  he  represented  that  he  vmuld  secure 
a  permanent  exemption  from  military  service,  and  enable  the 
Italian  to  return  to  Italy  without  having  to  render  any  mili¬ 
tary  service. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  only  exemption  obtained  by  the 
lawyer  was  a  temporary  exemption,  which  is  issued  by  the 
consulate,  free  of  charge,  and  to  which  the  Italian  would  have 
been  entitled  upon  application. 

The  attorney  denied  any  misrepresentation  or  overcharge, 
and  insisted  that  he  had  obtained  for  the  Italian  just  what  the 
Italian  asked  for,  that  he  had  already  disbursed  $75  in  the 
case,  and  was  entitled  to  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands 
for  his  services. 
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We  investigated  the  matter  in  connection  with  the  consulate, 
and  notified  the  attorney  that,  unless  he  made  restitution,  we 
should  file  a  complaint  with  the  Bar  Association.  As  no 
restitution  was  made,  we  took  this  course. 

Not  long  thereafter  the  attorney  sent  $75  to  the  Society 
which  w'e  receipted  for  on  account,  without  waiving  our  claim 
to  the  balance.  After  investigation  the  Bar  Association 
filed  a  disbarment  petition.  Thereupon  counsel  for  the 
attorney  sent  to  the  Society  $45  more,  leaving  in  the  hands 
of  the  attorney  $30,  which  we  had  originally  conceded  as 
a  possible  justifiable  charge.  This  payment  was  made  and 
received  without  stipulation  or  agreement  as  to  the  disbarment 
proceedings. 

4923.  For  more  than  forty  years  a  fund  had  been  accumu¬ 
lating  under  a  will  which  was  so  worded  that  the  probable 
ultimate  beneficiary  (the  Society’s  client)  could  avail  herself 
of  neither  principal  nor  income.  It  seemed  clear  that,  under 
the  decisions  of  the  Massachusetts  court  and  under  a  decree 
interpreting  the  particular  will,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  obtain  a  distribution  from  the  court.  The  client  was  in 
greatest  need  of  the  money,  however,  and  Counsel  undertook 
to  bring  about  a  distribution  by  agreement  of  all  persons  even 
contingently  interested  in  the  trust. 

To  do  this,  records  had  to  be  examined,  not  only  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  but  in  California  and  Pennsylvania.  The  actual 
trustee,  who  was  not  a  lawyer,  did  not  care  to  assume  any  of 
the  possible  risks  of  the  transaction,  and  was  persuaded  to 
resign  and  make  possible  the  appointment  of  a  successor. 
A  member  of  the  Boston  bar,  who  was  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Society,  was  induced  to  accept  the  trust  and  to  dis¬ 
tribute  it  under  an  agreement  of  all  beneficiaries. 

After  some  months  of  correspondence  such  an  agreement  was 
negotiated  for  what  seemed,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances, 
to  be  a  reasonable  figure,  and,  finally,  a  trust  which  might 
have  remained  tied  up  for  some  years  was  distributed  under 
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this  agreement;  and  after  payment  of  all  expenses,  amount¬ 
ing  to  between  seven  and  eight  hundred  dollars,  a  sum  of 
nearly  $8,000  was  invested  through  a  reputable  broker  for 
the  client. 

4870.  This  case  illustrates  the  difficulties  which  a  married 
woman  may  have  to  overcome  in  establishing  her  right  to  live 
in  a  house  of  her  own  with  her  children,  free  from  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  a  drunken  and  brutal  husband. 

This  woman  came  to  us  with  a  story  which  had  already  been 
investigated  by  disinterested  agencies.  She  and  her  husband 
and  two  small  children  were  living  in  a  little  house  which 
she  had  saved  enough  to  buy  before  her  marriage,  and  in  which 
she  still  had  a  small  equity.  She  said  that  her  husband  was 
not  supporting  her  and  the  children,  and  that  his  conduct 
was  such  that  they  could  not  live  in  the  same  house  with  him. 
Her  husband  would  not  leave  the  house,  and,  though  she  had 
wanted  to  separate  for  many  years,  she  had  not  felt  able  to 
meet  the  expense  of  living  away  from  her  own  house.  It 
appeared  important  not  only  to  secure  the  woman  and  her 
children  from  interference  by  her  husband,  but  to  secure  to 
them  the  permanent  and  quiet  occupation  of  this  home.  The 
husband’s  attorney  refused  to  consider  a  separation  agreement, 
so  the  woman  and  her  children  left  her  house  in  which  the 
husband  remained,  and  the  Society’s  attorneys  commenced 
separate  support  proceedings.  She  also  made  a  lease  of  the 
premises,  in  order  to  get  her  husband  out,  and  the  Society’s 
attorneys  brought  summary  ejectment  proceedings  against 
him  in  the  name  of  the  lessee. 

The  first  trial  in  the  Probate  Court  occurred  on  the  last  day 
before  the  summer  recess.  The  woman  proved  to  be  an  ex¬ 
ceptionally  bad  witness,  and  the  trial  resulted  in  an  order 
giving  one  child  to  the  mother  and  one  to  the  father  and  dis¬ 
missing  the  separate  support  petition  without  prejudice. 
Early  the  next  autumn  the  separate  support  case  was  retried 
in  the  Probate  Court,  and  the  wife  obtained  the  custody  of 
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both  children  and  the  husband  was  ordered  to  pay  $6  a  week 
toward  their  support. 

The  ejectment  proceedings  resulted  in  a  finding  for  the  lessee 
in  the  District  Court,  from  which  the  husband  appealed  to 
the  Superior  Court.  As  the  time  for  trying  the  appeal  drew 
near,  the  husband,  whose  attorney  pursued  the  policy  of  com¬ 
plicating  proceedings  and  causing  every  possible  delay,  filed 
a  bill  in  equity,  in  which  he  alleged  that  the  woman  held  the 
real  estate  in  trust  for  him,  called  for  a  conveyance,  and  asked 
for  a  suspension  of  the  proceedings  in  the  appeal  at  law.  In 
this  suit  we  filed  cross-bills,  and  the  issues  were  referred  to  a 
master.  After  much  trouble  and  delay,  due  in  part  to  the 
master’s  illness,  the  master  reported  findings  in  accordance 
with  our  contentions  upon  every  disputed  question  in  the  case, 
and  a  decree  was  entered  dismissing  the  husband’s  bill  of  com¬ 
plaint  and  ordering  him  to  drop  his  appeal  at  law  and  deliver 
possession  of  the  premises  to  the  wife. 

From  this  decree  the  husband  took  an  appeal  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  thereby  obtaining  further  delay  and  further 
prolonging  his  occupancy  of  the  house  to  the  exclusion  of 
his  wife  and  children.  After  the  husband’s  attorney  had 
argued  his  appeal  before  the  Supreme  Court,  we  submitted  the 
wife’s  case  on  brief.  The  court  has  recently  reported  its 
decision  in  favor  of  our  contentions,  thus  ending  the  various 
claims  which  the  husband  had  set  up  to  his  wife’s  real  estate 
and  establishing  her  right  to  its  possession. 

This  case  was  one  in  which  the  client  came  to  us  highly  rec¬ 
ommended,  and  in  which  the  Society’s  Counsel  had  become 
thoroughly  convinced  of  her  merits  and  the  reasonableness, 
for  her  sake  and  that  of  her  children,  of  her  being  able  to  live 
in  the  home,  which  is  her  only  worldly  possession,  free  from  the 
interference  of  her  husband. 

The  various  proceedings  in  the  case,  which  have  here  been 
stated  only  in  outline,  have  been  so  voluminous  that  they 
would  have  exhausted  the  woman’s  resources  long  before  the 
end  if  her  attorneys  had  been  paid  a  reasonable  compensa- 
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tion  for  their  trouble.  Except  while  serving  a  short  term  for 
contempt  of  the  Probate  Court’s  order,  her  husband  continued 
throughout  in  the  occupancy  of  her  house,  from  which  she 
was,  by  force  of  circumstances,  excluded;  he  sublet  parts  of  it, 
and  collected  and  spent  rents  which  ought  to  have  been  hers; 
compelled  her  to  pay  lodging  and  boarding  expenses  for  herself 
and  her  children;  and,  so  far  as  could  be  discovered,  paid  for 
attorneys’  fees  and  expenses,  everything  which  might  have  gone 
to  the  support  of  the  children  under  the  Probate  order  referred 
to. 

5979.  Client’s  husband  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident. 
X,  an  attorney-at-law,  recovered  from  the  railroad  the  sum  of 
$5,000  on  her  behalf,  of  which  he  turned  over  to  her  not  more 
than  $1,500,  retaining  the  balance  in  his  hands,  as  he  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  investment,  but  refused  to  render  any 
account.  With  some  of  client’s  money  X  purchased  a  half¬ 
interest  in  some  real  estate,  subject  to  a  mortgage.  There¬ 
after  the  mortgage  was  foreclosed,  and  client’s  share  of  the 
proceeds  amounted  to  about  $800.  At  the  foreclosure  sale 
X,  together  with  one  D,  purchased  the  property,  D  and  X 
jointly  giving  a  note  for  client’s  share.  All  this  was  done  with¬ 
out  client’s  knowledge.  When  she  came  to  us,  the  situation 
was  that  half  the  land  stood  in  D’s  name  and  half  in  the  name 
of  X’s  wife.  We  threatened  to  sue  D  as  joint  maker  of  the  note 
for  $800,  and  obtained  from  him  a  conveyance  of  his  interest 
in  the  real  estate,  which  was  subsequently  sold  for  $450.  We 
also  brought  a  bill  in  equity  against  X  and  his  wife,  in  which 
we  obtained  a  decree  that  the  real  estate  standing  in  the  name 
of  X’s  wife  was  really  the  property  of  our  client,  subject  to 
a  construction  mortgage  for  $5,500,  which  X  had  negotiated 
in  connection  with  the  erection  of  a  house  upon  the  premises. 
Notice  of  this  bill  in  equity  was  duly  filed  in  the  registry  of 
deeds.  After  the  entry  of  our  decree,  X  and  his  wife  conveyed 
the  legal  title  to  one  Z,  to  whom  X,  unknown  to  us,  had 
represented  that  the  decree  in  favor  of  our  client  was  a  matter 
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of  form  only  and  would  not  be  enforced.  Thereafter  the 
mortgage  for  $5,500  was  foreclosed,  and  at  the  sale  the  premises 
brought  $6,500.  We  immediately  filed  a  bill  in  equity  claim¬ 
ing  the  balance,  amounting  to  $900,  after  the  satisfaction  of 
the  mortgage  expenses.  Z  also  claimed  this  balance  by  virtue 
of  his  conveyance  from  X  and  his  wife.  The  matter  was  tried 
in  the  Superior  Court,  resulting  in  a  finding  in  favor  of  our 
client  on  the  ground  that  Z  had  notice  of  our  claim  and  was  not 
an  innocent  purchaser.  Thus  the  net  result  to  the  client 
has  been  the  recovery  of  over  $1,300  in  a  case  which  originally 
seemed  almost  hopeless,  as  X  was  financially  worthless. 

William  Sabine, 

Counsel . 


REPORT  OF  ATTORNEY  IN  CHARGE  OF  SOUTH 

END  BRANCH* 

Nov.  1,  1909,  to  Nov.  1,  1910. 


The  Evening  Branch  Office  was  open  Wednesday  evenings 
at  6  East  Brookline  Street  in  the  rooms  furnished  by  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  in  the  People’s  Palace. 

Total  Number  of  Applications  for  the  Year . 283 

Male .  87 

Female .  196 

283 

New  Applications  received . 102 

Of  these  there  were  referred  to  the  office  by : — 

Salvation  Army .  15 

Other  Charitable  Organizations .  1 

Ministers .  1 

Former  Clients  of  the  Office .  35 

Individuals  and  other  Sources .  7 

Unknown  Sources .  43 

l02 

Classification  of  Cases. 

1.  Claims  for  Wages .  16 

2.  Matrimonial  Cases .  13 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  3 

4.  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons .  3 

Carried  forward .  35 
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Brought  forward .  35 

5.  Personal  Property  Cases .  3 

6.  Loans . 8 

7.  Real  Estate .  3 

8.  Personal  Injury  Cases .  7 

9.  Cases  involving  Custody  of  Children  and  Guardian¬ 

ship  .  1 

10.  Criminal .  2 

11.  Cases  involving  Contracts .  9 

12.  Slander  and  Libel .  3 

13.  Landlord  and  Tenant .  10 

14.  Naturalization .  1 

15.  Miscellaneous .  20 

~102 

Cases  declined: — 

Divorce .  2 

Claim  against  another  Charity .  1 


Court  Work: — 

Total  Cases  in  Court .  22 

Cases  disposed  of  .  18 

Cases  undisposed  of .  4 
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The  following  accounts  of  some  of  the  cases  disposed  of  by 
the  Branch  Office  are  appended: — 

518.  A  woman  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  contractor 
to  install  a  boiler  and  heating  apparatus  into  her  lodging-house. 
The  heating  contractor  stipulated  in  the  agreement  that  the 
applicant  might  have  a  new  boiler  on  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  if  the  one  installed,  which,  it  was  understood,  should 
be  a  second-hand  boiler,  failed  to  do  the  heating  of  the  house 
satisfactorily.  When  zero  weather  came,  the  boiler  failed  to 
provide  heat,  the  water  pipes  froze  and  then  burst,  the  house 
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was  flooded  with  water,  and  tenants  vacated  their  rooms. 
Applicant  could  not  get  the  heating  contractor  to  do  any¬ 
thing.  She  was  advised  that  the  boiler  installed  was  too 
small  to  heat  the  house  and  that  a  new  boiler  should  be  set 
up  in  place  of  the  second-hand  one.  The  heating  contractor 
insisted  his  work  was  good  and  the  boiler  adequate.  He 
brought  suit  for  his  money.  Applicant  hired  an  attorney. 
The  lower  court  decided  that  applicant  must  pay  for  the  heat¬ 
ing  apparatus  installed.  Apparently,  her  attorney  had  not 
shown  any  demand  to  remove  the  old  boiler  and  install  a  new 
one.  She  was  advised  to  appeal,  and  did  so.  Later  she  dis¬ 
charged  her  attorney,  and  took  her  case  successively  to  three 
other  lawyers.  Finally,  she  engaged  an  attorney  who  was 
well  known  in  politics  and  was  highly  recommended  to  her. 
This  attorney  took  the  names  of  her  witnesses.  When  the  case 
came  up  for  trial  and  the  jury  was  ready  to  hear  her,  he  took 
applicant  outside  and  told  her  to  settle.  She  would  not  agree 
to  this.  The  lawyer  then  went  back  to  the  court-room,  told 
the  court  and  jury  in  the  absence  of  his  client,  in  effect,  that 
he  had  no  defence  to  the  case.  The  evidence  for  the  heating 
contractor  had  only  been  begun.  Applicant’s  attorney  had 
introduced  no  testimony.  The  result  was  that  the  judge 
ordered  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  against  the  applicant.  She 
told  this  story  to  Counsel  for  the  Society  at  the  Evening  Office 
the  day  the  verdict  was  rendered.  Counsel  immediately 
filed  a  motion  for  a  new  trial.  No  satisfactory  explanation 
could  be  secured  from  applicant’s  attorney.  The  Superior 
Court  overruled  the  motion  for  new  trial,  and  despite  all  Coun¬ 
sel  could  do  the  case  went  to  judgment  against  the  applicant. 
A  bill  in  equity  to  stop  proceedings  on  the  judgment  was  in¬ 
terposed,  but  was  not  successful.  There  was  nothing  for 
applicant  to  do  but  to  pay  the  judgment,  and  on  the  advice 
of  Counsel  she  did  so.  Counsel  meanwhile  brought  an  action 
against  the  heating  contractor  on  his  guaranty  of  the  appara¬ 
tus  installed.  After  many  technical  defences  had  been  over¬ 
ruled,  that  case  came  to  trial  before  a  jury  in  the  Superior 
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Court.  Applicant’s  evidence  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  boiler 
was  strong,  and  the  defence  a  narrow  one, — for  the  most  part 
that  she  had  not  demanded  a  new  boiler  or  tendered  any  money. 
The  jury,  however,  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  gave  her  $250 
damages.  The  defendant  himself  then  engaged  a  different 
lawyer,  but  the  court  refused  to  disturb  the  verdict,  and 
Counsel  collected  the  full  amount  awarded  by  the  jury.  Appli¬ 
cant  had  been  required  to  pay  a  little  over  $300  to  settle  the 
judgment  against  her.  By  securing  the  $250  damages,  she 
had  at  last  secured  justice:  the  old  heating  apparatus  was  hers, 
and  she  had  $250  towards  a  new  boiler. 

Any  attorney  basing  his  charges  upon  the  amount  of  time 
devoted  to  the  case,  and  having  in  mind  the  successful  out¬ 
come  at  last,  would  have  felt  justified  in  charging  applicant 
at  least  $125.  Counsel  charged  her  $50  which  sum  was 
credited  to  the  account  of  the  Societv. 

501.  Applicant  came  in  for  assistance  in  collecting  her 
wages.  She  said  she  had  worked  for  the  proprietor  of  a  lodg¬ 
ing-house  for  twenty-six  weeks,  and  that  he  owed  her  at  the 
rate  of  $1.50  a  week.  She  was  too  poor  to  pay  a  lawyer  to 
collect  the  bill.  Counsel  wrote  to  the  man,  and  demanded 
payment.  A  respectable  attorney  explained  to  Counsel  that 
the  applicant  was  to  be  paid  only  $1.25  a  week,  that  she  owed 
a  considerable  sum  for  lodgings,  and,  finally,  that  she  was  not 
a  woman  of  good  character.  Counsel  investigated,  found  that 
applicant  had  done  chamber  work  and  done  most  of  the  wash¬ 
ing  for  the  family  in  which  there  were  six  members.  She  was 
industrious  and  well-behaved,  but  the  lodging-house  man  had 
been  very  mean  in  his  neglect  to  pay  her.  The  woman  appeared 
to  be  honest.  Counsel  brought  suit,  although  applicant  was 
too  poor  to  advance  the  necessary  expenses.  The  other 
lawyer  then  tried  to  settle  cheap.  Counsel  then  set  the  case 
down  for  trial,  and  secured  a  satisfactory  settlement.  The 
amount  collected  was  $28,  out  of  which  the  Society  took  $5  to 
cover  its  disbursements  and  services. 
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470.  Applicant  received  injuries  while  attempting  to 
alight  from  an  electric  car.  One  of  her  arms  was  broken, 
and  she  received  a  blow  on  her  head  and  a  severe  shaking  up. 
According  to  her  story  she  had  signalled  the  conductor  to  stop, 
and  the  car  came  to  a  stop  and  she  got  down  on  the  step  to 
alight,  when  it  started  and  threw  her  to  the  ground.  The  com¬ 
pany  refused  to  recognize  the  claim  at  all,  and,  as  Counsel  could 
not  get  anjr  settlement,  he  brought  suit.  After  hearing  the 
evidence,  the  jury  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  applicant 
for  $1,700.  The  usual  motions  for  a  , new  trial  were  filed  by 
the  street  railway  company.  The  court  thought  the  applicant 
ought  to  receive  some  compensation  for  her  injuries,  but  be¬ 
lieved  the  verdict  much  too  large,  and  cut  it  down  to  $500,  on 
the  understanding,  however,  that  this  sum  should  be  paid 
at  once  without  further  litigation.  Counsel  paid  the  witnesses 
their  fees,  and  made  a  charge  of  $50,  which  he  credited  to 
the  Society’s  account.  The  balance,  $439.50,  was  paid  to 
applicant. 

462.  Applicant  was  referred  to  the  Branch  Office  by  a 
charitable  society  in  the  South  End.  She  had  worked  as  a 
cook  in  a  hotel  in  Foxboro,  Mass.,  and  the  manager  of  the 
hotel  owed  her  $13.50.  He  had  made  repeated  promises  of 
payment,  but  had  not  kept  any  of  them,  and  she  finally  left 
the  place  because  she  could  not  get  her  wages.  The  claim 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  one  lawyer  without  success.  Appli¬ 
cant  was  so  poor  that  she  did  not  have  proper  shoes  on  her 
feet.  Counsel  began  a  vigorous  correspondence  with  the 
debtor,  and  soon  learned  that  he  had  not  paid  many  of  his 
bills  and  had  been  practically  driven  out  of  town.  He  had  no 
property  of  any  kind.  Counsel  wrote  him  letters,  and  received 
one  reply  from  New  York  City.  Then  letters  did  not  reach 
him.  Over  two  years  later,  however,  information  reached 
Counsel  that  the  man  was  in  Danvers,  Mass.  Inquiries  there 
indicated  that  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  sue  him  to  force 
collection.  He  offered  to  pay  $5.  This  was  refused,  and 
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Counsel  brought  suit.  He  instructed  the  sheriff,  however, 
to  accept  $10  in  settlement,  if  the  debtor  would  pay  sheriff’s 
fees  and  that  sum.  On  the  last  day  before  the  case  was  to  be 
entered  in  court,  the  man  paid  the  $10  and  settled  with  the 
sheriff.  The  $9  which  applicant  received  meant  a  great  deal 
to  one  in  her  poverty-stricken  circumstances.  The  Society’s 
charge  was  $1. 

510.  Two  refined  young  girls  of  English  parentage  came  to 
the  office  for  advice.  Their  father  worked  in  a  factory  in  one 
of  the  towns  twenty  miles  out  of  Boston.  He  came  back  to 
Boston  Saturdays,  each  week,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  going 
home  drunk.  He  had  made  life  unbearable  for  their  mother. 
She  was  ill.  Counsel  advised  a  separation,  and  the  mother 
signed  the  petition.  Counsel  himself  served  the  papers,  and 
warned  the  man  to  stay  away  from  the  home.  He  offered  no 
objections,  and  a  decree  was  served  ordering  him  to  stay  away 
from  his  wife  and  to  pay  her  $5  a  week.  Apparently,  he  began 
to  realize  then  what  he  had  lost  and  to  change  his  ways  of  life. 
The  wife  decided  after  several  months  to  take  him  back,  and 
was  advised  she  could  do  so  without  legal  formalities.  The 
separation  has  apparently  proved  efficacious. 

480.  Applicant’s  husband  had  abandoned  her  and  their 
two  minor  children  and  gone  to  New  York.  At  Boston  he 
had  been  a  driver  of  an  express  wagon.  He  was  able  to  sup¬ 
port  his  family,  but  gave  them  nothing  but  abuse.  Counsel 
traced  him  through  the  assistance  of  the  police  of  New  York. 
Then,  on  the  advice  of  Counsel,  applicant  secured  a  warrant 
here  for  her  husband’s  arrest  for  non-support.  The  district 
attorney  at  Boston  kindly  agreed  to  send  for  the  man  to  New 
York,  and  not  to  expect  reimbursement  from  applicant.  The 
husband  was  arrested  and  held  by  the  New  York  police,  sub¬ 
sequently  brought  on  to  Boston,  and  told  by  the  court  here  that 
he  must  either  make  provision  for  his  wife  and  family  or  go 
to  jail.  He  promised  to  support  his  family,  and  was  put  on 
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probation.  Applicant  was  assured  that,  if  he  failed  to  support 
her  and  skipped,  he  would  be  again  brought  back  by  the  police 
and  given  a  jail  sentence. 

The  method  of  relief  here  seemed  preferable  to  the  common 
course  of  proceedings  in  the  Probate  Court.  There,  although 
applicant  would  have  received  a  decree  ordering  her  husband 
to  support  her,  that  decree,  under  existing  law,  would  have 
been  unenforceable  against  the  husband  as  long  as  he  remained 
out  of  the  limits  of  Massachusetts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  R.  Scott, 

Attorney  in  charge  of  South  End  Branch. 
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.  53  Devonshire  St. 

. 126  State  St. 

. 346  Tremont  Building 

. 40  State  St. 

. 37  Mt.  Vernon  St. 

....  27  Commonwealth  Ave. 
. 38  Equitable  Building 
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Francis  C.  Lowell . 107  P.O.  Building 

James  A.  Lowell . 38  Equitable  Building 

Arthur  T.  Lyman . P.O.  Box  1717,  Boston 

Mrs.  Charles  Mann  .  Care  C.  P.  Greenough,  Journal  Building 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason . 1  Walnut  St. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman . 73  Bay  State  Road 

Lawrence  Minot . 18  Tremont  St. 

Mrs.  John  LI.  Morison . 44  Brimmer  St. 

Godfrey  Morse .  924  Exchange  Building 

John  T.  Morse,  Jr . 16  Fairfield  St. 

Charles  A.  Morss . 110  State  St. 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr . Jamaica  Plain 

F.  S.  Moseley . P.O.  Box  5234,  Boston 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley . 144  Beacon  St. 

James  M.  Newell . 53  State  St. 

Grenville  LI.  Nor  cross . 50  Congress  St. 

Richard  Olney . Sears  Building- 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood . 67  Bay  State  Road 

B.  W.  Palmer .  735  Exchange  Building 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker .  282  Berkeley  St. 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman . 7  Brimmer  St. 

James  P.  Parmenter . Court  House,  Boston 

Francis  Peabody . 104  Devonshire  Building 

Frank  E.  Peabody . P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 

Edward  C.  Perkins .  706  Sears  Building 

Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips  .  .  .  1333  16th  St.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Henry  G.  Pickering . 10  Tremont  St. 

Dudley  L.  Pickman . 53  State  St. 

Wallace  L.  Pierce . S.  S.  Pierce  Co.,  Boston 

A.  E.  Pillsbury . 6  Beacon  St. 

Mrs.  Preston  Player,  The  “Abbotsford,”  Commonwealth  Ave. 

George  Putnam . 60  State  St. 

Charles  S.  Raekemann . Ames  Building 

Felix  Raekemann . Ames  Building 

Arnold  A.  Rand . 178  Devonshire  St. 

Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Ray . Hotel  Ilkley 
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Frank  W.  Remick . 

William  L.  Richardson,  M.D 

Alfred  L.  Ripley . 

Miss  Emma  Rodman  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell  .  .  . 

William  Sabine . 

Richard  M.  Saltonstall  .  .  . 

George  A.  Sawyer . 

Henry  Sayles . 

L.  L.  Scaife . 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt . 

Henry  R.  Scott . 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull . 

Francis  B.  Sears . 

William  R.  Sears . 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Sharp . 

Henry  L.  Shattuck  .... 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw . 

Francis  Skinner . 

Miss  Laura  Slocum  .... 
Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith  .... 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr . 

Miss  E.  P.  Sohier . 

Miss  Emify  L.  Sohier  .  .  . 
Charles  B.  Southard  .... 

F.  P.  Sprague,  M.D . 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole .  .  .  . 

Richard  Stone . 

Moorfield  Storey . 

Charles  H.  Swan . 

J.  Homer  Sweetser . 

Henry  W.  Swift . 

Mrs.  Charles  W.  Taintor  .  . 

Giles  Taintor . 

Charles  H.  Taylor . 

Ezra  R.  Thayer . 


. P.0.  Box  7,  Boston 

....  225  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. State  National  Bank 

. 174  Beacon  St. 

....  20  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 39  Court  St. 

....  Shawmut  Bank  Building 
....  1038  Tremont  Building 
....  56  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 19  Congress  St. 

. 146  Boylston  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

.  .  .  .131  Commonwealth  Ave. 
....  National  Shawmut  Bank 
.  .  j  .....  73  Tremont  St. 

. Hotel  Touraine 

. 60  State  St. 

...  151  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. Dedham 

....  Pond  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
...  186  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 84  State  St. 

. 79  Beacon  St. 

.  922  Beacon  St. 

. 18  Tremont  St. 

.  .  .  229  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. Lincoln,  Mass. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. Old  South  Building 

. 53  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

. 149  Beacon  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. Boston  Globe 

Harvard  Law  School,  Cambridge 
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William  G.  Thompson  .  .  . 

J.  L.  Thorndike . 

S.  Lothrop  Thorndike  .  .  . 

Lawrence  Tucker . 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman  .  . 
Miss  Susan  Upham  .  .  .  . 

Charles  C.  Walker . 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  .  .  .  . 
Miss  Mary  L.  Ware  .  .  .  . 

J.  B.  Warner . 

Bentley  W.  Warren  .  .  .  . 
Paul  Barron  Watson  .  .  .  . 

Arthur  S.  Webster . 

F.  G.  Webster . 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Weld  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Wentworth . 

R.  D.  Weston . 

William  F.  Wharton  .  .  .  . 

Henry  Wheeler . 

Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  .  .  . 

Mrs.  C.  T.  White . 

Alexander  Whiteside  .  .  .  . 
George  Wigglesworth  .  .  . 

C.  A.  Williams . 

Henry  Bigelow  Williams  .  . 

Moses  Williams . 

Ralph  B.  Williams . 

Robert  Winsor . 


. 73  Tremont  St. 

735  Exchange  Building 
...  62  Devonshire  St. 
....  866  Beacon  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

379  Marlborough  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

....  415  Beacon  St. 
...  41  Brimmer  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

...  25  Greenville  St. 

.  .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 
.  .  81  Mason  Building 
21  Carlton  St.,  Brookline 

. 70  State  St. 

. 50  State  St. 

.  .  511  Sears  Building 
.  .  Tremont  Building 
213  Commonwealth  Ave. 

. 60  State  St. 

. 53  State  St. 

. 126  State  St. 

.  .  .  687  Boylston  St. 

. 126  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  2682,  Boston 
.  .  .  P.O.  Box  7,  Boston 
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EXTRACT  FROM  CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty,  are 
unable  to  procure  it. 


DIRECTORS'  REPORT. 


The  Directors  of  the  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society  are  glad  to 
report  another  satisfactory  year.  Through  the  interest  and 
energy  of  a  committee  of  Directors  and  Members  our  treasury 
has  been  put  into  better  condition  than  in  any  previous  year. 
As  the  list  of  annual  subscribers  shows,  not  a  few  of  the  larger 
firms  of  Boston  lawyers  have  shown  their  approval  of  our  work 
by  generous  donations.  We  have  thus  been  able  to  hire  an 
extra  room  for  our  Social  Secretary.  In  the  class  of  cases  that 
take  up  much  of  her  time  it  is  very  necessary  for  her  to  have 
such  a  room,  where  clients  can  come  and  tell  their  troubles 
with  entire  privacy,  and  receive  from  her  the  sympathy  and 
advice  that  are  necessary.  The  increased  income  at  our  dis¬ 
posal  puts  aside  for  another  year  all  question  of  giving  up 
the  Branch  Office  at  the  Salvation  Army,  which  has  been  so 
successful  for  the  last  five  years. 

While  the  number  of  new  cases  that  the  Society  has  handled 
during  the  year  is  not  quite  so  large  as  last  year,  yet  eleven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen  new  problems  to  solve  are  no  small  tax  on 
our  corps  of  workers,  and,  if  we  add  the  number  of  old  cases 
that  have  had  to  be  reopened  during  the  year,  we  find  that  our 
Society  has  dealt  at  first-hand  with  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  cases.  In  fact,  it  is  obvious  that  with  the  present  force 
at  our  Main  Office,  consisting  of  Counsel,  Social  Secretary,  two 
students  just  out  of  the  law  school,  and  a  stenographer,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  adequately  to  attend  to  all  our  clients.  We  need  an 
income  of  at  least  $2,500  more  every  year.  Without  this  in¬ 
crease  the  continuity  of  the  work  will  be  greatly  hampered.  Our 
present  rate  of  salaries  is  so  small  that  we  cannot  keep  compe- 
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tent  Counsel  for  any  length  of  time.  The  number  of  helpers 
must  be  increased,  and  each  must  be  better  paid.  Moreover, 
before  the  office  can  be  put  on  a  satisfactory  basis,  the  work 
must  be  so  systematized  that  our  Counsel  shall  not  be 
swamped  by  the  pressing  work  of  the  moment,  but  may  have 
some  time  and  facilities  for  studying  and  developing  the  work 
of  the  Society  as  a  whole. 

At  the  end  of  eleven  years  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  fact  that 
during  these  eleven  years  our  Society  has  dealt  with  eight  thous¬ 
and  three  hundred  and  ten  cases,  and  that  the  large  sum  of 
$58, 206.43  has  been  collected  for  our  clients;  also  that,  when  we 
began,  there  was  only  one  other  Legal  Aid  Society  here  in 
America,  while  now  the  idea  has  grown  and  spread  to  such  an  ex¬ 
tent  that  last  fall  in  Pittsburgh  there  was  a  conference  at  which 
sixteen  Legal  Aid  Societies  were  represented,  and  persons  were 
present  who  came  to  get  suggestions  for  forming  six  new  so¬ 
cieties.  Our  Counsel,  Mr.  Sabine,  represented  us  at  this  con¬ 
ference,  and  spoke  at  some  length  on  “The  Character  of  Liti¬ 
gation  to  be  Undertaken.” 

We  urge  our  members  to  read  the  Report  of  Counsel,  both 
for  the  Main  Office  and  the  Branch,  as  well  as  the  Report  of 
our  Social  Secretary.  We  trust  that  our  friends  will  continue 
their  donations  and  subscriptions,  and  we  call  upon  all  to 
help  us  increase  our  income  by  at  least  $2,500  a  year. 

For  the  Directors, 

C.  L.  De  Normandie, 

Secretary. 
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George  A.  Goddard,  Treasurer. 
Boston,  Nov.  29,  1911. 


COUNSEL'S  REPORT. 

From  Nov.  1,  1910,  to  Oct.  31,  1911. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Legal  Aid 
Society  : 

The  following  is  the  report  on  the  work  of  the  Main  Office 
for  the  year  ending  Oct.  31,  1911.  During  the  past  year,  the 
first  complete  year  that  the  Society  has  had  its  own  office,  the 
character  of  the  cases  has  changed  little,  but  the  amount  of 
work  demanded  has  been  great.  The  office  has  been  for¬ 
tunate  in  not  being  obliged  to  change  the  attorneys.  The 
addition  of  a  room  recently  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Social  Worker 
has  been  a  material  aid,  as  much  confusion  and  crowding  in 
the  office  is  avoided,  and,  in  domestic  relations  cases,  abso¬ 
lutely  private  and  quiet  conferences,  which  are  necessary, 
have  been  made  possible. 

The  following  table  represents  the  sources  from  which  the 
cases  have  come,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  figures  of  last 
year  and  this  are  very  much  the  same.  The  figures  represent 
merely  the  cases  referred  to  this  office  for  the  first  time  during 
the  past  year,  and  do  not  include  two  hundred  and  fifty  old 
cases  which  have  been  dealt  with,  and  on  many  of  which 
much  time  and  work  has  been  expended. 


1910  1911 

1.  Lawyers  . .  80  55 

2.  Private  Individuals  and  Unknown .  354  243 

3.  Organized  Charities  and  Churches .  248  277 

4.  Doctors  and  Medical  Institutions .  5  6 

5.  Administrative  Officials  and  Police .  53  77 

6.  Bar  Association  and  Court-house  Officials  .  .  112  110 

7.  Other  Legal  Aid  Societies .  6  11 

8.  Former  Clients .  215  209 

Total .  1,073  988 
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The  following  table  classifies  the  cases  in  the  usual  way, 
with  the  statement  of  cases  for  1910  for  comparison: — 


1910  1911 

Wages .  101  98 

Seamen’s  Wages .  28  25 

Claims  against  Lawyers .  67  46 

Domestic  Relations .  309  268 

Bastardy .  30  33 

Landlord  and  Tenant .  49  33 

Estate  of  Deceased  Person .  39  49 

Tort .  52  62 

Claims  for  Money,  Plaintiff .  112  96 

Claims  for  Money,  Defendant .  122  107 

Cases  as  to  Property .  82  95 

Criminal  Cases .  14  16 

Insane,  etc .  2  11 

Instruments .  66  49 

Total .  1,073  988 


It  will  be  seen  that  a  number  of  criminal  cases  has  been 
referred  to  the  office.  Except  for  one  or  two  cases,  these  have 
been  refused  or  referred  to  other  attorneys.  In  the  case  of 
the  exceptions,  Counsel  felt  convinced  that  the  applicant  was 
wrongly  accused.  In  one  case,  applicant  was,  at  the  time, 
a  client  in  a  pending  civil  case,  and  the  criminal  charge  had 
grown  out  of  the  ill-feeling  between  the  parties.  In  a  couple 
of  instances  a  parent  of  the  accused  requested  aid  because, 
though  they  admitted  the  guilt  of  the  son,  they  wanted  every¬ 
thing  possible  done  toward  having  a  disposition  made  of  the 
case  which  would  be  best  for  the  delinquent,  having  a  par¬ 
ticular  abhorrence  of  certain  reformatories. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  every  separate  support 
case  brought  before  the  Probate  Court  a  decree  has  been  ob¬ 
tained  ordering  the  husband  to  pay  a  certain  sum  weekly  to 
the  wife,  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  decree  has  been  most 
difficult.  Contempt  proceedings  have  at  times  procured  a 
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small  payment,  but  in  many  instances  the  husband  is  a  drunk¬ 
ard  or  refuses  to  work,  and,  having  nothing  to  pay,  rests  in  com¬ 
parative  security.  In  this  situation  the  Police  Courts  will 
not  entertain  jurisdiction  of  the  cases  of  non-support,  and  the 
cumbersome  and  unsatisfactory  Probate  procedure  must  be 
resorted  to.  In  some  cases  the  wife  in  desperation  has  taken 
her  husband  back,  hoping  in  that  way  to  obtain  the  benefit 
of  his  wages  in  part,  but  with  the  only  possible  result  that 
we  soon  have  another  request  for  another  action  of  separate 
support.  In  the  instances  where  some  material  benefit  is  se¬ 
cured  by  contempt  proceedings,  a  recent  decision  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  will  be  of  great  assistance  ( Mclllroy  v.  Mclllroy, 
208  Mass.  458).  The  court  decides  that,  once  the  decree  of 
separate  support  has  been  granted,  it  cannot  be  modified  with¬ 
out  an  order  of  court.  In  this  way,  if  the  parties  again  separate, 
contempt  proceedings  may  at  once  be  instituted,  eliminating 
the  necessity  of  again  resorting  to  the  original  petition  for 
separate  support,  as  was  formerly  the  practice.  In  connection 
with  domestic  relations  cases,  mention  may  be  made  of  an 
excellent  law  passed  last  May,  which  provides  in  part  that 
any  man  convicted  of  deserting  his  wife  or  children,  non-sup¬ 
port,  or  neglecting  to  educate  his  children  or  take  proper  care 
of  them,  is  liable  to  a  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both.  In  the 
discretion  of  the  court  the  fine  may  be  turned  over  to  the 
Probation  Officer,  to  be  used  for  the  maintenance  of  the  wife 
or  children;  but,  if  the  man  is  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
and  the  wife  and  children  are  in  needy  circumstances,  the 
court  may  order  50  cents  for  each  day  of  labor,  by  the  defend¬ 
ant,  paid  the  Probation  Officer  for  their  benefit. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  bastardy  cases. 
In  these  cases  a  settlement  is  generally  made,  which  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  man’s  ability  to  raise  the  money  and  the  general 
character  of  the  case.  This,  however,  is  not  a  particularly 
satisfactory  disposition,  for  the  money  is  seldom  applied 
solely  to  the  use  of  the  child.  There  seems  to  be  some  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  whether  it  would  not  be  the  best  thing  for  all  con- 
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cerned  for  the  charity  to  which  the  case  is  first  known  to  at¬ 
tempt  obtaining  satisfaction  without  resorting  to  the  courts. 

The  following  is  the  usual  statement  of  the  number  of  law¬ 
suits  in  which  Counsel  have  appeared: — 


1910  1911 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston .  53  49 

Municipal  Court,  Other  Boston  Districts .  3  8 

Police  or  District  Courts,  Outside  Boston . 11  11 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County .  48  47 

Probate  Court,  Other  Counties . 21  14 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County .  28  27 

Superior  Court,  Other  Counties .  5  5 

Supreme  Judicial  Court .  1  1 

United  States  District  Court .  2  4 

United  States  Circuit  Court .  0  0 

Land  Court .  0  2 

Total . 172  1L68 


The  disposition  of  cases  during  the  past  year  is  shown  by  the 


following  statement: — 

1910  1911 

Referred  to  Other  Society  or  Attorney .  2  22 

Drew  Instrument .  14  8 

Advice  Only .  254  206 

Prosecuted  in  Court  and  defeated .  3  12 

Settlement .  54  52 

Obtained  Desired  Relief  by  Suit  or  Otherwise  .  .  209  150 

Lapsed  for  Lack  of  Prosecution  by  Client  ....  113  106 

No  Further  Effort  warranted .  187  187 

Investigated,  No  Merit .  90  80 

No  Case  on  Client’s  Statement  .  11  41 

Able  to  employ  Counsel .  10  1 

Dismissed;  had  Another  Lawyer .  33  30 

Divorce  Questions .  11  20 

Criminal  Cases  .  12  11 

Total .  1,003  ~926 
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An  abstract  of  a  few  cases  dealt  with  follows: — 

6089.  Applicant  was  a  Lithuanian  who  had  for  some  time 
been  a  member  of  three  benefit  societies.  A  couple  of  years 
ago  he  was  incapacitated  from  work  by  tuberculosis,  and  was 
examined  by  doctors,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was  sent  to  the 
State  Hospital.  While  there,  a  committee  from  the  three 
benefit  societies  visited  him,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  his  benefit,  persuaded  him  that  he  was  not  ill,  and  he 
consequently  left  for  his  home,  which  was  in  a  condition  which 
might  prove  fatal  to  him  if  he  was  obliged  to  remain.  He 
was  later  visited  by  the  authorities,  and  sent  to  a  State  Hospi¬ 
tal  where,  after  some  months,  he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to 
undertake  light  work.  As  the  benefit  societies  absolutely 
refused  to  listen  to  his  demands,  suit  was  brought  by  this 
Society.  The  first  suit  was  tried  in  the  Municipal  Court, 
and,  after  being  won,  was  appealed  by  the  defendant.  The 
other  two  cases  were  brought  directly  in  the  Superior  Court, 
and  after  trial  the  plaintiff  got  a  finding  for  the  full  amount 
claimed,  and,  after  motions  for  a  new  trial  were  overruled, 
executions  issued,  and  it  was  agreed  by  Counsel  that  judg¬ 
ment  should  be  given  in  the  third  case  for  the  full  amount 
claimed  on  the  basis  of  the  recovery  in  the  other  two.  The 
amount  allowed  the  plaintiff  in  one  case  has  been  collected,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  other  two. 

5980.  Applicant’s  son  was  injured  by  a  horse  and  buggy. 
Applicant  put  the  case  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  to  prosecute, 
which  he  did,  with  the  result  that  a  verdict  was  obtained  for 
the  plaintiff.  Of  the  amount,  the  attorney  paid  applicant 
but  one-third  on  his  representation  that  the  verdict  was  only 
two-thirds  of  what  was  actually  obtained.  Suit  was  brought, 
and  a  verdict  was  obtained  for  the  Society’s  client.  $50  was 
collected,  and  the  fee  of  the  doctor  who  testified  in  the  original 
accident  case,  amounting  to  $25,  was  paid. 

6384.  Applicant  was  an  ignorant  negro  who  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  an  officer  of  a  New  York  company  who  had  induced 
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him  to  become  a  stockholder  in  the  concern.  By  the  aid  of  a 
prospectus,  which  was  written  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of 
just  such  men  by  arguing  on  race  prejudice  and  the  like,  he 
got  applicant  to  invest  $300  toward  having  a  home  built  for 
him.  As  soon  as  the  money  was  obtained,  the  representative 
of  the  company  disappeared,  and  was  not  again  seen  in  this 
vicinity.  He  was  located  in  New  York  some  time  later,  and 
applicant  placed  the  case  in  the  hands  of  a  New  York  at¬ 
torney.  In  corresponding  with  him,  the  Society  found  out 
that  a  judgment  and  execution  had  been  obtained,  but  the 
attorney  reported  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  having  it 
collected.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  Society  the  man  in 
question  was  indicted  and  extradited,  whereupon,  before  he 
could  reach  this  State,  the  total  amount  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  client  was  restored  with  interest. 

7202.  A  young  wife,  desiring  separate  support  for  herself 
and  her  three  little  daughters  and  one  child  yet  unborn,  told  a 
pitiful  story  of  a  husband  most  kind  and  gentle  in  his  sober 
hours,  and,  when  in  liquor,  most  abusive.  He  belonged  to  a 
respected  family  in  his  own  small  community,  had  inherited 
a  good  trade  and  business  from  his  father,  which  he  had  lost 
through  drink.  The  wife  had  at  last  to  flee,  owing  to  the  abuse, 
and  her  uncle  hired  for  her  a  small  tenement  and  supplied 
her  with  provisions  from  his  own  store.  The  Social  Secretary, 
calling,  found  a  very  tidy  and  attractive  home,  and  the  wife 
now  in  great  perplexity  because  her  husband,  who  never  had 
the  lesson  of  separation  from  his  family  before,  was  truly  peni¬ 
tent  and  anxious  to  return  to  his  home.  There  was  a  strong 
attachment  between  the  two,  and  the  wife  feared  her  action 
might  be  the  cause  of  the  man’s  further  loss  of  what  good  char¬ 
acter  he  still  possessed.  The  Social  Worker  emphasized  the 
uncle’s  probable  unwillingness  to  continue  to  provide  in  any 
way,  should  the  wife  take  the  man  back,  and,  as  there  was  no 
income  in  sight,  her  condition  would  become  most  pitiful,  and 
her  own  standards  of  decency  less  and  less  possible  to  main- 
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tain.  She  urged  the  troubled  wife  to  consider  the  matter  over 
night,  and  left  her  to  visit  next  the  husband’s  sister.  The 
sister-in-law  spoke  with  admiration  of  the  wife’s  character  and 
of  her  long  forbearance,  and  gave  her  promise  to  help  the  family 
as  much  as  she  could  during  the  separation.  The  next  day  the 
wife  called  at  the  office,  and  told  of  a  most  satisfactory  call  she 
had  made  on  the  priest  the  evening  before,  and  of  his  advice 
not  to  resort  to  legal  action,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  not  to 
take  the  husband  home.  He  himself  would  see  the  man  next 
day,  and  try  to  get  him  a  good  position,  and  later  see  him 
from  time  to  time  to  keep  him  up  to  it.  The  priest  had 
ended  his  sympathetic  advice  by  giving  the  wife  $5  and  by 
asking  her  to  keep  him  in  touch  with  the  situation. 

A  few  weeks  later,  by  the  advice  of  the  priest,  the  husband 
was  allowed  to  return  to  his  home,  and  has  since  been  doing 
well,  the  Social  Worker  still  continuing  her  friendly  interest. 

6995.  A  young  wife,  coming  to  us  with  what  seemed  at 
the  office  to  be  a  valid  appeal  for  separate  support  from  an 
abusive  and  non-supporting  husband,  was  visited  by  the  So¬ 
cial  Secretary  at  her  home,  and  the  husband  was  also  given  a 
chance  to  tell  his  side  of  the  story.  He  was  a  motorman,  earn¬ 
ing  $12  a  week,  and  money  which  might  have  been  spent  for 
the  home  had  to  go  to  replace  his  worn  clothing,  which  the 
wife  would  not  mend,  the  road  requiring  its  employees  to  be 
tidily  dressed.  The  wife  bought  her  own  and  the  child’s  clothes 
ready-made,  often  on  the  instalment  plan,  and  acknowledged 
that  money  given  her  by  the  husband  for  the  house  went  for 
perfumery  and  trifles. 

Add  to  the  financial  difficulties  violent  tempers  of  both 
husband  and  wife,  and  the  mother’s  proneness  to  hard  and 
useless  flogging  of  the  child,  not  yet  three  years  old,  and  it 
becomes  clear  that  legal  proceedings  alone  cannot  cure  the 
trouble,  and  that  the  Social  Worker  has  to  deal  with  a  case 
well-nigh  hopeless. 

William  Sabine, 

Counsel. 


REPORT  OF  SOCIAL  SECRETARY. 


I  believe  that  there  are  very  few  of  the  twelve  hundred 
odd  cases  with  which  we  have  been  concerned  this  year  in 
which  our  clients  have  been  sent  empty  away.  Where  these 
are  classified  in  our  statistics  as  “Not  warranting  further  effort,” 
or  “Investigated,  No  Merit,”  though  they  have  taken  much 
time  with  little  visible  result,  still  the  client  has  often  ac¬ 
quired  a  better  idea  of  the  common  sense  of  the  law  and  of 
his  own  business  relations  and  responsibilities. 

I  believe  that  definite  effort  should  be  made  to  make  our 
existence  more  widely  known.  In  visiting  several  furniture 
stores  recently,  to  buy  furniture  for  my  new  room,  I  found  at 
every  shop,  without  exception,  that  the  Legal  Aid  Society  was 
utterly  unknown,  and  I  had  to  answer  many  eager  questions 
about  our  work.  It  might  be  expected  at  first  sight  that  we 
would  be  widely  advertised  by  our  old  clients.  But  this  is 
not  so.  A  large  majority  of  those  who  are  classified  in  our 
statistics  as  sent  by  former  clients  are  former  clients  them¬ 
selves  returning  for  other  advice,  and  not  others  who  have  been 
sent  by  them.  Poor  people  are  very  reticent  about  their 
affairs.  When  a  woman  seeking  a  separate  maintenance  decree 
gives  me  the  names  of  witnesses  who  know  her  well  and  will 
testify  in  her  behalf,  the  witnesses  again  and  again  gladly 
acknowledge  friendship  with  the  plaintiff,  but  know  by  hearsay 
only,  if  at  all,  that  she  was  distressed  in  her  marriage  relation. 
And,  after  the  decree  is  granted,  I  doubt  if  its  existence  is  known 
beyond  a  very  small  circle  who  may  themselves  never  hear 
what  Counsel  took  care  of  the  prosecution.  In  cases  of  claims 
for  wages,  where  a  factory  employer  is  a  scamp  or  else  a  bank¬ 
rupt,  we  have  never  had  more  than  two  of  the  many  dis- 
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tressed  employees  apply  here,  and  in  most  cases  only  one.  We 
cannot  look  for  much  advertisement  from  former  clients. 

Regarding  our  clients  in  separate  support  proceedings, 
the  law  helps  them  little  when  they  most  need  help.  It 
assists  chiefly  the  well-to-do,  whose  husbands  have  visible 
estate  or  income.  The  new  Supreme  Court  decision  keeps 
all  separate  support  cases,  once  entered  in  their  Probate  Court, 
permanently  there  until  the  decree  is  formally  revoked.  If 
there  is  no  cause  to  revoke  the  decree,  the  Criminal  Court  with 
its  Probation  Officer  will  not  intervene,  and  the  wife’s  only 
consolation,  as  she  toils  on  through  weary  days  and  wearier 
years,  is  to  have  her  husband  summoned  ever  and  anon  to  a 
short  prison  penalty  for  contempt  of  court,  while  never  a  penny 
comes  her  way  to  lighten  her  burden.  There  must  some  better 
way  be  found  to  deal  with  the  abusive  and  non-supporting  and 
non-working  husband. 

Of  special  concern  to  your  Social  Worker  are  the  cases  of 
bastardy.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  we  have  in  this 
country  no  available  knowledge  of  the  after-history  of  the 
man,  woman,  and  child  concerned.  In  Germany,  notably, 
the  subsequent  history  of  the  mother  and  child  has  been  care¬ 
fully  studied  and  important  conclusions  deduced.  We  work 
in  ignorance  and  almost  without  any  consistent  guiding  prin¬ 
ciple.  If  the  interest  of  the  child  in  its  rearing  through  help¬ 
less  years  is  the  chief  issue,  every  case  should  be  pushed  to  the 
uttermost,  and  money  safeguarded  to  that  end,  no  matter  how 
far  the  mother  has  sunk  in  degeneracy  and  no  matter  where 
the  chief  blame  should  fall.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  our  clients 
in  bastardy  proceedings  are  on  the  border  line  of  moral  irrespon¬ 
sibility  and  feeble-mindedness,  and  I  believe  the  State,  on 
whom  the  burden  of  supporting  the  child  may  eventually  rest, 
should  take  upon  itself  those  prosecutions  which  now  fall  un¬ 
satisfactorily  to  our  lot. 

Alice  W.  Palmer, 

Social  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  COUNSEL  IN  CHARGE  OF 


BRANCH  OFFICE* 

1910-11. 


The  Branch  Office  was  opened  in  February,  1907,  in  the 
rooms  furnished  by  the  Salvation  Army  in  the  People's  Palace. 
Clients  continue  to  come  there  for  advice  and  assistance  from 
the  South  End,  but  the  applications  are  not  confined  to  that 
quarter  of  the  city,  and  come  sometimes  from  cities  and  towns 
some  distance  from  Boston.  The  total  number  of  new  applica¬ 
tions  received  during  the  past  year  is  somewhat  in  excess  of 
the  number  handled  in  previous  years. 


Total  Number  of  Applications . 254 

Male . 53 

Female . 201 

^54 

New  Applications . 126 

Applications  were  referred  to  the  office  by: — 

Salvation  Army . 21 

Other  Charitable  Organizations . 26 

Former  Clients  .  5 

All  Others .  2 

Unknown  Sources . 72 

126 

Cases  in  Court .  15 

Disposed  of .  10 
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Financial  Statement. 


Balance  on  Hand  Nov.  1,  1910,  including  Reserve 


Fund  of  $100 . 

$245.11 

Total  Receipts  to  Nov.  1,  1911  . 

868.32 

$1,113.43 

Total  Expenditures . 

960.44 

Balance  on  Hand  Nov.  1,  1911 

$152.99 

Sums  collected  for  Clients  . 

$864.82 

Sums  paid  over  to  Clients  .  . 
Accident  Cases . 

$301.26 

767.63 

Wages . 

19.57 

Claims  for  Money  due  .  .  . 

72.50 

Settlement  of  Estates  .  .  . 
Separate  Support  of  Married 

90.00 

Women . 

50.00 

Insurance . 

234.30 

$767.63 

An  account  of  some  of  the  cases  follows: — 

S.  This  client  was  referred  to  the  office  by  the  Salvation 
Army.  Riding  in  an  electric  car  which  was  in  a  collision 
with  another  car,  she  received  a  few  bruises  and  a  severe  shak¬ 
ing  up.  She  did  not  consider  her  injuries  at  all  serious,  but 
some  time  after  the  accident  complained  of  pain  in  her  side 
and  inability  to  sleep.  She  went  to  a  physician,  who  reported 
that  she  had  been  injured  in  the  collision.  Counsel  put  in 
a  claim  for  her,  and  the  street  railway  company  requested 
permission  to  have  their  doctor  make  a  physical  examination. 
This  was  granted,  and  some  time  after  his  report  was  returned 
the  company  agreed  with  Counsel  on  a  reasonable  settlement, 
$100.  The  Society’s  charge  was  $10. 
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C.  Applicant  was  an  unmarried  woman  past  middle  life, 
and  poor  in  health  as  well  as  in  purse.  An  unmarried  sister 
died,  leaving  a  will  in  which  she  left  most  of  her  small  estate 
to  Catholic  charities.  They  were  worthy  charities  in  need  of 
assistance,  but  applicant  had  nothing  and  was  very  much  in 
need  of  help.  She  was  cut  off  by  the  will.  Counsel  at  once 
entered  an  appearance  in  the  Probate  Court  to  contest  the 
will,  and  endeavored  to  secure  evidence.  The  result  was  a 
compromise  agreement  entered  into  between  each  of  the 
worthy  Catholic  charities,  the  executor  named  in  the  will, 
and  the  applicant,  by  which  it  was  agreed  she  should  receive 
a  small  sum  from  each  charitable  society  out  of  its  legacy. 
Counsel  then  withdrew  all  opposition,  and  the  will  was  allowed. 
Applicant  was  paid  $100,  which  was  a  large  sum  to  a  woman 
in  her  circumstances.  The  Society's  charge  was  $10. 

R.  This  case  was  referred  to  Counsel  by  one  of  the  court 
•stenographers.  Applicant,  a  young  man  with  a  family,  worked 
in  the  furnace-room  of  a  factory  where  molten  iron  was  taken 
from  a  pot  and  poured  into  moulds.  His  story  was  that  he 
was  not  told  that  on  frosty  days,  if  the  mould  was  not  first 
heated,  it  would  sometimes  explode  when  the  hot  metal  was 
poured  into  it.  His  mould  did  explode,  and  some  of  the  hot 
molten  iron  struck  his  eye  and  injured  the  eyeball.  Counsel 
brought  suit  against  the  company,  and,  as  usual,  the  insurance 
company  having  charge  of  the  case  denied  any  liability.  After 
some  delay,  however,  Counsel  brought  about  a  settlement, 
receiving  for  client  $105. 

H.  This  matter  was  referred  to  Counsel  by  one  of  the  super¬ 
intendents  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind.  X,  a  retired 
physician,  who  had  lost  his  eyesight  and  was  living  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  became  entitled  to  $2,000 
insurance  upon  the  death  of  his  wife.  His  story  was  that  one 
of  the  officials  of  the  town  undertook  for  him  to  collect  the  in¬ 
surance  money,  settle  bills,  and  pay  over  to  him  the  balance. 
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He  had  signed  what  he  thought  was  a  power  of  attorney  for 
this  purpose,  but  long  afterwards  learned  that  the  paper  ,he  had 
actually  signed  was  a  petition  to  the  Probate  Court,  consenting 
to  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  for  him  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  a  drunkard  and  a  spendthrift.  The  town  official  had 
collected  the  insurance,  paid  the  bills,  and  given  X  small 
sums  from  time  to  time,  and  had  rendered  no  account  and  would 
not  explain  matters  to  X.  The  guardian  was  finally  forced 
after  long  negotiation  to  make  a  settlement  by  which  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  property  was  turned  over  to  X. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  R.  Scott, 

Counsel  in  charge  of  South  End  Branch . 


BEQUESTS  (J9J0-IJ). 

Estate  of  Joseph  G.  Dalton,  by  Augustus  P.  Loring . $250.00 


LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Augustus  Hemenway.  Francis  W.  Hunnewell. 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks. 


SUBSCRIBERS  AND  MEMBERS. 

[Payment  of  $10  constitutes  the  contributor  a  member  for  one  year.] 

Choate,  Hall  &  Stewart  .  $100.00  W.  P.  Blake .  $20.00 

Gaston,  Snow  &  Salton-  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer  .  .  .  20.00 

stall .  100.00  Frederick  P.  Cabot  .  .  .  20.00 

Storey,  Thorndike,  Palmer  B.  Preston  Clark  ....  20.00 

&  Dodge  .  100.00  J.  H.  Clark .  20.00 

Tyler  &  Young .  100.00  Frederic  Cunningham  .  .  20.00 

Warner,  Warner  &  Stack-  Mrs.  C.  P.  Curtis  ....  20.00 

pole .  100.00  Hon.  Frederic  Dodge  .  .  20.00 

Whipple,  Sears  &  Ogden  .  100.00  James  G.  Freeman  .  .  .  20.00 

Fish,  Richardson,  Herrick  Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  .  .  20.00 

&  Neave .  75.00  Charles  P.  Greenough  .  .  20.00 

Hurlburt,  Jones  &  Cabot .  50.00  Arthur  D.  Hill .  20.00 

Boyden,  Palfrey,  Bradlee  Elmer  P.  Howe .  20.00 

&  Twombly .  25.00  Henry  S.  Howe .  20.00 

Warren,  Garfield,  White-  Walter  Hunnewell  .  .  .  20.00 

side  &  Lamson  ....  25.00  Charles  Jackson  ....  20.00 

Nathaniel  T.  Kidder  .  .  100.00  William  V.  Kellen  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  Henry  S.  Russell  .  .  100.00  Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  .  20.00 

Mrs.  James  Barr  Ames  .  25.00  L.  C.  Kimball .  20.00 

William  Endicott,  Jr.  .  .  25.00  H.  A.  Lamb .  20.00 

F.  G.  Webster .  25.00  George  V.  Leverett  .  .  .  20.00 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett  .  20.00  Augustus  P.  Loring  .  .  .  20.00 

E.  Pierson  Beebe  ....  20.00  Thornton  K.  Lothrop  .  .  20.00 
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Arthur  T.  Lyman  .  .  . 

$20.00 

P.  C.  Brooks . 

$10.00 

Laurence  Minot  .  .  . 

20.00 

Walter  N.  Buffum  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley, 

20.00 

Miss  Ellen  T.  Bullard  .  . 

10.00 

Grenville  H.  Nor  cross  . 

20.00 

Harry  L.  Burrage  .... 

10.00 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood  . 

20.00 

Arthur  T.  Cabot  .... 

10.00 

Frank  E.  Peabody  .  . 

20.00 

Louis  Cabot . 

10.00 

Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Walter  C.  Cabot  .  . 

10.00 

Charles  S.  Rackemann  . 

20.00 

Horace  D.  Chapin  .  .  . 

10.00 

Winthrop  Sargent  .  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Channing  Clapp  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Sharp  .  .  . 

20.00 

Louis  M.  Clark . 

10.00 

Henry  L.  Shattuck  .  . 

20.00 

Alexander  Cochrane  .  .  . 

10.00 

Charles  B.  Southard 

20.00 

Charles  R.  Codman  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole  . 

20.00 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

10.00 

George  Wigglesworth  . 

20.00 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Coolidge  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Dalton 

15.00 

Harold  J.  Coolidge  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Hannah  M.  Edwards, 

15.00 

William  H.  Coolidge  .  . 

10.00 

J.  T.  Morse,  Jr.  ... 

15.00 

Hon.  G.  G.  Crocker  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Emma  Rodman  . 

15.00 

George  U.  Crocker  .  .  . 

10.00 

Edwin  Hale  Abbot  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby  .  . 

10.00 

Hon.  C.  F.  Adams  .  . 

10.00 

Allen  Curtis . 

10.00 

Edward  B.  Adams  .  . 

10.00 

Charles  P.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

C.  W.  Amory  .... 

10.00 

Miss  Frances  G.  Curtis  . 

10.00 

Edward  R.  Andrews 

10.00 

H.  G.  Curtis . 

10.00 

Gen.  F.  H.  Appleton  . 

10.00 

Miss  Harriot  S.  Curtis  .  . 

10.00 

E.  F.  Atkins . 

10.00 

James  F.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

Robert  Shaw  Barlow  . 

10.00 

Lawrence  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

C.  B.  Barnes,  Jr.  .  .  . 

10.00 

Louis  Curtis . 

10.00 

Francis  Bartlett  .  .  . 

10.00 

Richard  H.  Dana  .... 

10.00 

Boylston  A.  Beal  .  .  . 

10.00 

*Samuel  B.  Dana  .... 

10.00 

Thomas  P.  Beal  .  .  . 

10.00 

Harrison  M.  Davis  .  .  . 

10.00 

Samuel  C.  Bennett  .  . 

10.00 

Philip  Dexter . 

10.00 

A.  S.  Bigelow  .... 

10.00 

Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake  . 

10.00 

Robert  G.  Dodge  .... 

10.00 

J.  A.  L.  Blake  .... 

10.00 

Hon.  Eben  S.  Draper  .  . 

10.00 

John  A.  Blanchard  .  . 

10.00 

Ellis  L.  Dresel . 

10.00 

Miss  S.  H.  Blanchard  . 

10.00 

Miss  Phoebe  P.  Edwards  . 

10.00 

Edward  E.  Blodgett 

10.00 

Charles  F.  Fairbanks  .  . 

10.00 

William  Blodgett  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Fish 

10.00 

C.  P.  Bowditch  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 

10.00 

Roland  W.  Boyden  .  . 

10.00 

J.  Murray  Forbes  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Freeman  . 

10.00 

L.  D.  Brandeis  .... 

10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  French  .  .  . 

10.00 

William  Brewster  .  .  . 

10.00 

“A  friend”  . 

10.00 

*  Deceased. 
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“A  friend”  S .  $10.00 


C.  L.  Gagnebin .  10.00 

Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  .  10.00 

William  A.  Gaston  .  .  .  10.00 

Lyman  Gibbs .  10.00 

John  C.  Gray .  10.00 

Miss  Mary  C.  Gray  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Reginald  Gray  .  .  10.00 

Roland  Gray .  10.00 

*Francis  B.  Greene  .  .  .  10.00 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Edward  S.  Grew  .  .  10.00 

E.  A.  Grozier  .  10.00 

“A.  L.  H  ”  10.00 

F.  L.  Higginson  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Hill .  10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Hemenway,  10.00 

Theodore  Hoague  ....  10.00 

T.  C.  Hollander .  10.00 

Robert  Homans  ....  10.00 

C.  E.  Hubbard .  10.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell  .  10.00 

Miss  Jane  B.  Hunnewell  .  10.00 

Francis  Welles  Hunne¬ 
well,  2d .  10.00 

Edward  W.  Hutchins  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Anna  P.  Jackson  .  .  10.00 

Charles  C.  Jackson  ...  10.00 

Miss  Marion  C.  Jackson  .  10.00 

Henry  James,  Jr .  10.00 

Charles  P.  Jaynes  ....  10.00 

Dr.  George  G.  Kennedy  .  10.00 

David  P.  Kimball  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Helen  F.  Kimball  .  10.00 

Otis  Kimball .  10.00 

William  B.  Lawrence  .  .  10.00 

Elliot  C.  Lee .  10.00 

Joseph  Lee .  10.00 

Roland  C.  Lincoln  .  .  .  10.00 

The  Misses  Loring  .  .  .  10.00 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr.  10.00 

*Hon.  Francis  C.  Lowell  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Francis  C.  Lowell  .  10.00 


James  A.  Lowell  .... 

$10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Mann  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman 

10.00 

John  F.  Moors . 

10.00 

Mrs.  John  H.  Morison 

10.00 

*  Godfrey  Morse  .... 

10.00 

Charles  A.  Morss  .... 

10.00 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr.  . 

10.00 

James  M.  Newell  .... 

10.00 

Hon.  Richard  Olney  .  . 

10.00 

B.  W.  Palmer . 

10.00 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker  . 

10.00 

Miss  Mary  R.  Parkman  . 

10.00 

Hon.  James  P.  Parmenter, 

10.00 

Gen.  Francis  Peabody,  Jr. 

10.00 

Edward  C.  Perkins  .  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  G.  Pickering  .  .  . 

10.00 

Dudley  L.  Pickman  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Henrietta  M.  Pierce, 

10.00 

Wallace  L.  Pierce  .... 

10.00 

Preston  Player . 

10.00 

*George  Putnam  .... 

10.00 

Felix  Rackemann  .... 

10.00 

Arnold  A.  Rand  .... 

10.00 

Frank  W.  Remick  .  .  . 

10.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson  .  . 

10.00 

Alfred  L.  Ripley  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell  . 

10.00 

William  Sabine . 

10.00 

Robert  Saltonstall  .  .  . 

10.00 

George  A.  Sawyer  .  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  Sayles . 

10.00 

L.  L.  Scaife . 

10.00 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt  .  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  R.  Scott . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull  .  .  . 

10.00 

Francis  B.  Sears  .... 

10.00 

William  R.  Sears  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  .... 

10.00 

Francis  Skinner  .... 

10.00 

Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith  .  . 

10.00 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Sohier  . 

10.00 

*  Deceased. 
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Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier  .  .  $10.00 

Dr.  F.  P.  Sprague  .  .  .  10.00 

Daniel  Stoddard  ....  10.00 

Richard  Stone .  10.00 

Moorfield  Storey  ....  10.00 

I.  Homer  Sweetser  .  .  .  10.00 

Henry  W.  Swift  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Wilson  Taintor  10.00 

Giles  Taintor .  10.00 

Col.  Charles  H.  Taylor  .  10.00 

Ezra  R.  Thayer  ....  10.00 

William  G.  Thompson  .  .  10.00 

J.  L.  Thorndike  ....  10.00 

*S.  Lothrop  Thorndike  .  10.00 

Lawrence  Tucker  ....  10.00 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman  .  10.00 

Miss  Susan  Upham  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Van  Brunt  .  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Wadsworth  .  10.00 

Charles  C.  Walker  ...  10.00 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Mary  Lee  Ware  .  .  10.00 

J.  B.  Warner .  10.00 


Bentley  W.  Warren  .  .  .  $10.00 

Paul  Barron  Watson  .  .  10.00 

Arthur  S.  Webster  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  F.  Wentworth,  10.00 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Weston  .  10.00 

Robert  D.  Weston  .  .  .  10.00 

William  F.  Wharton  .  .  .  10.00 

Henry  Wheeler .  10.00 

Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  White  ....  10.00 

Alexander  Whiteside  .  .  10.00 

C.  A.  Williams .  10.00 

Henry  Bigelow  Williams  .  10.00 

John  D.  Williams  ....  10.00 

Moses  Williams  ....  10.00 

Ralph  B.  Williams  .  .  .  10.00 

Robert  Winsor .  10.00 

Dr.  David  W.  Cheever  .  5.00 

Miss  Catherine  S.  Codman  5.00 

Miss  Margaret  Curtis  .  .  5.00 

“A  friend”  .  5.00 

Boyd  B.  Jones .  5.00 

Anonymous .  2.00 


*  Deceased. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOSTON  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY, 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Charles  B.  Southard. 


Frederic  Cunningham. 


Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard, 

10  Tremont  Street. 


Secretary. 

Albert  F.  Bigelow, 

84  State  Street. 


Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
Charles  B.  Southard. 
Robert  D.  Weston. 

<  Horatio  A.  Lamb. 


Directors. 

Charles  S.  Rackemann. 
Arthur  D.  Hill. 

C.  L.  De  Normandie.  X, 
Richard  W.  Hale. 
Harold  J.  Coolidge. 


MAIN  OFFICE, 

39  Court  Street. 

Telephone,  Fort  Hill  2746. 

BRANCH  OFFICE, 

6  East  Brookline  Street. 

Richard  H.  Wiswall,  Counsel. 
Alice  W.  Palmer,  Social  Secretary. 


EXTRACT  FROM  CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be  known 
in  law  is  “The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal 
aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons 
who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty,  are 
unable  to  procure  it. 


DIRECTORS’  REPORT. 


Generous  contributions  from  twenty-seven  of  the  principal 
law  firms  in  Boston  and  from  its  friends  have  enabled  the 
Boston  Legal  Aid  Society  to  increase  the  salaries  of  its  Coun¬ 
sel  and  working  force.  It  is  now  efficiently  equipped  for  the 
handling  of  its  present  work,  which  requires  not  only  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  law  and  the  ability  to  try  cases,  but  patience, 
detailed  investigation,  and  tact.  While  it  is  prepared  to  de¬ 
vote  time,  energy,  and  money  in  rendering  legal  aid  to  the 
poor,  yet  it  must  first  appear  that  our  client  has  an  honest 
and  worthy  cause,  and  we  have  for  the  past  year  and  a  half 
employed  the  services  of  an  experienced  and  skilled  social 
worker  to  investigate  the  honesty  and  worthiness  of  all  cases 
not  already  investigated  by  some  other  responsible  person. 

The  following  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Society’s 
officers  and  staff  since  Nov.  1,  1911: — 

On  Feb.  25,  1912,  Mr.  C.  L.  De  Normandie  resigned  as  Sec¬ 
retary  after  twelve  years  of  service.  It  was  with  great  regret 
that  the  Directors  accepted  the  resignation  of  one  of  its  officers 
who  had  served  the  Society  so  generously  and  faithfully  for  so 
many  years. 

On  July  1,  1912,  our  Counsel,  Mr.  William  Sabine,  resigned 
his  position  after  two  years  of  efficient  and  conscientious  ser¬ 
vice,  and  Mr.  Richard  H.  Wiswall  was  duly  elected  Counsel 
to  succeed  him.  Mr.  Wiswall  has  had  valuable  training  in 
the  office  of  Hill,  Barlow  &  Homans,  and  has  already  shown 
himself  well  qualified  to  undertake  the  work  of  the  Society. 

After  consultation  with  Mr.  Henry  R.  Scott,  Counsel  in 
charge  of  the  branch  office  at  the  Salvation  Army,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  after  July  1,  1912,  the  work  of  this  office  could  be 


6 


more  economically  handled  by  the  main  office.  This  change, 
unfortunately,  caused  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  has 
so  successfully  carried  on  his  work  for  the  last  five  years  and 
a  half. 

The  working  force  at  the  main  office  now  consists  of  Mr. 
Wiswall,  as  Counsel,  an  Associate  Counsel,  who  shares  with 
Mr.  Wiswall  the  salary  paid  by  the  Society,  two  assistants,  a 
Social  Secretary,  and  a  stenographer. 

The  Second  Annual  Convention  of  Legal  Aid  Societies  in 
the  United  States  was  held  in  New  York  on  the  15th  and  16th  of 
November.  Our  Counsel,  Mr.  Wiswall,  and  our  ex-Secretary, 
Mr.  Henry  James,  Jr.,  were  present  at  the  conferences,  and  Mr. 
Wiswall  read  a  paper  entitled  “  Should  Legal  Aid  Societies  en¬ 
tertain  Tort  Actions  for  Personal  Injuries?” 

The  attention  of  the  members  is  particularly  called  to  the 
reports  of  our  Counsel  and  Social  Secretary,  where  the  ab¬ 
stracts  of  a  few  of  our  cases  give  a  good  idea  of  the  general 
nature  of  our  work. 

For  the  Directors, 

Albert  F.  Bigelow, 

Secretary. 
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COUNSEL'S  REPORT* 

From  Nov.  1,  1911,  to  Oct.  31,  1912. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boston  Legal 
Aid  Society: 

The  past  business  year  of  the  Society  has  seen  several  changes 
in  the  Counsel’s  office.  The  resignation  of  Mr.  Sabine  on 
July  1,  together  with  that  of  his  two  assistants,  made  nec¬ 
essary  a  complete  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  Counsel,  who 
have  been  trying,  in  the  four  months  during  which  they  have 
been  associated  with  this  office,  to  familiarize  themselves  with 
the  pending  cases  and  to  study  the  problems  confronted  in 
the  work. 

There  are  now,  in  place  of  the  former  Counsel,  two  lawyers 
in  charge.  As  far  as  is  possible,  the  work  is  divided  between 
them  according  to  classification  of  cases,  Mr.  Claffin  handling 
chiefly  such  work  as  is  done  within  the  office,  such  as  draw¬ 
ing  instruments  and  probate  matters,  and  Mr.  Wiswall  doing 
the  court  work  and  taking  charge  of  contract  and  tort  claims. 
Although  this  division  of  work  is  not  adhered  to  with  absolute 
strictness,  it  is  apparently  working  out  very  well,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  by  frequent  contact  with  cases  of  the  same  char¬ 
acter  each  Counsel  may  become  more  efficient  in  dealing  with 
the  problems  presented  by  these  cases. 

Another  change  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  consolidation 
of  the  work  of  the  Salvation  Army  Branch  with  that  of  the 
Main  Office.  One  of  the  assistants  holds  an  office  hour  one 
evening  each  week  at  the  People’s  Palace  on  Washington 
Street,  where  persons  are  interviewed  and  given  advice.  Such 
cases  as  require  further  attention  are  brought  into  the  Main 
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Office  and  are  handled  on  the  same  basis  as  the  cases  which 
originated  there. 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  different  sources  from 
which  all  new  cases  have  come  to  the  Society  during  the  past 
year : — 

1911  1912 

1.  Lawyers .  55  75 

2.  Private  Individuals  and  Unknown .  243  278 

3.  Organized  Charities  and  Churches .  277  227 

4.  Doctors  and  Medical  Institutions  ......  6  10 

5.  Administrative  Officials  and  Police .  77  95 

6.  Bar  Association  and  Court-house  Officials  .  .  110  145 

7.  Other  Legal  Aid  Societies .  11  6 

8.  Former  Clients .  209  205 


Total .  988  1,041 

Below  is  given  a  table  classifying  the  same  cases  showing 
the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  for  compari¬ 
son: — 

1911  1912 

1.  Wages .  98  126 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages .  25  30 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers .  46  63 

4.  Domestic  Relations .  268  258 

5.  Bastardy .  33  27 

6.  Landlord  and  Tenant .  33  46 

7.  Estate  of  Deceased  Person . '  .  .  49  42 

8.  Tort .  62  84 

9.  Claims  for  Money,  Plaintiff .  96  116 

10.  Claims  for  Money,  Defendant .  107  77 

11.  Cases  as  to  Property .  95  96 

12.  Criminal  Cases . 16  18 

13.  Insane,  etc .  11  11 

14.  Instruments .  49  47 


Total .  988  1,041 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  tables  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  cases  over  last  year.  Taking 
into  consideration,  however,  the  fact  that  this  total  includes 
the  cases  which  have  come  to  the  Salvation  Army  Branch  since 
its  consolidation  with  the  Main  Office  on  July  1,  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  there  is  any  real  increase  shown  in  the  total  number  of 
cases  brought  in  during  the  current  year. 

Counsel  have  had  the  opportunity  to  compare  the  work 
done  by  this  Society  with  the  work  of  Legal  Aid  Societies 
in  other  cities,  and  it  is  their  belief  that,  by  reason  of  a  lack 
of  a  wider  general  knowledge  of  the  Society  and  its  work  in 
the  community,  the  extent  of  its  work  is  not  so  great  as  could 
reasonably  be  hoped  for  in  a  city  as  large  as  Boston.  In  the 
opinion  of  Counsel  it  would  be  a  great  help  in  widening  the 
field  of  the  Society’s  work  to  formulate  some  definite  plan 
in  the  near  future  by  which  the  work  and  purpose  of  the  Society 
could  be  given  greater  publicity. 

During  the  four  months  that  the  present  Counsel  have  been 
in  charge  it  has,  of  course,  been  impossible  for  them  to  have 
recognized,  much  less  solved,  all  the  problems  of  the  work  of 
the  Counsel’s  office.  There  are,  however,  two  kinds  of  cases 
which  present  great  difficulties. 

The  first  of  these  arises  when  a  client  brings  in  a  summons 
served  on  him  because  of  some  small  sum  due  from  him  for 
rent  or  groceries.  He  admits  that  he  owes  the  money  or  part 
of  it,  but  through  neglect  or  inability  to  pay  he  has  never  dis¬ 
charged  the  debt.  The  case  for  the  plaintiff  is  often  handled 
by  some  collection  agency  or  unscrupulous  lawyer  whose 
interest  it  is  to  get  a  judgment  rather  than  to  accept  small 
payments  in  settlement,  because  of  the  court  costs  which 
accompany  a  judgment  and  which  go  into  the  pocket  of  the 
lawyer.  Accordingly,  unless  the  client  is  in  a  position  to 
tender  in  court  the  amount  due,  he  is  likely  to  face  a  judgment 
with  costs,  often  more  than  the  debt,  and  the  consequent 
Poor  Debtor  proceedings  or  possible  arrest.  In  such  cases 
there  is  but  little  that  can  be  done  for  the  client  if  the  creditor 
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sees  any  chance  of  collecting  his  bill,  except  to  make  sure  that 
the  court  costs  are  kept  within  the  limits  of  the  law.  In  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  client  has  only  himself  to  blame  for 
his  situation,  and  the  task  of  Counsel  is  not  simply  to  extricate 
him  from  his  present  difficulty,  but  to  guard  against  the  future 
in  impressing  upon  him  most  strongly  the  folly  of  letting  an 
account  slide  until  he  has  been  compelled  to  seek  legal  advice 
by  finding  himself  in  court.  It  is  rare  that  a  bill  cannot  be 
settled  satisfactorily  to  both  parties  by  an  arrangement  made 
directly  with  the  creditor  for  payment  in  instalments;  but, 
once  the  bill  is  in  the  hands  of  a  lawyer  and  action  has  been 
started,  the  costs  increase  with  hopeless  rapidity. 

The  other  ^problems  are  in  connection  with  non-support 
cases.  These  demand  a  larger  amount  of  the  work  and  time 
of  the  Counsel  and  Social  Worker  than  any  other  kind  of  claims 
which  come  to  the  office.  These  cases  require  very  careful  in¬ 
vestigation.  A  complaining  wife  often  loses  her  zeal  after  the 
Society  has  spent  much  time  on  the  case,  and  refuses  to  ap¬ 
pear  against  her  husband  when  the  matter  comes  up  for  a 
hearing.  Worst  of  all,  the  procedure  in  these  cases  is  most 
ineffective.  The  Probate  Court  method  is  as  slow  and  cum¬ 
bersome  as  ever,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  enforce  a 
decree  for  the  payment  of  money  to  the  wife,  against  a 
man  who  is  not  afraid  of  a  citation  for  contempt.  The  pro¬ 
cedure  in  the  Police  Court,  under  the  new  act  by  which  a 
man  can  be  arrested  and  jailed  for  non-support  and  under 
which  the  court  can  order  a  payment  to  the  wife  by  the 
prison  authorities  of  50  cents  a  day  while  he  is  working  out 
his  sentence,  is  not  proving  in  practice  quite  as  satisfactory 
as  it  was  hoped,  although  it  is  much  preferable  to  the  Probate 
procedure  in  cases  where  the  elements  of  abuse  and  drunken¬ 
ness  do  not  make  a  separation  desirable.  The  Police  Courts 
generally  now  take  jurisdiction  of  cases  which  have  formerly 
been  in  the  Probate  Court,  and  this  makes  it  possible  to  obtain 
a  legal  separation  in  the  Probate  Court,  and  resort  to  the 
Police  Courts  for  a  more  effective  method  of  enforcing  the 
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husband’s  duty  to  support  his  wife.  The  fact,  however,  that 
a  man  arrested  for  non-support  is  always  placed  on  probation, 
and  is  given  chance  after  chance  to  make  his  payments  before 
he  is  committed,  lessens  the  effectiveness  of  the  procedure; 
and  the  fact  that,  if  the  officers  of  the  jail  to  which  the  man  is 
finally  committed  certify  that  there  is  no  work  for  him  to  do, 
the  payment  of  the  50  cents  per  day  is  avoided,  which  nulli¬ 
fies  to  a  large  extent  the  value  of  this  recent  legislation.  If 
this  loop-hole  in  the  act  could  be  filled,  and  if,  in  proper 
cases,  a  little  more  rigor  could  be  exercised  in  dealing  with 
men  on  probation  or  under  suspended  sentence  for  non¬ 
support,  it  could  be  safely  said  that  the  deserted  or  ne¬ 
glected  wife  is  now  in  a  better  position  than  formerly  to 
force  her  delinquent  husband  to  support  her. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  Counsel  have  appeared  in  court 
and  the  division  of  these  cases  among  the  various  courts  are 


shown  by  the  following  table: — 

1911  1912 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston .  49  47 

Municipal  Court,  Other  Boston  Districts .  8  6 

Police  or  District  Courts,  Outside  Boston . 11  9 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County .  47  27 

Probate  Court,  Other  Counties . 14  15 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County . 27  19 

Superior  Court,  Other  Counties .  5  1 

Supreme  Judicial  Court .  1  0 

United  States  District  Court .  4  4 

United  States  Circuit  Court .  0  0 

Land  Court .  2  0 


Total . 168  128 
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The  disposal  of  cases  during  the  past  year  is  as  follows  as 
compared  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  year: — 


Referred  to  Other  Society  or  Attorney  .  .  .  . 

Drew  Instrument . 

Advice  Only . 

Prosecuted  in  Court  and  defeated . 

Settlement . 

Obtained  Desired  Relief  by  Suit  or  Otherwise  . 
Lapsed  for  Lack  of  Prosecution  by  Client  .  . 

No  Further  Effort  warranted . 

Investigated,  No  Merit . 

No  Case  on  Client’s  Statement . 

Able  to  employ  Counsel . 

Dismissed ;  had  Another  Lawyer . 

Divorce  Questions . 

Criminal  Cases . 

Total . 


1911 

1912 

22 

56 

8 

3 

206 

159 

12 

10 

52 

50 

150 

232 

106 

162 

187 

263 

80 

93 

41 

50 

1 

4 

30 

38 

20 

11 

11 

2 

926 

1,133 

There  follows  an  abstract  of  a  few  cases  dealt  with  during 
the  past  year: — 

7535.  Applicant  sold  candy  on  commission  basis  for  a  firm 
in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and  claimed  that  he  was  owed  $20.75.  The 
firm  in  answer  to  a  request  for  payment  denied  all  liability,  but 
Counsel,  being  satisfied  that  applicant  was  entitled  to  this 
amount,  ascertained  that  the  Brooklyn  firm  was  owed  a  bill 
by  a  large  grocery  house  in  this  city.  This  account  was  trus¬ 
teed,  and  a  suit  entered.  Whereupon  the  defendant  not  only 
paid  the  amount  claimed  with  interest,  but  also  costs. 

7571.  Applicant  about  seven  years  ago  had  obtained  an 
order  from  the  Probate  Court  for  the  payment  of  $7  a  week 
from  her  husband.  Just  previous  to  this  she  had  obtained  a 
warrant  for  non-support  against  him,  which  was  not  served, 
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as  the  Probate  proceedings  were  then  begun.  The  husband 
left  the  State  shortly  after  the  Probate  order,  and  did  not 
return  until  applicant  came  to  the  office.  She  said  that  her 
husband  had  been  arrested  under  the  old  warrant,  but  the 
judge  refused  to  hear  the  case  on  the  ground  that  the  proper 
proceedings  should  be  by  a  contempt  petition  in  the  Probate 
Court.  Counsel  took  the  question  up  with  the  judge,  and 
referred  him  to  several  cases  dealing  with  the  nature  of  separate 
support  and  non-support,  and  finally  convinced  the  judge  that 
the  warrant  should  issue.  As  a  result,  the  husband  paid  his 
wife  $7  a  week  for  eight  successive  months  when  a  new  ar¬ 
rangement  was  entered  into  through  the  Probation  Officer. 

6625.  An  agent  for  the  Social  Service  Department  at  one  of 
the  large  hospitals  in  the  city  asked  advice  on  the  following 
facts : — 

A  previous  patient  was  expected  to  die  within  two  or  three 
days,  leaving  about  $800  in  industrial  insurance  policies.  Her 
sole  heir  was  a  ten-year-old  daughter,  but  she  also  had  two 
sisters,  who,  it  was  understood,  would  attempt  to  collect  the 
money  under  the  policies.  Counsel  drew  a  will  by  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  which  the  agent  was  appointed  administratrix  and  also 
trustee  for  the  daughter  with  the  privilege  of  spending  the 
money  solely  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  child.  Though  the 
will  when  offered  for  allowance  was  contested  by  one  of  the 
sisters,  her  counsel  was  finally  persuaded  to  withdraw  his 
appearance,  and  the  will  was  allowed.  Ultimately,  the  agent 
was  appointed  trustee  and  the  funds  turned  over  to  her,  thus 
securing  to  the  child  the  benefit  of  the  money  which  otherwise 
she  probably  would  not  have  had. 

7768.  A  poor  woman  living  in  Roxbury,  who  was  about 
to  break  up  housekeeping,  had  two  stoves  for  sale.  A  fur¬ 
niture  dealer  promised  her  $15  for  them,  and  gave  her  $7 
cash,  agreeing  to  give  her  the  balance  the  following  Tuesday. 
When  she  called  for  the  amount,  he  told  her  that  he  had  only 
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promised  her  $7  in  all,  and  that  he  would  not  pay  her  any 
more.  He  also  told  this  same  story  to  our  representative. 
We  therefore  brought  suit  in  the  Municipal  Court,  and  not 
only  recovered  the  $8  due  the  woman,  but  also  $13  costs.  This 
enabled  us  to  pay  the  woman  more  than  the  sum  to  which  she 
was  entitled  and  at  the  same  time  receive  a  substantial  fee 
for  ourselves. 

7961.  A  young  woman  was  employed  at  various  times  by 
a  lawyer,  but  was  never  paid  anything.  Because  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  she  was  afraid  to  bring  suit,  but,  after  continually  trying 
to  induce  him  to  pay  over  the  money,  she  came  to  our  office. 
Although  the  lawyer  promised  our  representative  to  pay,  he 
did  not  do  so,  and  after  considerable  correspondence  we  brought 
suit.  He  permitted  the  case  to  be  defaulted,  and  before  the 
execution  was  issued  came  to  our  office  and  paid  the  bill  with 
costs. 

7841.  A  young  woman,  just  arrived  in  Boston  from  Nova 
Scotia,  was  given  work  as  a  domestic.  The  price  agreed  upon 
was  $4  a  week.  Her  employer  gave  her  small  sums  from  time 
to  time  and  also  a  few  old  clothes,  with  promises  to  pay  her 
the  balance.  After  working  for  eleven  weeks,  she  left,  and 
upon  the  advice  of  an  employment  agency  came  to  us.  The 
employer  claims  that  the  agreement  was  that  the  girl  should 
work  for  her  board  and  a  few  clothes  and  spending  money. 
We  brought  suit,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  trial  settled  the 
case  for  $3  less  than  the  amount  demanded. 

7928  and  7956.  In  these  two  cases  both  parties  occupied 
apartments  in  a  tenement  house,  paying  $12  a  month  each. 
In  the  middle  of  the  month  the  mortgagee  entered  to  fore¬ 
close  the  mortgage.  Both  the  landlord  and  mortgagee  de¬ 
manded  rent  for  that  month.  The  tenants  requested  the 
parties  to  settle  this  among  themselves,  but,  as  they  did  not 
do  so  the  money  was  not  paid  to  any  one.  Some  months 
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later,  the  attorney  for  the  landlord  brought  suit.  Of  course, 
the  money  really  belonged  to  the  mortgagee.  We  entered 
our  appearance  for  the  defendants,  and,  before  the  case  went 
to  trial,  the  landlord  and  mortgagee  came  to  an  agreement 
whereby  the  mortgagee  was  to  receive  the  rent  at  the  rate 
of  $1  per  week,  all  costs  being  paid  by  the  plaintiffs  attorney. 

Richard  H.  Wiswall, 

Counsel. 


REPORT  OF  SOCIAL  SECRETARY. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boston  Legal 
Aid  Society: 

The  Social  Secretary  has  very  little  that  is  new  to  report 
on  the  work  for  her  clients.  The  cases  appeal  to  her  interest 
in  many  ways,  especially  those  needing  no  legal  action,  and 
these  are  many  and  various.  To  mention  briefly  but  three 
out  of  many  types: — 

A  city  missionary  brings  in  a  young  woman  to  be  dissuaded 
in  this  office  from  marrying  a  man  who  on  investigation  proves 
to  be  a  rascal. 

A  slightly  demented  old  woman,  having  applied  to  another 
lawyer  to  make  her  will  disinheriting  her  only  child,  is  sent 
here.  Believing  herself  the  victim  of  her  son’s  persevering 
attempts  to  poison  her,  causing  her  to  change  her  lodging 
every  day  or  two,  she  is  easily  persuaded  to  escape  from  this 
danger  by  applying  for  admittance  to  the  new  psychopathic 
hospital,  the  Social  Worker  acting  as  escort.  A  few  days 
there  effects  so  remarkable  a  cure  that  she  gladly  leaves  to 
accompany  the  son  to  his  home,  and  the  lawyer  receives  a 
letter  from  her  not  to  proceed  with  the  will. 

A  complaining  wife  is  persuaded  to  meet  her  well-meaning 
husband  here,  and  after  an  excited  conference  solemn  papers 
are  drawn  up  for  each,  and  duly  signed,  the  husband  promising 
to  abstain  wholly  from  intoxicants,  and  to  reserve  but  a  dollar 
a  week  of  his  earnings  for  fares  and  sundries,  while  the  wife 
promises  to  abstain  from  impatient  and  irritating  speech  and 
to  look  well  to  the  comfort  of  her  home  and  the  happiness 
of  the  family. 

Alice  W.  Palmer, 

Social  Secretary. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 


Augustus  Hemenway.  Francis  W.  Hunnewell. 

Mrs.  Henry  S.  Russell.  Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks. 

Nathaniel  T.  Kidder. 


SUBSCRIBERS  AND  MEMBERS. 


[Payment  of  $10  constitutes  the  contributor  a  member  for  one  year.] 


Brandeis,  Dunbar  &  Nut¬ 
ter  . $100.00 

Choate,  Hall  &  Stewart,  100.00 
Gaston,  Snow  &  Salton- 

stall .  100.00 

Hemenway,  Barnes  &  Far¬ 
ley  .  100.00 

Ropes,  Gray  &  Gorham  .  100.00 

Storey,  Thorndike,  Palmer 

&  Dodge  .  100.00 

Warner,  Warner  &  Stack- 

pole  .  100.00 

Whipple,  Sears  &  Ogden  .  100.00 

Fish,  Richardson,  Herrick 

&  Neave .  75.00 

Johnson,  Clapp  &  Under¬ 
wood  .  75.00 

Dunbar  &  Rackemann  .  50.00 

Hurlburt,  Jones  &  Cabot,  50.00 

Putnam,  Putnam  &  Bell  .  50.00 

Rackemann  &  Brewster,  50.00 

Hill,  Barlow  &  Homans,  40.00 

Adler,  Barker  &  Wood  .  .  25.00 

Boyden,  Palfrey,  Bradlee 

&  Twombly .  25.00 

C.  F.  and  A.  H.  Weed  .  .  25.00 

Davis,  Peabody  &  Brown,  25.00 

Freidman  &  Atherton  .  .  25.00 


Goodwin,  Dresel  &  Parker,  $25.00 

Hale  &  Grinnell  ....  25.00 

Matthews,  Thompson  & 

Spring .  25.00 

Stimson,  Stockton,  Liver¬ 
more  &  Palmer  ....  25.00 

Warren,  Garfield,  White- 

side  &  Lamson  ....  25.00 

Warren,  Hoague  &  Bige¬ 
low  .  25.00 

Mrs.  James  Barr  Ames  .  .  25.00 

Harold  J.  Coolidge  .  .  .  25.00 

William  Endicott,  Jr.  .  .  25.00 

Charles  P.  Greenough  .  .  25.00 

H.  A.  Lamb .  25.00 

Augustus  P.  Loring  .  .  .  25.00 

C.  H.  Tyler .  25.00 

B.  Preston  Clark  ....  20.00 

J.  H.  Clark .  20.00 

Frederic  Cunningham  .  .  20.00 

Flon.  Frederic  Dodge  .  .  20.00 

Robert  H.  Gardiner  .  .  .  20.00 

Elmer  P.  Howe .  20.00 

Henry  S.  Howe .  20.00 

Walter  Hunnewell  .  .  .  20.00 

Charles  Jackson  ....  20.00 

Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  .  20.00 

L.  C.  Kimball .  20.00 
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George  V.  Leverett  .  . 

$20.00 

Miss  Ellen  T.  Bullard  .  . 

$10.00 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop  . 

20.00 

Harry  L.  Burrage  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Mosele 

y> 

20.00 

Frederick  P.  Cabot  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips  . 

20.00 

Horace  D.  Chapin  .  .  . 

10.00 

Charles  S.  Rackemann 

20.00 

Mrs.  Channing  Clapp  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Russell  . 

20.00 

Louis  M.  Clark . 

10.00 

Winthrop  Sargent.  .  . 

20.00 

Alexander  Cochrane  .  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  L.  Shattuck  .  . 

20.00 

Miss  Catherine  S.  Codman 

10.00 

Charles  B.  Southard 

20.00 

Charles  R.  Codman  .  .  . 

10.00 

George  Wiggles  worth  . 

20.00 

C.  P.  Coffin . 

10.00 

William  P.  Blake  .  .  . 

15.00 

William  H.  Coolidge  .  . 

10.00 

E.  W.  Burdett  .... 

15.00 

Hon.  G.  G.  Crocker  .  .  . 

10.00 

Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  2d, 

15.00 

George  U.  Crocker  .  .  . 

10.00 

J.  T.  Morse,  Jr.  ... 

15.00 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby  .  . 

10.00 

Edwin  Hale  Abbot  .  . 

10.00 

Allen  Curtis . 

10.00 

Hon.  C.  F.  Adams  .  . 

10.00 

Charles  P.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

Edward  B.  Adams  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Curtis  .  . 

10.00 

C.  W.  Amory  .... 

10.00 

Miss  Frances  G.  Curtis  . 

10.00 

Edward  R.  Andrews 

10.00 

H.  G.  Curtis . 

10.00 

Gen.  F.  H.  Appleton 

10.00 

Miss  Harriot  S.  Curtis 

10.00 

E.  F.  Atkins . 

10.00 

James  F.  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

Robert  Shaw  Barlow  . 

10.00 

Lawrence  Curtis  .... 

10.00 

C.  B,  Barnes,  Jr.  .  .  . 

10.00 

Louis  Curtis . 

10.00 

Francis  Bartlett  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Margaret  Curtis  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bartlett. 

10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Dalton  . 

10.00 

Boylston  A.  Beal  .  .  . 

10.00 

Richard  H.  Dana  .... 

10.00 

Thomas  P.  Beal  .  .  . 

10.00 

Harrison  M.  Davis  .  .  . 

10.00 

E.  Pierson  Beebe  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Lorin  F.  Deland  .  . 

10.00 

Samuel  C.  Bennett  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake  . 

10.00 

Robert  G.  Dodge  .... 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  L.  Blake  .  . 

10.00 

Hon.  Eben  S.  Draper  .  . 

10.00 

John  A,  Blanchard  .  . 

10.00 

Ellis  L.  Dresel . 

10.00 

Miss  S.  H.  Blanchard  . 

10.00 

Miss  Phoebe  P.  Edwards  . 

10.00 

Edward  E.  Blodgett 

10.00 

Charles  F.  Fairbanks  .  . 

10.00 

William  Blodgett  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  .  .  . 

10.00 

C.  P.  Bowditch  .... 

10.00 

J.  Murray  Forbes  .... 

10.00 

Roland  W.  Boyden  .  . 

10.00 

*  James  G.  Freeman  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  C.  A.  French  .  .  . 

10.00 

L.  D.  Brandeis  .... 

10.00 

“A  Friend” . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer  .  . 

10.00 

C.  L.  Gagnebin . 

10.00 

William  Brewster  .  .  . 

10.00 

Charles  T.  Gallagher  .  . 

10.00 

P.  C.  Brooks . 

10.00 

William  A.  Gaston  .  .  . 

10.00 

Walter  N.  Buffum  .  . 

10.00 

Lyman  Gibbs . 

10.00 

*  Deceased. 
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John  C.  Gray .  $10.00 

Miss  Mary  C.  Gray  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Reginald  Gray  .  .  .  10.00 

Roland  Gray .  10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Greenough,  10.00 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Edward  S.  Grew  .  .  10.00 

E.  A.  Grozier .  10.00 

“A.  L.  H.”  10.00 

F.  L.  Higginson  ....  10.00 

Arthur  D.  Hill .  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Hill  .....  10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Hemenway,  10.00 

Theodore  Hoague  ....  10.00 

Robert  Homans  ....  10.00 

C.  E.  Hubbard .  10.00 

Miss  Jane  B.  Hunnewell  .  10.00 

Edward  W.  Hutchins  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Anna  P.  Jackson  .  .  10.00 

Charles  C.  Jackson  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Marion  C.  Jackson  .  10.00 

Henry  James,  Jr .  10.00 

Charles  P.  Jaynes  ....  10.00 

Boyd  B.  Jones .  10.00 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy .  10.00 

William  V.  Kellen  .  .  .  10.00 

Dr.  George  G.  Kennedy  .  10.00 

David  P.  Kimball  ...  10.00 

Miss  Helen  F.  Kimball  .  10.00 

William  B.  Lawrence  .  .  10.00 

Elliot  C.  Lee .  10.00 

Joseph  Lee .  10.00 

Albert  L.  Lincoln  ....  10.00 

Roland  C.  Lincoln  .  .  .  10.00 

The  Misses  Loring  .  .  .  10.00 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr.  10.00 

James  A.  Lowell  ....  10.00 

Arthur  T.  Lyman  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  Mann  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Ellen  F.  Mason  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman  .  10.00 

Laurence  Minot  ....  10.00 

John  F.  Moors  .  .  .  .  .  10.00 


Mrs.  John  H.  Morison 

• 

$10.00 

Charles  A.  Morss  .  .  . 

10.00 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr. 

10.00 

James  M.  Newell  .  .  . 

10.00 

John  Noble . 

10.00 

Grenville  H.  Norcross  . 

10.00 

Hon.  Richard  Olney  . 

10.00 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood  . 

10.00 

B.  W.  Palmer  .... 

10.00 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker 

10.00 

Hon.  James  P.  Parmenter, 

10.00 

Gen.  Francis  Peabody  . 

10.00 

Frank  E.  Peabody  .  . 

10.00 

Edward  C.  Perkins  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  G.  Pickering  .  . 

10.00 

Dudley  L.  Pickman  .  . 

10.00 

Wallace  L.  Pierce  .  .  . 

10.00 

Preston  Player  .... 

10.00 

Felix  Rackemann  .  .  . 

10.00 

Arnold  A.  Rand  .  .  . 

10.00 

Frank  W.  Remick  .  . 

10.00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson  . 

10.00 

Alfred  L.  Ripley  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Emma  Rodman  . 

10.00 

S.,  “A  Friend”  .... 

10.00 

Richard  M.  Saltonstall 

10.00 

Robert  Saltonstall  .  . 

10.00 

George  A.  Sawyer  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  Sayles . 

10.00 

L.  L.  Scaife . 

10.00 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull  .  . 

10.00 

Francis  B.  Sears  .  .  . 

10.00 

William  R.  Sears  .  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Sharp  .  . 

10.00 

Francis  Skinner  .  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith 

10.00 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.  .  . 

10.00 

Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Sohier 

10.00 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier  . 

10.00 

Dr.  F.  P.  Sprague  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole  . 

10.00 

Daniel  Stoddard  .  .  . 

10.00 
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Richard  Stone .  $10.00 

Moorfield  Storey  ....  10.00 

I.  Homer  Sweetser  .  .  .  10.00 

Henry  W.  Swift  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Wilson  Taintor  10.00 

Giles  Taintor .  10.00 

Col.  Charles  H.  Taylor  .  10.00 

Ezra  R.  Thayer  ....  10.00 

William  G.  Thompson  .  .  10.00 

J.  L.  Thorndike  ....  10.00 

Lawrence  Tucker  ....  10.00 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman  .  10.00 

Miss  Susan  Upham  .  .  .  10.00 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Wadsworth  .  10.00 

Charles  C.  Walker  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward  .  .  .  10.00 

Miss  Mary  Lee  Ware  .  .  10.00 

J.  B.  Warner .  10.00 

Bentley  W.  Warren  .  .  .  10.00 


Paul  Barron  Watson  .  . 

$10.00 

Arthur  S.  Webster  .  .  . 

10.00 

F.  G.  Webster . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Chas.  F.  Wentworth, 

10.00 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Weston  . 

10.00 

Robert  D.  Weston  .  .  . 

10.00 

William  F.  Wharton  .  . 

10.00 

Henry  Wheeler . 

10.00 

Sherman  L.  Whipple  .  . 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  T.  White  .... 

10.00 

Alexander  Whiteside  .  . 

10.00 

C.  A.  Williams . 

10.00 

John  D.  Williams  .... 

10.00 

Moses  Williams  .... 

10.00 

Ralph  B.  Williams  .  .  . 

10.00 

Robert  Winsor . 

10.00 

Dr.  David  W.  Cheever 

5.00 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Freeman, 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw  .... 

5.00 

* 
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AID  SOCIETY. 


President. 

Charles  P.  Greenough. 


Vice -Preside  nts. 


Charles  B.  Southard. 


Frederic  Cunningham. 


Treasurer. 

George  A.  Goddard, 

io  Tremont  Street. 


Secretary. 

Albert  F.  Bigelow, 

84  State  Street. 


Directors . 


Charles  P.  Greenough. 
Frederic  Cunningham. 
Charles  B.  Southard. 
Robert  D.  Weston. 
Horatio  A.  Lamb. 


Charles  S.  Rackemann. 
Arthur  D.  Hill. 

C.  L.  De  Normandie. 
Richard  W.  Hale. 
Harold  J.  Coolidge. 


MAIN  OFFICE, 

39  Court  Street. 

Telephone,  Fort  Hill  2746. 

BRANCH  OFFICE, 

6  East  Brookline  Street. 

Thomas  M.  Claflin,  Counsel. 
Alice  W.  Palmer,  Social  Secretary. 


EXTRACT  FROM  CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Section  i.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be  known 
in  law  is  “  The  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society.” 

Sect.  2.  Its  object  and  purpose  shall  be  to  render  legal  aid 
and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary,  to  all  persons  who 
may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who,  from  poverty,  are  unable 
to  procure  it. 


DIRECTORS’  REPORT. 

The  past  year  has  again  demonstrated  the  imperative  need  of 
such  a  society  as  ours.  Thirteen  years  of  continuous  study  of 
this  kind  of  charitable  work  has  given  us  an  expert  knowledge 
of  many  charitable  legal  problems,  and,  as  a  result,  clients  are 
referred  to  us  in  ever-increasing  numbers,  not  only  by  other 
charitable  organizations,  but  by  lawyers,  doctors,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  public.  During  the  past  year  we  were  called  upon  to  con¬ 
sider  1154  new  cases,  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  over  a  year  ago. 

Last  spring  the  Harvard  Legal  Aid  Bureau  was  established  by 
some  of  the  Harvard  Law  School  students,  and  in  three  months 
handled  about  70  cases.  Our  Society  has  been  in  close  touch 
with  the  work  of  this  Bureau  and  the  valuable  experience  there 
acquired  by  these  students  has  aroused  an  ever-increasing  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  legal  social  service,  and  thereby  gives  us  an  opportunity 
as  never  before  to  select  men  who  are  not  only  familiar  with  our 
work  but  are  eager  to  help  their  fellow  men. 

Domestic-relation  cases  continue  to  increase  in  number,  and  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  home  conditions  and  causes  for  the 
disagreement  takes  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  our  social 
secretary. 

We  earnestly  request  all  those  who  in  the  past  have  so  gener¬ 
ously  contributed  to  the  support  of  our  work  to  continue  their 
help  and  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  interest  others  in  our  behalf, 
to  the  end  that  we  may  maintain  and  increase  the  efficiency  of 
our  organization,  and  not  suffer  through  loss  of  interest  and 
financial  support  from  the  community  which  we  serve. 

On  August  1,  1913,  our  counsel,  Mr.  Wiswall,  resigned,  hav¬ 
ing  received  an  advantageous  offer  from  a  well-known  law  firm 
in  Boston,  and,  much  as  we  regretted  his  loss,  we  were  very 
fortunate  in  having  Mr.  Claflin,  his  associate  counsel  for  the  past 
year,  succeed  him. 

The  members  of  our  Society  are  particularly  requested  to  read 
the  reports  of  our  counsel  and  social  secretary,  which  will  give 
them  a  general  idea  of  the  nature  of  our  work. 

For  the  Directors, 

Albert  F.  Bigelow, 

Secretary. 
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COUNSEL’S  REPORT. 

From  November  i,  1912,  to  October  31,  1913. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boston  Legal 
Aid  Society  : 

The  nature  of  the  Society’s  work  has  in  general  remained  the 
same.  Among  the  few  changes,  however,  is  one  made  by  a 
ruling  of  the  directors  under  which  the  Society  now  handles 
only  a  limited  number  of  claims  against  attorneys.  The  Society 
no  longer  receives  complaints  which  involve  the  professional 
conduct  of  an  attorney  as  such,  including  complaints  for  alleged 
negligence  in  handling  a  client’s  case  or  for  delay  in  bringing 
suit.  It  seemed  that  the  Bar  Association  was  not  only  the  proper 
body  to  judge  whether  or  not  an  attorney  had  fulfilled  his  obli¬ 
gations  to  his  client,  but  that  any  action  by  the  Bar  Association 
in  cases  where  it  was  needed  would  be  far  more  effective  than 
such  proceedings  as  the  Society  could  institute.  Accordingly 
the  present  rule  of  the  Society  is  to  avoid  any  cases  against  law¬ 
yers  except  those  where  a  lawyer  has  received  money  for  his 
client  and  has  failed  to  turn  it  over  or  to  make  the  proper  use  of 
it.  This  ruling  has  materially  reduced  the  total  number  of  our 
cases  and  has  perhaps  given  us  more  hearty  support  from  the 
Bar  than  was  the  case  when  the  Society  assumed  the  position  of 
judge  of  an  attorney’s  professional  duties. 

We  have  also  entered  into  closer  relations  with  the  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  by  an  arrangement  whereby 
we  refer  to  them  all  our  non-support  cases  where  the  welfare 
of  children  is  involved,  and  they  in  turn  give  us  their  cases  of 
separate  support. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  legislation  this  year,  such 
as  that  pertaining  to  bastardy  cases,  which  went  into  effect  July  1 , 
1913.  This  act  repealed  the  former  law  and  did  not  provide 
any  immediate  remedy  for  those  who  had  a  cause  of  action,  but 
who  did  not  commence  proceedings  before  that  date,  but  only  a 
future  one  for  the  support  of  the  child,  under  section  7  of  that 
act.  We  have  had  deserving  cases  where  the  client,  ignorant  of 
any  change  or  for  some  other  reason,  had  neglected  to  take 
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action  before  July  i  and  is  now  without  redress.  This  legisla¬ 
tion  is  unfortunate  in  that  respect,  as  it  has  allowed  offenders 
to  escape  to  parts  unknown  before  any  warrant  could  be  issued 
against  them.  On  the  whole,  however,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  new  Bastardy  Act  will  be  a  tremendous  im¬ 
provement  over  the  old.  There  is  no  doubt  that  under  the 
former  law  a  defendant  was  unduly  handicapped  to  such  an  ex¬ 
tent  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  the  man  accused  under 
that  act  to  get  a  verdict.  The  present  law  requires  the  offense 
to  be  proved  beyond  a  doubt,  and  in  this  way  secures  more 
firmly  the  rights  of  the  defendant.  Under  the  new  act  also,  a 
defendant  is  entitled  to  an  immediate  trial  on  the  merits  of  the 
case  instead  of  being  required,  as  formerly,  either  to  give  bond 
or  to  go  to  jail  until  the  case  came  up  in  a  higher  court.  Per¬ 
haps  the  most  important  change  in  the  law  is  that  provision 
which  gives  the  probation  officers  supervision  of  the  payment 
of  any  damages  which  may  be  awarded.  This  section  gives 
effect  to  the  spirit  of  the  law  in  that  the  money  awarded  shall 
go  to  the  support  of  the  child  rather  than  as  damages  to  the 
mother  to  be  used  entirely  as  she  saw  fit. 

Another  law,  which  has  recently  gone  into  effect,  is  the  Work¬ 
men’s  Compensation  Act.  From  our  experience,  and  speaking 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  employee,  this  new  act  is  a  great  im¬ 
provement  over  the  old  Employer’s  Liability  Act.  For  the  act 
to  be  a  success  at  all,  it  must  be  broadly  construed.  The  In¬ 
dustrial  Accident  Board  has  recognized  that  fact.  We  had  a 
very  interesting  question  arise  in  a  case  where  we  represented 
the  widow  of  a  deceased  employee.  The  employee  had  been 
working  in  the  stable  of  a  large  milk  company  as  a  harness 
cleaner.  His  workroom  was  up  two  flights,  directly  over  the 
front  door.  He  was  last  seen  alive  about  io  o’clock  at  night, 
sitting  on  the  floor  in  the  workroom.  Five  or  ten  minutes  later 
he  was  found  dead  upon  the  sidewalk.  We  introduced  evidence 
to  show  it  was  his  custom,  though  not  his  duty,  to  look  out  of 
the  window  whenever  he  heard  any  team  outside  and  then  notify 
the  washer  on  the  ground  floor  to  let  the  team  in ;  also  to  look 
out  of  the  window  on  other  occasions  when  he  heard  any  dis¬ 
turbance,  to  see  if  any  one  wanted  to  come  in  or  if  everything 
was  all  right.  On  this  night  a  team  had  just  come  in.  These 
facts  are  very  close  to  the  line  as  to  whether  or  not  there  is  any 
evidence  from  which  it  can  be  inferred  that  the  employee  was 
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injured  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  his  employment.  The  law 
is  conflicting  and  there  are  many  cases  on  both  sides.  The 
Board  rendered  a  decision  for  the  employee  which  made  his 
widow  the  recipient  of  weekly  payments  from  the  insurance 
company.  It  is  in  such  cases  as  this  that  it  is  imperative,  if  the 
statute  is  to  be  of  remedial  value,  that  the  Board  construe  it 
liberally. 

The  following  table  shows  from  what  sources  our  cases  have 


come  to  us  during  the  past  year : 

1912 

1913 

i .  Lawyers 

75 

69 

2.  Private  Individuals  and  Unknown 

278 

324 

3.  Organized  Charities  and  Churches 

227 

282 

4.  Doctors  and  Medical  Institutions 

10 

23 

5.  Administrative  Officials  and  Police 

95 

100 

6.  Bar  Association  and  Court-house  Officials 

H5 

91 

7.  Other  Legal  Aid  Societies 

6 

*3 

8.  Former  Clients 

205 

252 

Total 

1,041 

M54 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  10  per  cent 

over  the  number  of  cases  for  the  preceding  year. 

Most 

of  this 

increase  has  been  referred  to  us  by  Organized  Charities  and  In- 

stitutions,  and  Private  Individuals,  mainly  due,  no 

doubt, 

to  what 

little  advertising  we  have  done. 

1912 

1.  Wages 

126 

*53 

2.  Seamen’s  Wages 

30 

1 6 

3.  Claims  against  Lawyers 

63 

41 

4.  Domestic  Relations 

258 

3QI 

5.  Bastardy 

27 

39 

6.  Landlord  and  Tenant 

46 

35 

7.  Estate  of  Deceased  Person 

42 

44 

8.  Tort 

84 

78 

9.  Claims  for  Money,  Plaintiff 

1 16 

127 

10.  Claims  for  Money,  Defendant 

77 

“5 

1 1 .  Cases  as  to  Property 

96 

s? 

12.  Criminal  Cases 

18 

26 

13.  Insane,  etc. 

1 1 

1 1 

14.  Instruments  and  Advice 

47 

31 

Total 

1,04! 

iji54 
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A  glance  at  the  above  table  giving  the  classification  of  cases 
as  compared  with  that  of  1912  shows  that  the  greater  increase 
has  been  in  the  Domestic  Relations,  Wages,  and  Landlord  and 
Tenant  cases.  Also  it  may  be  noticed  that  there  is  an  increase 
where  we  represent  the  defendant  in  claims  for  money.  In 
many  cases  of  this  kind,  where  we  have  made  an  agreement  with 
the  plaintiff’s  attorney  for  payment  in  regular  installments,  we 
have  experienced  great  difficulty  in  following  up  our  clients  and 
inducing  them  to  live  up  to  their  agreements.  They  invariably 
seem  to  feel  that  once  they  have  promised  to  pay  and  signed  an 
instrument  to  that  effect,  that  is  all  they  are  required  to  do. 


In  the  future,  we  have  decided  that  our  policy  will  be 

to  with- 

draw  as  representatives  of  such  clients. 

1912 

1913 

1 . 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston 

47 

4  6 

2. 

Municipal  Court,  Other  Boston  Districts 

6 

4 

3- 

Police  or  District  Courts,  Outside  Boston 

9 

7 

4- 

Probate  Court,  Suffolk  County 

27 

16 

5- 

Probate  Court,  Other  Counties 

i5 

10 

6. 

Superior  Court,  Suffolk  County 

J9 

H 

7- 

Superior  Court,  Other  Counties 

1 

2 

8. 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

0 

1 

9- 

United  States  District  Court 

4 

3 

10. 

United  States  Circuit  Court 

0 

0 

1 1 . 

Land  Court 

0 

0 

Total 

1 28 

103 

The  above  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which  we  have 
appeared  in  the  various  courts,  and  the  following  shows  our  dis- 


position  of  cases  : 

1912 

1913 

1. 

Prohibited  by  Rule 

0 

27 

2. 

Referred  to  Other  Society  or  Attorney 

56 

97 

3- 

Drew  Instrument 

3 

3 

4- 

Advice  Only 

*59 

191 

5- 

Prosecuted  in  Court  and  Defeated 

10 

5 

6. 

Settlement 

5° 

68 

7- 

Obtained  Desired  Relief  by  Suit  or  Otherwise 

232 

212 

8. 

Lapsed  for  Lack  of  Prosecution  by  Client 

162 

181 

9- 

No  Further  Effort  Warranted 

263 

206 

10 


10. 

Investigated,  no  Merit 

93 

103 

1 1. 

No  Case  on  Client’s  Statement 

5° 

55 

12. 

Able  to  Employ  Counsel 

4 

2 

T3* 

Dismissed  ;  had  Another  Lawyer 

33 

35 

H- 

Divorce  Questions 

1 1 

10 

*5* 

Criminal  Cases 

2 

1 

Total  1133  1196 

It  may  be  noticed  that  although  we  have  not  taken  as  many 
cases  to  court  this  year  as  formerly,  we  have  been  very  success¬ 
ful  in  procuring  favorable  settlements  or  making  other  satisfac¬ 
tory  arrangements  for  our  clients.  From  the  number  of  cases 
which  we  have  had  in  court  it  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage 
of  those  in  which  we  were  defeated  is  smaller  than  last  year. 
The  increased  number  of  cases  referred  to  other  societies  or 
attorneys  and  the  new  classification  “Prohibited  by  Rule  ”  are 
due  to  the  new  rule  of  the  Society  in  regard  to  taking  cases 
against  other  attorneys. 

The  following  are  a  few  abstracts  of  the  cases  dealt  with  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year : 

Three  negroes  arrived  in  Boston  on  a  freight  steamer  from 
North  Virginia,  on  which  they  worked  as  stokers.  The  captain 
refused  to  pay  them  in  full,  claiming  that  they  were  not  worth 
it,  and  tendered  them  a  part  of  their  pay,  which  they  would  not 
accept.  They  were  then  ordered  from  the  boat  and  not  allowed 
to  return.  The  men  came  to  us  and  said  the  boat  was  sailing 
in  the  morning.  Counsel  immediately  libeled  the  vessel  that 
same  afternoon,  thereby  preventing  her  from  leaving,  and  the 
next  morning,  in  order  that  the  vessel  might  be  freed,  there  was 
a  hearing  before  the  United  States  Shipping  Commissioner  on 
the  merits  of  the  case.  The  result  was  that  we  recovered  full 
pay  for  the  men. 

No.  8202.  Our  client,  a  landlady,  had  been  boarding  a  man 
who  had  not  paid  her  anything  for  four  months,  although  con¬ 
tinually  promising  to  do  so  when  he  got  a  job.  He  secured  a 
place  as  a  Pullman  porter,  and  immediately  left  her  house  and 
denied  that  he  owed  her  anything.  We  attached  his  pay  and 
tied  up  a  fair  amount,  which  was  afterward  released  by  bond. 
An  agreement  for  judgment  was  entered  for  our  client  in  the 
amount  due  her,  and  costs,  thereby  settling  the  case. 


No.  7915.  An  aged  widow,  whose  husband  had  been  a  pros¬ 
perous  professional  man  and  one  of  the  founders  of  a  prominent 
educational  institution  of  this  city,  was  entirely  destitute,  living 
in  a  small,  unheated  room  upon  a  few  cents’  worth  of  food  each 
week.  In  better  days  her  husband  had  taken  a  note  on  which 
there  remained  unpaid  about  $200.  The  chances  of  recovery 
appeared  so  remote  that  no  attorney  had  been  willing  to  take 
the  case,  and  she  came  to  the  Legal  Aid  as  a  last  resort.  By 
persistent  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Society’s  attorneys,  the  maker 
of  the  note  was  prevailed  upon  to  pay  the  amount  due  in  small 
installments,  and  upon  these  sums  the  applicant  was  enabled  to 
live  throughout  the  winter.  After  that  arrangements  were  made 
to  secure  aid  from  other  sources. 

No.  8189.  A  poor  woman,  a  comparative  stranger  in  this  city, 
and  quite  alone  in  the  world,  came  here  from  Chicago.  Soon 
after  her  arrival  she  was  approached  by  a  real-estate  agent  who 
induced  her  to  invest  all  her  small  savings  in  property  which 
later  turned  out  to  be  worthless.  We  brought  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  Police  Department,  and  it  was  then  discovered 
that  there  were  several  men  engaged  in  a  fraudulent  real-estate 
business.  We  thus  became  instrumental  in  breaking  up  a  gang 
of  swindlers. 

No.  8125.  A  young  man,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  signed 
some  sort  of  a  paper  in  a  money  loan  shark’s  office,  and  four 
years  later  he  was  sued.  He  had  not  borrowed  any  money  at 
that  time  himself,  and  had  signed  a  paper  believing  it  was  sim¬ 
ply  an  identification  of  the  real  borrower.  The  case  was  dis¬ 
missed  only  on  the  day  of  trial,  when  the  plaintiff’s  attorney  saw 
that  we  intended  to  try  it. 

No.  7618.  Three  Cape  Verde  Islanders  came  into  the  office 
one  Saturday  morning,  only  one  of  them  being  able  to  speak 
English  at  all.  It  appeared  that  they  had  worked  the  week 
previous  for  a  contractor,  who,  instead  of  paying  them,  had  dis¬ 
appeared  on  a  week’s  debauch.  The  men  thought  they  knew 
where  he  was  and  counsel  went  with  them  to  find  him.  The 
man  was  finally  located  in  a  saloon.  Arguments  and  threats 
had  little  effect,  but  he  at  last  promised  to  have  the  money  u  in 
jig  time,”  and  went  to  the  telephone.  After  a  tedious  wait,  a 
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patrol  wagon  drove  up  and  counsel  and  clients  were  surrounded 
by  the  police,  placed  under  arrest  for  breach  of  peace  and  as¬ 
sault  and  battery,  on  a  complaint  made  over  the  telephone  by 
the  contractor.  An  energetic  plea  to  the  sergeant  in  charge  by 
the  counsel  was  successful  in  securing  their  release.  The  next 
morning  the  contractor  was  prosecuted  under  a  statute  which 
makes  the  non-payment  of  laborers  an  offense.  Before  the 
trial,  however,  the  men  were  paid  and  failed  to  appear  against 
the  defendant,  who  was  discharged. 

Thomas  M.  Chaflin, 

Counsel . 


-3 


REPORT  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SECRETARY. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boston  Legal 
Aid  Society  : 

Domestic  One  or  two  recent  reports  of  former  separate  sup- 
Relations.  port  cases  have  added  strength  to  some  misgiving  as  to 
the  net  benefit  of  the  court  decree.  Any  mother  assumes  a  great 
burden  when  she  becomes  both  home-mother  and  breadwinner 
for  a  family  of  small  children,  and  she  is  not  always  proof 
against  the  too  friendly  attentions  of  others  in  her  husband’s 
stead.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  in  our  Probate  Courts  judges 
who  are  reluctant  to  grant  a  decree  banishing  a  man  from  his 
home  except  for  very  grave  reasons. 

The  causes  of  domestic  unhappiness  are  many.  When  the 
father  is  the  applicant,  they  are  very  serious.  A  hard-working, 
respectable  man  with  an  ill-kept  home,  hoodlum  children,  and 
wife  too  often  away,  surely  deserves  much  sympathy.  A  potent 
trouble,  that  is  quite  common  and  very  hard  to  remove,  is  a 
chronic  incapacity  for  enjoyment  in  life.  Many  of  our  clients 
might  reply,  as  one  did  reproachfully  when  asked  if  she  never 
found  anything  to  laugh  at  with  her  husband,  u  What  is  there 
to  laugh  at  ?  ” 

One  unusual  cause  of  difficulty  is  intemperate  goodness.  A 
young  wife  came  with  anxious  fears  that  her  husband  must  be 
getting  interested  in  another  woman,  as  he  spent  most  of  every 
other  Sunday  away  from  home.  When  asked  what  happened 
when  he  stayed  with  her  the  intervening  Sunday,  she  answered 
that  she  did  the  best  she  knew  for  him  ;  she  read  him  Sunday 
School  books ! 

The  bastardy  cases  have  increased  over  last  year.  The 
majority  of  them  come  from  some  other  charitable 
agency  which  is  usually  unable  to  make  any  confident  recom¬ 
mendation  to  us.  The  defendants  are  mostly  very  young,  pen¬ 
niless,  and  more  or  less  irresponsible.  The  girl  usually  desires 
to  return  to  her  work  and  to  board  the  baby  far  away  from  her 
home  and  work,  but  soon  forgets  her  responsibility  for  its 
board.  She  wants  to  conceal  from  her  own  parents  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  child,  and  the  theory  that  the  putative  father  should 
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bear  the  expense  of  supporting  the  child  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  because  the  mother  has  great  humiliation  to  bear,  seems 
to  be  something  of  a  myth.  The  humiliation  is  usually  very 
slight.  I  believe  that  it  is  a  mistake  in  most  cases  to  conceal 
the  child’s  birth  from  the  client’s  mother,  especially  if  the  case 
must  come  to  court.  One  such  mother,  a  most  estimable  woman 
in  a  country  town,  insisted  upon  assuming  the  whole  care  of 
the  baby,  though  the  social  secretary  knew  of  excellent  homes 
where  it  could  have  been  adopted. 

A  grandmother  prefers  to  stand  by  her  grandchild  though 
with  a  broken  heart.  She  moved  to  a  Western  town  with  her 
daughter,  assuming  herself  the  name  and  charge  of  being  the 
baby’s  mother.  No  prosecution  against  the  putative  father  was 
allowed. 

In  another  case,  the  baby’s  mother  had  died  in  the  same  Lying- 
In  Hospital  in  which  she  herself  had  been  born ;  and  the  one 
whom  we  were  asked  to  prosecute  by  the  grandmother,  was  the 
putative  father  of  the  baby’s  mother.  She  wished  to  get  money 
for  the  support  of  her  own  daughter,  the  baby’s  mother,  which 
had  never  been  demanded  in  the  daughter’s  lifetime.  The  baby’s 
father,  being  less  prosperous,  was  to  pay  nothing.  Of  course, 
we  declined  to  take  the  case. 

One  society,  dealing  with  many  illegitimate  mothers,  believes 
that  if  the  mother  is  spared  the  demoralizing  effect  of  a  public 
court  trial,  and  required  to  support  the  child  and  keep  in  touch 
with  it,  she  will  turn  out  to  be  a  much  better  mother  in  the  end 
than  if  she  had  been  relieved  of  all  responsibility.  Without 
going  so  far  as  this  in  releasing  men  from  all  penalty,  we  only 
proceed  with  the  mother’s  case  when  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  facts  warrants  us  in  so  doing.  In  this  way  only  can  we 
hope  to  deal  most  wisely  with  those  chiefly  concerned,  and  to 
be  of  firm  assistance  to  others  dealing  with  these  very  difficult 
problems. 

Alice  W.  Palmer, 

Social  Secretary. 
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James  J.  Storrow 

25  00 

Mrs.  Josiah  Bradlee 

10  00 

Frederic  Cunningham 

20  00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer 

10  00 

Hon.  Frederic  Dodge 

20  00 

William  Brewster 

10  00 

Charles  P.  Greenough 

20  00 

P.  C.  Brooks 

10  00 

*  Deceased. 
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Walter  N.  Buffum 

io  oo 

Mrs.  Reginald  Gray 

io  oo 

Miss  Ellen  T.  Bullard 

IO  oo 

Roland  Gray 

IO  oo 

Harry  L.  Burrage 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Greenough 

IO  oo 

Frederick  P.  Cabot 

IO  oo 

Malcolm  S.  Greenough 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Walter  C.  Cabot 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Edward  S.  Grew 

IO  oo 

Horace  D.  Chapin 

IO  oo 

E.  A.  Grozier 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Channing  Clapp 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Chas.  P.  Hemenway 

IO  oo 

B.  Preston  Clark 

IO  oo 

F.  L.  Higginson 

IO  oo 

J.  H.  Clark 

IO  oo 

Robert  Homans 

IO  oo 

Louis  M.  Clark 

IO  oo 

Elmer  P.  Howe 

IO  oo 

Alexander  Cochrane 

IO  oo 

Henry  S.  Howe 

IO  oo 

Miss  Catherine  A.  Codman 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Howe 

IO  oo 

Charles  R.  Codman 

IO  oo 

C.  E.  Hubbard 

IO  oo 

C.  P.  Coffin 

IO  oo 

Miss  Jane  B.  Hunnewell 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Coolidge 

IO  oo 

Walter  Hunnewell 

IO  oo 

William  H.  Coolidge 

IO  oo 

Edward  W.  Hutchins 

IO  oo 

George  U.  Crocker 

IO  oo 

Miss  Anna  P.  Jackson 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Crosby 

IO  oo 

Charles  Jackson 

IO  oo 

Allen  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Charles  C.  Jackson 

IO  oo 

Charles  P.  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Miss  Marion  C.  Jackson 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Curtis 

IO  oo 

\ 

Henry  James,  Jr. 

IO  oo 

Miss  Frances  G.  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Boyd  B.  Jones 

IO  oo 

H.  G.  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Joy 

IO  oo 

Miss  Harriot  S.  Curtis 

IO  oo 

William  V.  Kellen 

IO  oo 

James  F.  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Dr.  George  G.  Kennedy 

IO  oo 

Lawrence  Curtis 

IO  oo 

David  P.  Kimball 

IO  oo 

Louis  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball 

IO  oo 

Miss  Margaret  Curtis 

IO  oo 

Miss  Helen  F.  Kimball 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Dalton 

IO  oo 

Elliot  C.  Lee 

IO  oo 

Richard  H.  Dana 

IO  oo 

Joseph  Lee 

IO  oo 

Miss  Rose  L.  Dexter 

IO  oo 

Albert  L.  Lincoln 

IO  oo 

Robert  G.  Dodge 

IO  oo 

Roland  C.  Lincoln 

IO  oo 

Hon.  Eben  S.  Draper 

IO  oo 

The  Misses  Loring 

IO  oo 

Ellis  L.  Diesel 

IO  oo 

Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Jr. 

IO  oo 

Miss  Phoebe  P.  Edwards 

IO  oo 

James  A.  Lowell 

IO  oo 

William  Endicott,  Jr. 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Charles  Mann 

IO  oo 

Charles  F.  Fairbanks 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Daniel  Merriman 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Henry  H.  Fay 

IO  oo 

Laurence  Minot 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Frederick  P.  Fish 

IO  oo 

John  F.  Moors 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  John  H.  Morison 

IO  oo 

J.  Murray  Forbes 

IO  oo 

Charles  A.  Morss 

IO  oo 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Freeman 

IO  oo 

Robert  W.  Morville,  Jr. 

IO  oo 

Miss  C.  A.  French 

IO  oo 

James  M.  Newell 

IO  oo 

Charles  T.  Gallagher 

IO  oo 

Grenville  H.  Norcross 

IO  oo 

Robert  H.  Gardiner 

IO  oo 

Hon.  Richard  Olney 

IO  oo 

William  A.  Gaston 

IO  oo 

Miss  Emily  L.  Osgood 

IO  oo 

Lyman  Gibbs 

IO  oo 

B.  W.  Palmer 

IO  oo 

John  C.  Gray 

IO  oo 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Parker 

IO  oo 

Miss  Mary  C.  Gray 

IO  oo 

Hon.  James  P.  Parmenter 

IO  oo 
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Gen.  Francis  Peabody 

IO  oo 

Daniel  Stoddard 

10  00 

Frank  E.  Peabody 

io  oo 

Richard  Stone 

10  00 

Edward  C.  Perkins 

io  oo 

Moorfield  Storey 

10  00 

Mrs.  John  C.  Phillips 

IO  oo 

I.  Homer  Sweetser 

10  00 

Henry  G.  Pickering 

IO  oo 

Henry  W.  Swift 

10  00 

Dudley  L.  Pickman 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Chas.  Wilson  Taintor 

10  00 

Wallace  L.  Pierce 

IO  oo 

Giles  Taintor 

10  00 

A.  E.  Pillsbury 

IO  oo 

Col.  Charles  H.  Taylor 

10  00 

Preston  Player 

IO  oo 

Ezra  R.  Thayer 

10  00 

Felix  Rackemann 

IO  oo 

William  G.  Thompson 

10  00 

Arnold  A.  Rand 

IO  oo 

J.  L.  Thorndike 

10  00 

Frank  W.  Remick 

IO  oo 

Lawrence  Tucker 

10  00 

Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson 

IO  oo 

Leverett  S.  Tuckerman 

10  00 

Alfred  L.  Ripley 

IO  oo 

Miss  Susan  Upham 

10  00 

Miss  Emma  Rodman 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Wadsworth 

10  00 

Richard  M.  Saltonstall 

IO  oo 

Charles  C.  Walker 

10  00 

Robert  Saltonstall 

IO  oo 

Miss  Anita  S.  Ward 

10  00 

George  A.  Sawyer 

IO  oo 

Miss  Mary  Lee  Ware 

10  00 

Henry  Sayles 

IO  oo 

J.  B.  Warner 

10  00 

L.  L.  Scaife 

IO  oo 

Bentley  W.  Warren 

10  00 

Arthur  P.  Schmidt 

IO  oo 

Arthur  S.  Webster 

10  00 

Mrs.  Gideon  Scull 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Chas.  F.  Wentworth 

10  00 

Francis  B.  Sears 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Weston 

10  00 

William  R.  Sears 

IO  oo 

Robert  D.  Weston 

10  00 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Sharp 

IO  oo 

William  F.  Wharton 

10  00 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Shaw 

IO  oo 

Henry  Wheeler 

10  00 

Francis  Skinner 

IO  oo 

Sherman  L.  Whipple 

10  00 

Miss  Laura  Slocum 

IO  oo 

Mrs.  C.  T.  White 

10  00 

Miss  Ellen  V.  Smith 

IO  oo 

Alexander  Whiteside 

IO  00 

Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr. 

IO  oo 

George  Wigglesworth 

IO  00 

Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Sohiei 

IO  oo 

C.  A.  Williams 

IO  00 

Miss  Emily  L.  Sohier 

IO  oo 

John  D.  Williams 

IO  00 

Chas.  B.  Southard 

IO  oo 

Moses  Williams 

IO  00 

Dr.  F.  P.  Sprague 

IO  oo 

Ralph  B.  Williams 

IO  00 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Stackpole 

IO  oo 

Robert  Winsor 

IO  00 

Charles  Stetson 

IO  oo 

Dr.  David  W.  Cheever 

5  00 

Mrs. 

Lorin  F.  Deland  5  00 
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